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An for eftablilbing certain Regulations, for the better Ma¬ 
nagement of the Territories, Revenues, and Commerce of this 
Kingdom, in the £aft-Indies. 


W HEREAS Dir^tders of an alarming Nature and Magnitude have long ^re- 
valle<), anJ do dill continue and innejfe, in the Manai^ement of the Territo¬ 
rial Potl'elTions, the Revenues and t^.e Commerce of this Kingdom in the 
Eaft'lndies; hy Means whereof the Profperity of the Natives hath been greatly dimi- 
nidied, and the valuable Intcrells of this Nation, in the fatd I erritorial Pofle/uons, Re- 
venues, and Commerce, have been materially impaired, and would probably fall into 
utter Ruin, if an immediate and fi ting Remedy were not provided: Be it therefore 
enadled by the King'« moft Eacellen' MajeBy,'by and with the Advice and Cnnfent of 
the Lord s Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this preUnt Parliament aflembled, 
and by tne Authority of ihe fame. That the Gov-rnment and Management (he Ter- 
ritoiial Poflenions, Rtvenues, and Commerre, of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trarling to the l.ail In res, by the Diteclo'U and P prico's of the faid Cumvany, 
or either of them j and a i n, fi j nlar the Powers and A -rtinritics of the faid Dire^ors 
and Proprietors, or of apy Specnl, or General, or ether Courr there f, in the ordering 
and managing the faid Poireflions, Revenues, and Cr-mmercc ; .md all Elections of Di> 
redorsof the faid United Comp-my, be, and are hereby d-c j"-ri to be difconiinued, for 
and during the Con I iniiance of vhis Aft; any Charier, Ufaye, L>w, or Statute, to the 
contrary norwithftanding 

And be it further mailed by the Authoritv a^orefiid, That, for the better governing, 
ordering, and managing the faid Territo lal Polleflims, Revrnues, and t onimnce, the 
Right F^onourable William I ar' FIcrMibinm the ilmhr H iH' u-*’ ‘e Fredeiicic Moiitag-, 
the la^ight Honourable Gaorge Legge, comm iily call'd Lo d V'f ount.'l.cwi/hj'T', the 
Honoifrable George Aiigu'’us Nortn, Sir Gilbe t Hlio' Bamnct. Sir Henry Fie chcr 
Baronet, and Rubert Gregon E'qiiirr, (bill b*, and they a»c herenv c.inftitu'eil ap¬ 
pointed Direflorsof the laid United Comp nv, at H lhall h-, and thry are hereby confti- 
tuted M'mbers of the faid Company ; an! that'he .ii<i D rc'lnrs be-'by mponitcd. or 
Any Three of them, ftiali have, ufe, poir-*is, and cx’t'ife, all an.! fingi'lar tl:e Power# 
and Authorities whim have been, at any Tone he erofo e, vefled :n, or'*awf».lly e*er- 
eifed by the laid Direftors h reby difeon'inued, or Pr')prietoT^, or by the General Court 
of Proprietors, of the faid United Comoany, and all inch fardi'r and oiher Powers and 
Authorities, and under fuch Dire^i ms, and fubjeff to fiuh L' iciti'ins and Reflriitionp, ' 
as in this A£V, or in any other Ad, 'he Provilp'ns whereof are rmr hereby alrc. l o rc- * 
pealed, are contained, for rhe Government and Minagement of the faid Ternt >i i.il I’-af- a 
ieflini)'. Revenues, ana Commerce, of the laid Un.ted Company, a>r in anywiie rc!a;ive 
thereto, X 


A d be it further enafted by the Authority aforefj'd, Tljit the faid Hiteffo s herciy 
appointed fliall, and they are hereby ai4thoriled and inop'-wereH, immediate y uor'i md 
after the Commencement of this Afl, to enter lito and upon, r.nd to poiTe's tli"n,';ivrs 
of all Lands, Tenements, Houfes, Warehoufes, and other Buildings whatever, of nr be¬ 
longing 


I 





. tMOTfj/>ny 5 ap'! aTfo to take InCo theii Curtody and PcfliHion 

-accords, Diifunii-ins, Ciia.ters, Art", Infliumi’ntf, Lilters, ;iti’J other Fa- 
all Shipi .md VefllU, fiDi ds, Wares, Merchati ');:-.'-., Money, 
Irjmttrilies for Money, .md all other Efledls wha'liever, of or belonging toil;.- l.iul Unitto 
^^ompany, in Ttull for, and for the llcuefit of the Proprietors thereof, and to have, hold, 
\ and pollcis the fame, m like M.inner as they v.ctc held and the Dircdors 

hereby difeontinoed, foSiefl to fuch Charger, CJaims, and Demarnf, .'s do < r may ailert 
the faire ; which Diredors fo difeontinueJ, and all other Ollicers and Servants of the laid 
United Cmipany, are herehy enj -iised, immedutely upon the Requifition of the laid D!> 
reAort hereby appointed, figoifted u. der their Hands and Seals, or the H.mls .n»d Seals 
of any Three of them, to driivn to iliem, or to fneh Pcrlon or Peifoiis as thev /hall 
, for that Purpnfe appoint, all luch Linds, Tenen ents, Houtes, Warchoufes, Buildings, 
QookS, Records, D cumen'.s, Chaitrrs, Afts, Inflruments, Papers, Ships, Vell-l*, 
Goods, Wares, and Merchanoizcs, Mon<y, Sccur:ti*s tor Money, and all other Etfedls 
whatfiever. 

Provided always, and he it further enafled, That all the Lands, Tenements, Houfer, 
Warehonfes and oti.ir buildings whjiese', of or helmiging to the ftid United Company; 
and alio all Books, Records, DoLim ents, Chatters, Acts, Inlltumcnts, Letters, and 
Other Papers V haifccvrr; and alfo all Ships and V''^els, (Lois, Waits, Merchandizes, 
Money, Sefiirui--s foi MoP.ey, an/ al' oilirr Eif.fls vvlutluevcr, of or belonging to the 
faid L'^n ted t'oiTipiny, /hall beano remain the Property of the fa.d Company; and that 
the faiJ Ciimpany /hail have, I'le, aed ri,j .y, the ixLiolive Trade and Commerce hcic'o- 
forc grintcd and nu\\ enj yef by them, and Hiall have and enjoy ail Bmelit and Advan* 
tage aiifme fr'on the "1 crritoiial Acq i.fiii'ins and Revenues lately ol)t.>,nfil in the Kaft- 
Indies, in the I'an.e Miniici, and for 'he faitie Term, and in liicli Pioporfions, as the 
i'«m' aie now feciirrii to t'lem ; and th t all ait'J ev-rv ti'C Right-, IiiferrHs, Privileges, 
jin-l A'lihnii'i'"!, WM it are now veiled in the la-d Ci'inpany, and wli'ili are not herthy 
taken a«.iy, 'l-errd, i.rijr-e.l, r.-n.a n 'o, anu ton'tnue in, the laid Company; 

and that ilie I'.<i'i ('mipa y null be .ir.fv i n'llf for. uiid b • I able to le fo-'d for, all Debts, 
Covenant*, Crnt-affs, and Damji-d olwh'-.-r, in as mil and artiple Manner, to all 
Intents and Porpofes uh,4;ioevrr, »• if th s Act had never been made. 

And, for the loh* Piirpii'e of i-rdtring an I nundg.ng tlie Commerce of the faid United 
Company, i-iidcr and S bj'-fl to the OkicT' and D.ieill.ni'S of tiie faid Dircftors hereby ap- 
poin’el, !)'■ n I'lirt'ur rnadted bv the Xuihoriiy atore;,,;,!^ That Thomas Cheap Ffquire, 
George Cumif.g h-fqiiire, Ruhard lia I Ei(|iiire, J-iha flarriton Efqune, li'li-ph Sparkts 
Ifquire, John Mich e I.fquire, john Sn ith l-fniiiie, flcorge 'I'nti-m Efq-o.re, and James 
Mo/latt tfqiii e, brir ■' Pi- pr-.i-t i« -rn « 1 iht n,, "t Two thoiifand Pounds C ipltal Stock 
in the fa'd U.ji ed ('or-j-ar s, .n hdii, /hall b- A/FiiLint Direftors, for the Purpofe Lift 
aforefaid; and from 'I'-mc to Tin e, vv.thovn Req'iifitn n, and alfo as often as they 

fhal- be thereunto reqiiite-l ten. cr -n Ace not of tluir PricieJings to the faid Directors 
hereby apton-i-d; jii'l in all Ma '< u an! Tilings vs h,it (never, /hall purfiie and fol¬ 
low fuch ‘/rJ'is a-id Dirtfii ill', as ' . y/hv!l i'lom Tunc to Time receive frpm fuch 
Diredljti, ^ 

And o " f ll•in■•r (iia^vd b-/the At h-nty afprcfaid. That the DirPiHor-herrjiv ap- 
poin!''ti/haii, iniiire lot j iliall etecutr or aft in the I'.iiu O/hce oh IJircflur hereby 
appointcii, tdl;i' i ii. inli 'v. lO Oath t 


" J yf. F d.)''■''h'‘u'ly ; . m I'e r ' fw-epr. Tint, in i:.e Ofliie of a Direflor of 

“ liie C.. Conii.iiiyii Mettl.i-.'.ts rd' Fn,;liii. iiading to ilie Eaft-1 tidies, J 

will he ii't .'fi-'en- an.' -qiul m.il' M,iirer n* ‘'•-(.ir.s, snd I vvill give my hell 
“ A -v'ce .'-id AinH.-ncc j'l t il.e S'l) po>t .>iid Govcrnrv'-i.t ot the (aid Company, and 
I r ilir 'od Managemt ot of toe T'emto-ial P'-dr/ljont, the Revenuef, and the 
(’f-’.if r- t < t lii't K.iftg<:om in th- p ili Indie'; and -ti *hc Executinn of the laid 
*• (J hrei. Dir-dior, ( will fai'hi'idiv j'ld honefily dcrnuati myfel/, according to the 
“ 1 e/i Ilf iTiy SJciil anti Under/! rnding.” 


Which f/.d 0--h, any Two of the Oirftd -rs heril-y appi)'.ntcd /hall from Time to Tinria 
hive Power to admioi'/T. An-’t!-.-- he /.(lillai.r frirtfltirs of ijje laid Company, be¬ 
fore they /halt eiecute cr -it in ihs uflue ot AlIiiLtiit D.reclt.r, /hall take the following 
Oath ( O' 


«' I A. B. 
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“ J V?. B, do faithfully promife and fwear, That, in the Office of AffiAaQt l5i» 
“ rei'^or of the UiiiteJ Company of Merchants of England tr,)ding to the Eeft« 
“ Indi-*', I will be indifferent and etjudl to all Manner of Perfons, and I will giett, 
my belt Advice and Alliflarice for the canying on, managing, and improving, th« 
** Trade add Commerce of the fiid Company; and in the Execution of the faid Ofiico 
of Affiftant Diredlor I will faithfully and honeifiy demean myfelf according to the. 
** beft of ray Skill and Underftanding,” 


Which faid lafl mentioned Oath any Two of the Dire£tor 9 hereby appointed ihali from 
Time to Time have Power to adminiflet. 

And be it lurther enaOed by the Au'hority aforefaid, That in cafe any Vacancy or Va¬ 
cancies lhall happen in the Office of tlie faid Direflots hereby ippoinieil, by Death, R^r 
fivri.itx'n. Removal, or ntherwife, fuch Vacancy or Vacancies fhali be hlied by hiS Ma« 
\eiiv, under his Sign Manual. 

And be it further cnJ^^cJ by the Authority aforefaid. That in cafe any Vacancy or 
Vacancies fhall happen in the Office of the faid Affiftant Diredlors, by Death, Rcfigna- 
Jion, Remnvil, or othciv.ife, fuch Vacancy or Vacancies fhall be lilied by the Majority 
o‘'ll,R Piopri' iDrs of the fjid United Company, qualified in the Manner required bv an 
Act of the Thiitceiitli Year of his prefent Majcffy, intituled, “ An AO for eiVabhfhing 
“ certain Regulation'., for rh- better ManageniCnt of tlic Affairs ot r!ie EalUlndia Com- 
pane, as well in India as in Euroaej" which Proprietois, at inch Llectiun of any Af- 
f'ffaiit Oiredfur, lhall nut vote b\ Ballot, or in any other coveit or concealed Manner, but 
III an open (.'ooTt, fi.r ih.ii Purjo'e only fpcLially liimmoned; and every (ucli Proprietor, 
in giving 1 IS or het Vot', fh..ll fubferibe his or her Name, in a Boi k to be prepared .'or 
that Piirpi fe, under il»c Name of the Pcrion fur wlitim he or fhe lliall vote. 

And ' e it liiiili'-r enaifted bv the Au'honty aiorelaid. That if Kive of the faid Dr- 
tedtors hereby aj.jU'ii.T'd, who fliall be pirfent at any Meeting, fhall, v.'aon Enquliv, ar-d 
Lxaininaiion ’-.'i) the I'l luiuCb and Rel’aueur of the laid AUiiiarit Dirt.‘lot.s, hi:d 
tliat anv ot ihem i*. i-'jilty of Negleft or Alif'crricnnor in tlte rxecutnni of his faid OiTnr, 
or ot wilful Dilobt’dienc ; of anv Order or Oideis of ti.e *,jid DireCiois appoint ■ i, 

tluy are hereby au i.iif"! I'd impouered to remove and '''i/ptai.e fuih .'riiilLant Di'Cifiio ^ 
fjitaring 111 ih.ir f"ii'.. s 'ber Rl’-Io'iS ic'pedfiixly^ for removing or difplacing inch 
Affiflant Diredlor, ii...'i»-.' v. ,“,1 f -fpi'flivi' Name'. 

And he it further e nacl 1! y iiie Authority .ileiel.i'd. Tint the laid Wiiiiam Earl Fi!a- 
wi'liam (liall b<‘, during ,his v'cntimiance as a DiiLffoi by virtue ot ih'S A'tt, t’h.iitr.aii 
f tin; Board of Di'e'ftrs, a-id the laid lU^i.t H.'nouiat.lc I'lcdcica .1 .;;u, L'c. orv 
Chairman thereof ; and if tlie laid chairman (hall me, teben, or be teinoverf from f-.t!, 
Oliice <if Direflor, .it any Time during the Com inuai ce or th s then and in that 
Cafe the faid De, uiy Coairman lhall focrced to the (.ffi.c cl Chj'rman of the faid Boe.d 
of Directors i ami if th-faid Deputy Chairman being iievoms Climm.n < f th.: faid Beard 
or Diref^ors flnili alio iii-, f lign, or be renoved fro'ii t',-: U'd iji'ne-.'f a Di'edlor, th'n 
and in that Cale, 1 ml ihu in cseiy other t'.i e ol a Vacauev in the 
the faid Bo'.rd of Diiettms, the fiid Dote'e* hsiei y p.iinte.d iha'I l'' 0 ■ 
of ihcmfelves to fii-mv Imh Vac mi”, an' II , V 1. ii,. V, .* Iitr in S- 
wife, fliall at any I'liiie lia' peri m tlie Mid Offit t of Depety C'hj'.,r’n 
of Direilors, efliblifbed by ilns ACd. th- laid Diit'hna* hereby u.i,: 

Manner, choi 1- am! e!--! Om- .■( n (•n'e!.'': to (up.iii. lurh y. 

Anil be it turthci er.iffed ov tbe /* u I .nny .s^uiD.d, Thi'' the I »1 i ^ b..!t'nsn of fJ.e 
M'd Board of Dinfio's, or, 111 h t .V/iii.i', ibo faid Deuu-v Cli ii-'ti o', fliaii have 
Power to call or fummon ,iu e-tra irc' ii„ry .Me,ting or the (.. ■ DireM u'. i .reby ?epo r• 
ed, at fuchTime Tiirei as he fhall ihii.k rsped.nv ; tr. v. i" any Mi'e-n 

whiitevfr of fiitli Direflnr, if he .|; (I. mb fr, propole th * '.i.c'-. be orii (.gr'fut, d 


f Chairm.’.n ot 
•I ■ and '•Iccl Ur.c 
.(■ ffioi. I'-r clht;- 
f : f r, !a;,; Boaid 


ictr .-"ly 


by lurh »1liet,ors a' futh .vlftrirv ; ...id m rt'e nl .n e.joi! i.'iv l.un <! 

Q_;i ill 0 V.-latevi"-fi. tiirc iKt oi.,'dni U'le^bor ,'.bill 1 lie the eafti'i>: V^cicfi Pre- 
M.iid a.wj'S, I ha.’ nrithir.a, luu. >ri f unttiorU n all p vc.: ih ■ .Vlaioriiv ol luch Oitecicrs 
prefent .it ans Meet.ng, lion, adjou'mng their I't ::'i.;'. '.icii Time or Limes as thty 

m.ill tl.mk pr„p-1. ^ 

And he It fold IT cnailed by the A'Jthoilti afor.-fj-d, That it thall n- t be lawful for 
th. I.t M Dim»‘'ois hfiehy .ippoiotcd, or any ot tiieiu, upon any Q eii ',0 wha'fVM, I'l 
vote y Ballot, or in .nv rber tov-rt M.iiinei ; and 'hat in .-’.n Dt.;' n r.ie of on, 

cxeCj I as to tt.e l.ie^'ion to Olhcr, of Pcrloris not hiring telne in 'i-e Service of 
fit; faij United Con pany, tlid laid L'iieilots ( -.9 well the :.la;o;ity .* ihofc who ItaU 

* * ' dliiVnt) 
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dilTent) fhall each of them en^cr, on the Journals of the fiid DireAori, hit Rcafoitt 
for h=s Vote, figicrd with his Name, or his Aiihcrcnce to the Rcjlont entered by any 
tftber Diredor. 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon direflly or in¬ 
directly furnilhing the faid United Company wiih Shipping, or fnrliifhing the faid 
United Company, or their Servants, with any Article of their Inveflment oiitwardsp 
either from Gicat Bri'ain, or from fuch Forts and Places as the Company’s Ships have 
'Occafion to touch at in their Way to Ind.a, or with any Naval or Military Stores, 
or cone rned in buying and felling any Commodity of the faid Uni'ed Company’s Im- 
portato'i, (hall be capable ot being a Director, or Affiftant Direflor, for the Execution 
of this Act. 

nAnd be it alfo enaCted by the Authority a^oiefaid, That|no Person ihall be capable 
of b'lng a Dii"£lt)r, or ASiHant Director, for the Execution of this Aft, againftwhom the 
Ch.irge of any coni'pt FraCt ee, Peculation, or Opiir'flion in Ind.a, doth or /hall appear 
in t ■ Records of the lain Uni'ca Company within the Space of Two Years befi.re the 
Tine of his Nominati.m, or lhall be made upon Oath bchre the faid Directors hereby 
appointed within the Space of Two Years before the Time of his Nutninatlcn, until 
fuch DireCtais, or Three < f them, /hall have examined into the lame, and /hall have fe- 
verally declared that they have examined into ihe laid Charge, and do in their Conference 
believe Inch Ferlon not guilty of the fiid Charge; or that the;. Jo, upon the faid Ex.-)mi‘ 
nation find the (aid Charge not of fiflicient Importance to exclude the faid Perfon from 
the f.iio UfRce of D reClnr, or A/Tiftant Director, as the Cafe may be j and that they have 
entered up.> . their Journals their Rrafons for fuch their Opinion, 

And be it further enaCted by the Authority aforcfaid, That no Perfon who hath 
been, n'W is, or /hall hereafrer be, in the Service of the faid United Company in 
]ndi.4, /hill be capable of bring a Director, or Afli/tant DinCtor, for the Execution 
of this ACt, within the Space of Ta'O Years from the Time of his lall Return from 
India. 

And be it further enaCird by the Authority aforcfaid, That the faid Directors hereby 
appointed /h<ll, Oace in every Six Months, l.iy before the Proprietors of the faid 
United Company, in a General Court to be for ihir Purpofe afleinbled, an exaCt State of 
the Deb s and Credits of the faid United Company ; the iirft Coil and Charges of their 
Iiiveflments, outward and inward ; with the Sums of Money in India, applicable to an 
fnve/lment, accora ng to the lail Accounts received therefrom ; an Account of the Ship¬ 
ping ; an Account ot the Produce of the Sales j and the State of the Warchoufes at Homs 
and Abruad. 

Provided always, and be it further enaCled, That it /hall not be hiwful for the faid 
Prop'ietois to fummon or a/Tcmblr any General Court (except at the Times and for the 
Purpofes mentioned in this ACl) more than Once in every Three Month'; and that it 
lhall he lawful ior them fo to a/lemb r Once in every Three Months, u)'on a General 
Court being / inimoncd or callrd bv tlie l.i l DireClors hereby apfu.ntrd, or Three of them, 
who arc hen i>v authorife.! to fummi-n or -.ijl fi.th General Court once in every Three 
Months, upon Demand being made to thi. " by any Nine or rrore of the Members of the 
faid Company, having each of the n Five, nur.diei Founds, nr more, infeie/l or Sliare of 
the Stock of the faid Comp.i'iv, within Ten Days after fuch l^emand ; and in Default of 
the faid Directors, or Three ot them, fummoning or calling fucb General Court, it /hall 
he lawful fur the faid Nine or moie Meirt. s, having each E'lvc hundred Founds Stock 
as aforefatd, upon T i Days Notice in Wntirg, to be fixed upon the Royal Exchange in 
London, lo Aimrfinn and hold a General Cojit. 

And be it further enacted by the Authority af..refaid. That the faid Directors here bf 
appointed lhall, within Twenty Day«i after the Commencement if every Sr/lion of Par¬ 
liament, lay before the Lords Commi/Tioners of his Majefty’s Trea'ury (who aic hereby 
authorit'ed and required, without Lofs of Time, to lay the fame before both Houfrs of 
Parliament) an Account of the Produce of the Territorial and other Revenues of the faid 
United Company in India ; and alfo E/limatei of the Civil, Military, and Naval £/labli/h> 
ments there; together with a State of the Bond and other Debts due from the faid United 
Company to India, di/tinguifhing what belongs to each of the ptincipal Prefidencics and 
Settlements of the faid United Company in India ; and alfo the Stale of the Tra'c, laid 
by the faid Din^turi before the faid Proprietors at their then la/l General Court. 

And be it further eaaCted by the Authority afoiefaid, That the laid DireCtois hereby 
appointed, or the major Part of them, fhall have full Power snd Authority to remove, 
dilplace, (bfpend, appoiat, confirm, or rcftoie, all and every Per/on or Perfons uhatio- 
. ever, 
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evrt, from of to any Office, Station, or Capacity wbatfoever. Civil or Military, in Hm 
Service of the fai'l United Company, or any way concerned in the .Management of theiir 
Ai^'airs witiin this Kingiium, or in India, whether any fuch Perfuit'or Perfoni fliallhavs 
been nomin-ire i or appointed in and by any AA or A£ta of Parliament, or howfofivet 
othrrwiie nominated or appointed, except as is herein provided and eftabli/hed, zs to 
the Appxintinent and Removal of lucn Diteftora themfelves, and of the faid Affiftant 
Diredlors. 

And, for the more fpeedy and cffeflual Punilbment of Offences committed in India, by 
Perfons employed in the Service of the faid Company, be it enafted by the Authority 
aforefiiit, Th.i whenever any Charge of Corruption, Peculation, Oppreffion, Extortion, 
Rec*ipiit Preft nu, Ulury. Breach of Orders, or other grievous Offence, (hall be exhi¬ 
bited or made before the Governor-General and Council of Bengal, or the Prefldent and 
Council of any of the Prefiaencies or Settlements Abroad, of the faid United Company, 
and ranfrnittcd fr-m 'hence to the Court of DircAors hereby difeon'inued, or to the faid 
Dire£lur-! hereby appointed, againft any of the (aid Governors, Prefidehts, or Membere 
of the Council, of any of the faid Prefidencies or Settlements of the faid United 6om- 
pariy, or others, in any Office, Station, nr Emplovment, Civil or Military, in the faid 
Unred Company's Service; or which (hall be exhibited or made by any of the Native 
Princes, deorndr't upon or under the Protedfion of the faid United Company, againft 
any (iich P'rion or I’erlons; the faid Dirrffiirs hereby appointed Ihall, within Twenty 
Days after the (ame fhall be received, enter into an Exa;i ination of futh Charge: And 
if, upun or in C'lnfequence of fuch Examination, fuch Diredfors fliall not think proper 
either -o recall or oroer a Profecution againft fuch P.rfon fo charged, each and every foch 
Direffor making Inch Examination as aforefaid into fuch Charge, lhall enter in Writing, 
and fiib' rihe with his Name in the Journals of I'uch Dire^ors, his Opinion on the Vali> 
dity and Import‘iicr of iuch Charge, with his fpecific Realbni, on the patticular Cafe, 
for nxt recalling the Perfon fo charged, or for not ordering a Profecution upon fuch 
Charge. 

And be it further cnafteJ by the Authority aforefaid, That before any Perfon or Per* 
fons whatli.evrr, who have been, are, or fliall heieafter be, in the Service of the faid 
United Cumpanv, in anv Office, Station, or Einployment \vhatfO'’ver, Civil or Mili¬ 
tary, in any of the Prcii.'ri'cies or Settlements of the faid United Company Abroad ; 
and who have oerii, or are. r .hall hi, I'n Great Britain after fuch Service Abroad ; 
and againft vvhum any Ch.irgc ihall .ipi-car upon any Part of the Company's Records, or 
ihall have been made to the faid Court of*Dire£lnrs hereby difeontinued, or General 
Court of Pruprirt'ir', or Oiail be mai''* or exhibited to the faid Direffors hereby appoint¬ 
ed ; fhall be permitted by the faid DireClors hereby appointed to rc'urn to any Part of 
India, cither in the (ame, or in any other Office, Station, nr Employment, in the 
Service u( the (aid United Company; and .itfo, before the faid Direvlors hereby ap¬ 
pointed fhall confirm the Appointment, oi (• fi'er the Departure from Great Britain, for 
India, of any Penon or Prrfuns who may have been or fhall be appointed to any Office, 
Station, or Employm.ent whi* oever, in the Service of the faid United Company, and 
againft whom any (uch Charge fhall appear, or fliall have been made, or (hall be 
made as aforefaid ; -nd alto before the fa'd Directors hereby appointed, fhall themfeivea 
appoint any Perfon, having before been in the Service of the faid United Company, to 
any Office, Station, or Empl'jment w hatfoever, in the faid United Company's Service, 
and againft whom any fuch Ch.iigr fliall appear, or fliall have been msJc, or fliall 
be made as aforefaid ; the faid Direftors hi-r(.l>) cj fhall, and they are here¬ 

by required, to make a full and particular Examination and Enquiry into the CondufE 
cf every fuch Perlrn, relative to the faid Service, .and the S' hj;-:! Matter of fuch 
Charge t and fliall enter on their Journals their Peaf.na tor permuting any fuch Perfon 
turetuin, or confirming the Appointment, and perniitiing '.Ite Depanure of any fuch 
Perfon, or for them elves appointing any fuch Perfon (as the Cafe may be) notwlth- 
ftanoing fuch Charge. 

And be it further enaAed by the Autliority aforefaid, That in cafe of any Difpotes, 
Differences, or Controveifiea whatfoever, which Inive arifen and are depending, or which 
fliall or may hercaftn arife, between the Governor General and Council of Brngal j 
or between any of the Piefidcnts of any other of the Settlements of the faid United 
Company, and their refpeflive Councils; ni between any of the faborciinate Chiefa 
and their Councils ; or between the Guveinment ot one Settlement and the Govern¬ 
ment of any other Scltlemcnt; or between any cf the Governors or prcliding Powers of 

1 any 
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t^-of tli« fijiordinate Settlements; the faid Direilors hereby appointed fliall, within 
TPfltJltj Day# after 4e Receipt of any official Attoant of any fuch Dispute, Difference, or 
Otatroverfy, enter upon an Eiannination and Enqniiy into the fame; and ffiall, within 
Vlisve'Month# thereafter, eiiher come to a dcfini'ive Peefion thereupon, or enter upon 
thefr Jenrnalt their Reafoni, figned with their reipe^tive Names, for not coming to iuch 
-definttifo Decilion. 

And be it further enacted by the Autho rity aferefaid, That if at anv Time the 
Oomnor General and Council of Bengal, or the Prefident and Council of any of the 
principal or fubordinate Seitletnents, fhall require the Direftion or Opinion of the fa id 
DireAon hereby appointed, on any Matter whatfoever for the Government of fuch Go¬ 
vernor General and Council, or Prefident and Council, or for the Settlemrnt or Ac- 
comiftodatton of any Matter in Difpute, or likely to come into Difpute, between or 
•mong them, or any of them; the faid Diredlors fhall return an Anfwcr, Opinion, or 
DtreAion, to fuch Requifition, within Three Months after icreiving the Letter or 
Letters containing the fame, or enter upon their Journals their Keafons, figned with 
their refpeftive Names, for not fending the fame within the Time ^forefaid. 

And be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That if at any Time any Complaint 
fhall be made of any Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or Grievance, done or committed 
againft any Native Prince in India, by any of the Governments of the faid United Com¬ 
pany’s SetHements, or any Officer or other Perfon, Civil or Militaiy, in the Service oi 
the faid United Company; or if any fuch Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or 
Crieuance, fhall (without Complaint being made thereof) appear upon any Part of the 
Correfpondence relative tothe faid United Company's Affairs; the fa.d Direflors hereby 
appointed fhall, as fpeedily as may be, enquire into fuch Breach rf Treaty, Injury, 
Iffrong, or Grievance ; and lhall begin their Examination into the fame, by reading and 
COnfidering any Treaties, Agreements, or Affuranccs, fubfifting between the faid United 
Company and fuch Native Prince, or any way relative to him, ii any lurh there fhall 
be, or any Orders which may hive been given by the Court of Diref'tois hereby difeon- 
tinued, or General Court of Proprietors, relative to fuch Native Prince; and the faid 
Direflors hereby appoin'ed fhall do full and complete Jtiffice to fuch Native Prince for 
foch Breach of Treaty, Injury, Wrong, or Grievance, and on every material Article 
and Head of Charge (if there be more than Ope) fpecificaliy, and not upon the Whole of 
fiich Charge in Grofs. 

And whereas by the Charter of the faid Qompany, granted in the Tenth Year of King 
William the Third, all and every Members of the faid Company, thereby qualified to 
fee EleAors of the Dire£iors of the Did Company, have Power and are Juthorifed, in 
their General Courts or j\ffemblics, by Majority of tbeir Voter, to make and conffitutr 
xeafonable Bye-laws, Conftitulions, Orders and Ordinances, fre n Time to Time, as 
well forraifing and calling in and Payment of Montes for an additional Joint S ock for 
the better carrying on and managii.g the faid Ti id**, and for the applying and piopor- 
tioning the Profit, Advan'.age, and Produce arifin;, -v the Joint Stock and Trade, ayfor 
the good Gcvernmeiii of the faid Trade to the F.-id Indus, and cthei the Puts afoie- 
(aid, and of the Fa£iurs, Agents, Officers, and otfers concerned in the fame, and to 
infiiA reafonable Penalties and Punifbments, by Imprifonments, MulAs, Fines, or 
Amerciaments, for any Breach or Breach's thereof, and to levy fuch Fines, Miildlr, or 
Amerciaments, to the Ulc of the faid Company, and their Succeffors, fo th’c fuch Bye¬ 
laws fhould not be repugnant to the Laws of this Kir^ om, ard fliould lie confirmed and 
approved according to the Star .'ct in Inch Cafes made and provided: And whereas all 
the Powers and Authorities of the faid Members of the 'aid CVmpany are !.y this Aft tranf- 
ferred to, and veiled is, the Diieftors henby appointed j he it enafted, That the faid 
Dlreftors hereby appointed fhall not have soy Power or Authority, nor a’C they hereby 
ImpowereJ or authonfed to inflift any Penalty or Pnn fhmrn- by Imprifoiuuent, Mulft, 
Pine, or Amerciament, for any Breach of any Bye-law, Confluotion, Order, or Or¬ 
dinance, which fhall be by them made or conlhtuted, iinlefs fuch Penalty or Punilb- 
aient fhall be affented to and approved by a Majority of the Members of the faid Com- 
pltny having One Thoufand Pounds Intercft or Share of the faid Stock, at a General 
Caorr to be afTeinbled by the faid Direftors hereby appointed for the Purpede ot confi- 
dering fuch Penalty or Punifhment. 

And be it forther enadkd by the Authority aforefaid. That Throp, and not lefa, of the 
faid Diitifton, fhall form a Board for executing this Aft, or any of the Poweri thereof# 
•r any other Powers vefted io or committed to, or which iluli be vetted in ot committed 

to 
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fuch Directors; and the ina}or Part of the Direfior* prefent (hall determine, thiMfC 
vvl.i I * rfic Voltes (hall be eq'ially divided, and then the Chairman, or, in his Ablenee^ tlw 
Utr ity Chairman, (hall have two Voices, or the cafting Voice. 

And be it further cnadted by the Authority aforefaid. That all ^e CorreQiQodeilcc of 
the faid Dirrtlois hereby appointed, with all Perfons whatfoever in theService of 
f-iid United Company, (hall be figned by the Secretary of fuch Dircftori^ by Order-of Ite 
Board, 

And whereas, by virtue of the Charter of the faid Company, and the RegolatiDM 
vliith h.ivc (roin Time to Tunc bern made for the better Covernment of the faid Com- 
]i.iny, it is rrci'iir^d, that certain A£ls flipulJ be done or confented to, and that certain Ac* 
coiinrs Oi'iiiil be t.gned by a particular Number of the Direflors hereby difeontiniied} bo 
it th'*rcf''re en.n'ted bv the Awihority aforefaid, That in all Cales whatfoever, where any 
Aft. Matter, or Thiii", is dirrfleJ to be done or confented to, or any Accounts or 
Writing to be figiint by any particular Number of fuch Direftors, fuch A£t, Matter, or 
Tiling, (hall, from and atter (he Commencement of this Aft, be done or confented to^ 
and fuch Accounts or Writing (hall be figned by Three of the Oireflors hereby ap,* 
pointed. 

And be it further en:flcd by ihe Authority aforefaid. That the faid DireAorl hereby 
ap,)ointe.l, and Alllfldiit Duetlors, and each and every of them, during the Continuance 
of I his Ai‘l. dial! be uticily incapable of talcing, holding, or exercifing, any Office, Sta>i 
tion, nr 1’im|ilavmenr whatfoever, in the Service of the (aid United Comoany } and (hall 
aif'i be incapable of taking, holding, or exercifing, any other ('lace of Profit from the 
CroVMi, during FIcaliirc, 

And b ' ii further cnaffed by the Authority aforefaid, That it (hall and may be lawful 
fur !i s M-j.rtv to remow eny of th• faid Dueflors hereby appointed, or Affiftant Di« 
reilois, upon an Addrels of cither Houfe of Parliament. 

/Vnf whereas a Doubt may ar le, wfnther the Place of DireAor, when the fame fliall 
lie iirld t-v .iriy Peri''n, to ()e apuointcd by his Majclly in Manner herein before*provided, 
be not wiiii'U tile Provilic'n of an A£1 of the lixth Year of the Reixn of Q^ieen Anne 
(intiiuhd, “ An AU for the S-xiirity i.f her Majefty’s Perfon and trovernmenf, and of 
“ the SiiccrlTi'in co liie Crown of Great Britain in the Protel'rant Line,”) although the 
fiid Place (hall have been created and err£led bv Authority of Parli.ament; be it there* 
fore cn.£lc'i! and declared In the Aothniiiy aforclaid. That fuch Odice (hall not be deemed 
and taken m be w.tbin 'in lutrnt and Purvien of the faid Atl ; nor (hall any Perfon *C- 
' •■p'ing and holdi.'ij. t.’n i b an .Apo iintrnrnt from his Majelly under his Royal 
Sign Manual, be tii(ieo\ u itjuaMicd lioni being clewed, orfiiting and voting at a Mem* 
her of the Houle of Comiiiois. 

And be it furihir enadt-c. by the Authority aforefaid, That there (hall be allowed and 
paid for and to each of the Allilfant Uireffnrs, for fo long Time as he (hill continue in 
the Office, a clear yearly Salary of Five hundred Pounds, payable by half-yearly Pay¬ 
ments j and that the ref^peClive Payments of the laid Salaries (hall be (hired and allowed 
in the Account o( the Dilburfements for the Management of the Affiairs of the faid 
United Ead-India ('ompany. 

And be it enaft-d by the Aothnrity aforefa'd. That if any Perfon hereby appointed an 
Allilfani Diredor of the faid United t'ompany (hall, at the Time of ih“ Commencement 
of this Aft, be a Member o( the Houle of Common^, the Scat of every fii.-h Perfon 
in t'lc l-l'.ule of Comrtions (hall from thenceforth be, and is hereby de(.l>ir'd to b", void{ 
and no Perfon appointed by lb s Aft, or who (liall hcrealter be electn! nv ih'- Pioprict'irs 
of the Eiff India Slock, to be an Affilfant Direftor of the (aio Co-opiiiv, (hall be ca¬ 
pable ot being eleftcl, or of fitting or voting as a Member of the Hmie or Commons, 
during 'll-- rime that lie (hall continue to he an Affiilaiit Director o^^ the laid Company. 

And be ir tHriher enafted by the Authority aforef-na, That if any Perfon bereoy dif- 
abled or declared to be incapable to fit or vote in Parliament lhall nevetthelcls he returned 
as a Member to fvve fur any t'oun'y, Stewartr., Ci'y, H'noipb, 'r.iwn, L'inque Port, 
or Place, in P.irliamrnt, Inch Eleft on and Return aie hireby rriafted and declared lo be 
void: And if ai'.*, Pctlon hereby I'llabled, or declared iiicapaolc oy th" A‘t lo bt* eirfted, 
lhall pre'iimc to lit nr vote .is a .Mem'’er of the Houfe ot Ct>m'r.ons. In h Pcrion (o fit¬ 
ting or V'luiig (h.i!J fn.ifeii the Sum of Five hundred Pound.* (or ev.TV D.y i i w icli he 
(hall fi t Or V no in il.r r.ii i Huo'e, to any Peribn or Periods wli » (hall (no (or tlie 1.i i-o .A 
any of his M.i|el)y's Courts at Wefiminfier ; and the Money lo torleited (lia'I !.e re ocered 
by the Perfon oi Pfrions f.t fuiiig, with full Cofts of Suit, in any of the fnd i’. u ", by 
any Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or lofornisc.on, in which no Eiroio, Priv. P'o- 
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teAtoiij or Wager of Law, or more than One Imparlance, ftall be allowed; or by Aim* 
mary Complaint before the Court of SciTion in Scotlandi 

And be it further enafled by the Authority aforefaid. That thi$ AfV, and all the Pro- 
vlfiooa herein contairC.'d, (hall commence and take EflFeA from and immediately after thta 
AA lliall have received his Majeily’a Royal Aflent, and fliall continue and be in Foic« 
for and daring the Space of four Years. 

And be itenaded by the Authority aforefaid, That this AA ihall be conilrued, ad« 
judged, and taken to be a Publick A£t, to all Intents and Purpofea whatfoever. 



EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 

HOUSE OF COMMON Sr 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 8, 1 783. 

DEBATES 

o i; 

MR. SECRETARY FOX’S BILL, 

j- ij k 

W-^nsr, tiic All.MRS of the T.vst IvriA Comtamy in the 
Ilcuid*; of ecitain Com.mh.movuk j, for the Benefit of 
.Vroi'hiltoks and the PuEiic. 




,T n. Sixi-ftaj-y Fi)>. mnvcfl, tV:-! thf rrnic n Ijy tht* Iloufe, OB 

LVa Aiioii111 Aj'iil I', •!;, and (-tht-i', v.hich ihcy 

X i:-i. 111 Miiy i7'x2, ini{;iu (.i riMil. 'l’'i:' luvi'i" 11^ •!! I'-nTipl.rd with, Mr« 
I'l'-. .ill hr. I'i'cclIi with o;if'*rviii!', th.'it iii ihr tlatc ot rc-fponfibility in 
ni',.. h til .fi.'pi'ifuns s\lvi fiMi’d ihcii’.fiIvijs yMiged to tome forwaid, to 

1 iM(.iluri-s of griMi diii;i'iiliy .sj'.J iin).'on.''.nce to Parliament it was Ibme 

».• I'fiirt at Icafl to that then doing fn v.Mi not a matter if their own 

t'' h'lt T matter to whleh they were uig'-d tiy the acknowledge and undc- 
i lie i'ivc '1 tv of J.I1C moment: In the [lelint tafe, the deplo^Hj^tuation of 
tl 1 1,ill 1 Company was well ki< iwn, and uniterfally ac^^^KV their c.x*' 

til me dilh't I', ami the emb^rKiifed {l<tte of their aHairs, called for 

I'e .lid Ilf Cyi>'.t-innu nt, but requited its immediate the only 

fioliiMe means of averting .and prcveniinp the fitisl and^^^Betc deftrue* 
trill of ihe Ciimi'any’s intorefts,; and with them, of mm^Hy injuring, if 
not entirely niming, the inteieila of the nation, as far 83 conncAe^ 

with our ternt.-iriai .ncquifitions in India. Thrl'e drctam^BBbeing undeni* 
.n’nl'-, arduous and ditfieiiU in the evireiTic as the talk he hafflrafhimfelfto per* 
toim that day undoviiitedly wa*-, 't was fome coiifplaticMi^ fatisfaftion to 
h'm to know, iliat he was merely difeharging an aA .of^^t^fpenlible duty as 
a Mi'iifier ; that there was no choice or option before l^riiithac he was not 
iib'Ml to olitmde any idle, vilionary, or fpeciilative prt^fts'of his own upon 
il'i"!' notice ; but was in the ad ut ollering to the eonfid^tatlbh of Parliament, 
the bell Proportions fur the prefervation of ihc India Company, kfid rrApra* 

B ‘ ' lipi) 





& their concern^,, that his jno^ deliberate Attention cq.q 14 - 

ano that he did it, for no other rcafon upon earth, than becaule the 
that called for it was fo urgent, that it prelTed it forwards, irrcfiilibly^ 

n iiiniiitTril"n m“*"* m>t Athaiiikfltf ^rUer dday< 

^ Afttr an ejtordium to this purport, Mr. Fox laid, it would be neceflary to 
their ininds lo the application by the Company lall year to that 
foaieave.to harrow., 500,000!. ai'-d arterv-irds^for a farther aid of 300,0001^ 
attdL fo A theit cerniimQn df the p«-.-nct»t of.Cuftoais, ro-ihe amount of 
^oo,oool. more. This Later fum, 1 had underftood, fwcllcd conlidcrably 
fince } and fuch was the ftate of the Company, th.st thev now flood in need of 
very great afliflaR<‘e feitlieji He itated, mat by a eeftdfin'Aifb of Parliament, 
which, he raentioiii d, the Company were hound down to accept no more Bills drawn 
upon them from India, than am-»unted to 300,000!. without ihecxprcfs toiiferu of 
i:he Lords of his MajcJiy’s Treafury. This condition, he underftood, to have 
leen made with the nuaa, that if Bills tp the aingunt «>f a trilling excefs over 
and above tlsc 300,030!. ibouid h.sppcn.ta be drawn upon the Company iron* 
their fcltlcmcins, .ind 'Cli'onld appear to the Lords of the Treafury, that fuch 
Bills were proper to be paid, a‘power of making the ueccHary provifion for 
vthem flii.iild oe lodged fomewherc. So fSiV, h •.\cver, from the excels being 
trifling, the Bills that had been drawn u/on il'c Company, trom Bengal, over 
and above tin} ;^^c,oooL’ amounted to nfai W two iriillions oi money ! Ifis Ma- 
3 i;Cy’s Loids of the Treafury had therefore, and he doubted not the Houfe 
would be of opinion, that In fo doing they had done no more than their duty, 
jrefufed to give their cor.lcnt to the acceptance of thelc Bills. Mr. Pox faid 
farth; i',» that when the Lords of the Treafury confcnied to ctercife the difcre¬ 
turn''Vi fled in theju by tlie A£l Ke pa<l apudeq to, let tlwdegice iti-wbich it was 
exercifed be what it might, ho confidered them as pledging the public faith 
fair-the-yaymeno of the- Bills, the .acceptance of which they petttiittcrf, and 
therefore it bchoicd them to aift with infinite eircumip<^ion and prudence. In 
the prefent cafe, the fum was extremely large; itwaV, licvvrthelefs, obvious, 
that the credit of the Company was of a very delicate nature : If they were not 
nflifted, they mull unavoidably b« rutficd ; and tlie rul.* of a Body of Merchants, 
lb extenlivc in their concerns, and fo important in the eyes of all Europe, as 
the -Englilh Eaft-InJia Company, niuft nccrlfarily give the national credit a 
''^exy great iLock indeed. On the .othej h^nd, ,to .give^ them the requifite aflift^. 
■prfw,' wilhf uf fiifl (examining their affairs, and fitting them to rights, and' 


t^i teoW aWiy puh^ir money'; and fbr'that Houfe to proceed to take the 

die pbefcets of c 6 nftituenrs, th lend'it to thofe whole 
?i<A}S,^Wan'^^.abtfity to mapb|;^ their Ififbir*-, had atreh^j^brought them tet 
£rui 1 c and AffbmeO. but iKltle ground fbr t^xpedation of Better 

# 6 ** fnr this iPBiife’coitve. it miibr nattiraflv be iurnbofed. thererorc, that he 

l-'jnTMiyrt 


moment 
_, 


l nattlrkfly be ftfpfofcd, tljerefore, that he 

of aa 6 )^ting thtf'eafy altelrnatlVe of lending them 



defilji brond kj'n^ofmfhei’, ow'ed, Which 

i^td'^diint in eleven millidni ibyed huiri^red thouAmd 
S th^ value of the pfojperfy 0/ tie Coroppny, of 
ra,’^which‘ he taPed 'rareiClfhllliotts three hundred 
that,'_cveiy‘il<jlrg d&dQ^ed, 'the Company owed 
li'i.oY/'iiiQhey..' IlbVi'ng enlk'rged. upon fhi>, he took 
'nf which had bei^ employed for two 
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terent conftitutions and complexions; tbat xnen pecCe^lfr 
other, and uncoimc^lcd by any tie of politics^ or party, 
that the labours of the two Committees ^d confe^ucntly b^‘ 
impartiality; and that their produce was''jpi!rfefltl.y 
bf the information they had laid before the Hou&^ «a ^ 

ability and precilion ivith wt^ch it was fl'ate<l> loftmtely eptce^u^lthT cXi 
-■ • j- . could poffibly ,ha'#r *■*— 

r petlbqs) cither within d 

proceeding adopted by mh.Cgffij^nect bating. ifafC* 

' one of them (the Secret Committee) had not only ample reports of - tj^- 
refult of their enquicies, but come to ceftain fau^tpnsi as thh necellary d^ 
dudlions from their Reports, to which the Hp^'ie had a'gre^, and which it-h'^ 
in due form ratified and authorized. The other dpenmittee (the 3 e(e£t) h^ 
purfued a different method, and perhaps not a lefs uleful one. They had con*- 
tented thcmfelves with furniUiiog copious Reports, from time to time; fiill of 
information, and had left it to the to draw their own confequences front 

the piemifes laid down in thpfe'Reports, and to adlupon them as to their wifdc^ 
Jhould Teem meet. Both thefe Committees Had agreed, however, in one cfTentiai,* 
particular, each of them declaring; that the farther they proceeded in their en* 
(|uiries, the more it became evident, that all the difkrefs and difficulty of the 
Company was afcribable to the difobcdicnce of the orders of tHeCourt of Direfforsa 
and the rapacity of the Company^ fervants in India. The refedutions come td ' 
by the Hrft Committee (the Secret one, which he had no other reafon for calling 
the firfi Committee; than that it was now at an end) carried in them principles 
to which he gave his moft pcrfedl: acquiefcence, bccaufc they appeared to him 
to be principles of juftice, of humanity, and of found policy; but they neccj(^ 
farily implied this corollary—as they in all probability afcribed the disorder la 
the Company’s affairs to the true caules, certain f]>cci6ed fa^s Rated in the sew- 
folutions; fo it appeared to be incumbent upon chat Houfe, to iniliA pvmUhmeac* 
upon the authors of the mlfchief incurred by thefe faffs. This unfortunately 
threw additional einbari'alTrjiciu upon the talk, the arduous tafk of a .refm^ bf- , 
the fyftem of gowining our Teirii' 'les in India, by involving petfonal coafi* 
derations in one of the myif important queflions that conld engage the attentioa 
bf Parliament. As a farther proof of the neceffity of a new fyReifi, he reA 
minded the Houfe, that the fitiiation of Mr. Haftings at that hour, was not 
very extraordinary, but fuch as every man muft feel for; u therefore cal&a 
loudly for fomeihing Co be immediately done by Parliament. He Rood Goverbot , 
General of India, under a rtfolution of that Houfe for the lieceffity of his recall*' 
That Refblution, they would recoIlcA, palled in the Seffions of lyHx. The 
Court of Direffors; in compliance with the inclinations of the Houfe, which 
certainly ought to have great weight at all times with thet^[ aad^ every other 
piibhc Board, gave orders for the recall of Mr. Hadibgs accordingly;, but ik 
General Court of Proprietors ralhly chofe to oppofe the lenfe' of the Uoi^e bf 
Commons; and to over-rule the Pireflors. Hot that he meant'to p;ive it as hla 
opinion; that the douit of XkireAors were legally bdupd to fubmit their' order 
for the recall of Mr. Hidings to the conlideracion and decifion of the Gener.at< 
Court of Proprietors; on the contrary, he thought they were empowered to aft 
independently; and for f hemfelves; but fo the fail was; A few days previous 
ko the meeting of laR Seffion of Par^ament; a General Court was held, who 
dvcr-rylled the ocder'pf the Copit of Direftors. Vppn .which the latter pre- 
pvedJrtRruftions tp Mr. HaRinjgS; cPnfprmable.tQ.the wi&es ^ (general 
Cout^i'df Proprietors, and they were fentj agreeaUe to. the xegu^c^' of iltat; 
Afts of 1773 and 1780; to Mr. Townlhehd,’ inep of Sute, for his ap- 

jprobitidii.' Mr. Townlhehd adled as-became a Muti^^I Mtentive to-the decla^. 
voice of the Houfe of Commqns; he ftbpped the di/^fehes,, and when Parli#^ 
hient mer, Rated wh/it he bad done to the Houfe. He hoped no Minifter, wh^ 

i hat Houfe had exprefsly fignified its opinion by a refelution in form, wouH 
He dare to aft otharwif* Mj** T''‘>wftlhind i^dixne|.ihistf«eh 
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tifi'; if tin7o|rotpdly became the duty of the Houfe to have aJvifed his y'a 
MiAifters how they wc.re to ; ^nd fo ilip Houfe would have done inmie- 
Attely after Mr. Townlhend had laid the information bcfoie them, that he had 
'rtentioned, but for the changes in his Majelly's Government, that had at that 
timittaken place, and the variety of well-known important topici., that t.ilh-J 
for the difcuilion of the Houfe, from that time to the end pf the Selfion. SiiKc 
then, however, other events had oeenri td, that made Mr. Haftings’ lituatioiiy 
and that of the Britifh Government ui India, more einbarralfing and mote weak. 
Though the order for his recall had’ not been olHcjally fent to the Goveinor-Gc- 
neral, was not by this time, nor were the reiidents of India, anyftiangeis 
ti) the circumftance of the Houfe of Commons having come to a lelblutiun than 
his recall was nccelTary. A General Court of ProjJrietors had allb been lately 
held, who had voted their thanks to Mr. Haflings for his condiidl, and tholw 
thanks were with-held by the Government j in this comphtaictr Aate of atTairs,^ 
therefore, even the friends of Mr. Haftings mull wilh that fomething dceili\o 
were"done, either to le-eflablifh bis full authority, or to recall him. 

Mr. Fov nevt went into a recapitulation of dlfterent events, cither eftabllflird 
by evidercc bclore the Committees, or univerfally admitted, in order to llicw, 
that the j'-efent fyilcra of the government of India, was in its conilitulion 
■fo radically dcfc^rive, as to be incapable of being proci-cded in wilh any prof- 
jtcdl of retrieving the affairs of the Company, or conduiling them profpc-ioufy 
ih futuj^; and that thofc who had hitherto been cntriilled with that govfrn- 
ment, were too greatly wanting in vigoar and wifdoin, to be trufted any longer 
with the managrmert of a bulim lli, in which the nation at ftir^e had infinitely 
more at ftakc than the Proprietors of India Slock. A Ic.arnoiJ Lord, who h.iJ 
beenChalm-iri of the Secret Comniittee, he iemindi.d the Houfe, had empha¬ 
tically fald, " that fhe letters .ird ofders of the Court of HIrcAors to their 
fervanfs in India, were not only confoimnr to jehey and humanity, but con- 
•* tainrd as fim* a fyftem of ethics, as could have Been penned by the will 11 
** moralift ; while the condiicf of thel^ fervanis in India exhibited a picture as 
violently the reverfe as could Well be imagined.” This Mr. Fox remarked 
upon, and afcribcd it to the unwife confiinuion of the Company’s goveriinieni. 
As it ftood at prcfciit, he aflgrted that the Oeneval Court of Proprietors had it in 
Acir power, to check and contronl the Court of f)iredtors ; and as the fervants 
Jn India, by a proper .utentiun to the weakneffes of human nature, were able 
to procure the protection of the ni'jjoriiy of the General Court of Proprietors, fw 
in fadl the-lervants of the Company became greater than their mafters, and ic 
was utterly impolfiblc cither to punlln theii rapacity, tbeir difubedience of orders, 
or any other violation of their duty to the Company. In explanation of this 
J>olitiob he ftated, that the Court of 'tireAurs naturally bearing refpcdl as a 
repitlentative bndy, were not very willing to offend their conllituents,'.,the 
Coon of Proprietor* { and that the (j-mra! Court of Proprietors vrere made up 
df two deferiptions of perfun'-; the ont, the fair, natural, well-meaning Stock- 
Bolder, who originally purch.sri'd, and lontinued to hold India Stock, merely 
becaufe he thoui^ht it .i fafe fund to vift ' s money in the other, perfons who 
nnrenT to the India-Houlb with pr'I'tical views, who were conncdlcd fomc "way 
4Br other with the lervanfs of the Company abmad, wl\'>n- interefts depended ori 
thcir’inrcK-fts, and who took every opportunity of furthering both, by Handing. 
«p the advotfates of tholb ferva.'-ts, either to procure them farther advantages 
and honours, ot to fcrccn'thcm from difgracc, cenfurd, and pcniiliment, as oc- 
caiion required. There'were means, he obferved, fulficicntly obvious to the 
Jioufc, to obtain a deep and conftant' inllucricc over this defeription of Pcopric- 
rors; but it was in general felt as a matter of wonder, how the other delcrip- 
tlon, the honeft independent Proprlfto’Ti, (o-ald be gained over to the fntcreft of 
the Company's lervants. This, however, was not fo inexplicable, when it was 
conlidcred, that good dividends were their only obicAs. Thus,- he faid, wheu 
the ferv.ir.ts q^the Company i?» high power abro.ad, had, in purfuit of theltj 
^/awcIoKs viitwj, difobeyed l.hc orders of the Cowa of ilitvctbri, In order to 

awuinul|tit 
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wealth for themfelvc';, They well knew, they hat) nothing moR'Ctl 
($0 than lo carry their laiiacUy Hill further in India, and by taking cajre in' 4 a# 
fiiiic 10 fend home on the Ooiii(.-any''» account, futheient fupplieaf to provid# 
for the dividend, and gratify the dclircs of the Proprietors of one deicrjifCion^ 
they were fare to iuiten their minds, and awaken their partiality and prejudice. 

'1 o illicit was owini,,. that the raiaciiyand injudice that had difgraced aiuf 
itained the natioiial character m the eyes of India, rather increafed than dimi* 
jiiihtd ; and lo this It was owing, that while'the fyllem of govermiicnt was fuf- 
leu'tl lo continue fnch as it hiiheiTo had been, with refpe^t to our territorial 
atquifitions in India, there vas fearedy any probability of a flop being pucto* 
either, in any propoil’on whalrvcr. To cvlftce the difficulty of recalling thei< 
feiv.ints, the Rj;j.!it Ilonoui.ible Secretary dated, that in 1776 it was the refo- 
lut.on ot the Comuany to lei .ill Mr. Hailings; but his Agent ftanding up, an# 
in his l arne annoitnelng his refignatioii, it Was acccjited as a milder m >de o? 
difm /fioi) or reiall. It alieiwards h.ap[>pned th.it Mr. Haflings dlfavowed th« 
a'iMUr.n r.( h's Agent; and thus two or three years clapfed, and the ret.>ll wa» 
re’, jr t if. rled. As a |>roof O'f the difohcdlence of the Company's ferv.inf., wltTi 
r .‘i's.'t lo the orders ol’ the Court of IJireClnrs, Mr. Fox mentioned various 
I liis that were well known: He p.iriiLularly flattJ th.it of Mr. Biiilow''an«l 
I\lr. I’o'.ike', who the Conit of Din-iflois had ordered Mr. Hailings to len 4 
Uj'rii emhal'ies to (Jude and lien.rriN; an order with which Mr. Halling.s rc- 
f-ifed to toinplv, dcclaiing that he did not elnife to eniplov anv but his coio- 
f^lenti.d r f ends m thole filu.iiimvi. Mr. Fox explained afl the paJliculars aF 
this iv.ilincTs; .ind .uidtd, ai a fa."Ther proof ol the feiifc Mr. Ifaftings himfctf 
h.rd cnurt.nned of the obeditnee he owed lo the Court of Direftors, that )ua 
Agent, Mr. Seoii, when examined before the Committee, had declared, '** than 
** the Court of Diredoi-s having ordered Governor HalVings to employ Mr. 

BriHow and Mr. Fowkei.it Onde and Benares, w.ts juft as abl'urd .is if the 

Oppolit’on hrd I’rocured two ['erlons to be fent out Ambairadors to foreign 

Courts, iiotoriouily .uKe;! ’ 1 1 his Wajefly’s Miniflers." Upon this Mr.-Fox 
grounded a great ile.il of j' .' ’I'l' .ij-pea’ing to the Houfe what fort of obe¬ 
dience was to Isc e.xp.;ctid iioui :-ivs;as» whole Agents compared ihcir Maftecs, 
the Court of Directors, loan Cppoluion ? 

He next laid, that it aii|ii*ared from .ill the letters and orders o^the Cogrt nf 
Direitlors, tliat the uniform tenor of their inllrmfiions to their fvrvants .ibroad« 
was to c*M\diict their .iHairs with a view folcly to commercial purpofes, and nut 
with any view to aggrandlfement ; svhereas, ir was evident that the latter l «4 
been the chief object of tlw Company's fcivants. In juroof of this he men¬ 
tioned live Rohilla War, lb unneccHanly and fo unv/arraniably entered into by 
Mr. Hailings; the infradlion of tJie Trt.sty of Poorunda ; and the raileh'evous 
Mljaratta War, commenced originally at the inftance of the Bombay Govern- 
iticiit ; but afierw.irds embraced and j.urfjcd by Mr. Haftings. Greatly as tha 
Mharacta Peace, lately obtained, had been pfaifed, he declared it was difgracis- 
ful and calamitous, compared with the Tr«'.ity of Poorunda. He alfo ftated th*; 
dale of Cheyt Sing, the Raj.ih of Benaies : Cheyt Sing, he obferved, was 
ibtiled in his zemindary j .and it was ibiemnly ftipiUaced by Mr. Hailings, la 
an Article, which he read to the Houle, and which, he faid, bieathcd an air 
of iiherality, juftice, and humanity, that upon certain conditions he ihould rc» 
mam uncalled upon for any iinpoif, fave .ind except his annual rent. 0:x intelp 
iigcnce being received of <1 wnr with France, Mr. H.ifting.s ordered him to 
he required to fuiiiilh foine affillanoe. Cheyt Sing paid live lacks of rupees. 
He was called upon a fetond time, and he paid five lacks more. He was cSlkd 
»pQn a third time, when he refufed paymeht. Preparatim was made to 
force it, by order of the fame Governor-General who had under his hand «*•* 
prefsly ftipulatcd, that, e.xcepiing only his annual rent, he Ihould be called upo« 
tor no farther contribution. Nor w.is this all: Cheyt Sfng was dirpofll-fTed of 
his zemindary ; ai.d from that time to th;., lias bgcn a wauderei and a vaga- 
biMd through I»d>a ! Having pamied tliis fia.± lu very Rrikiatg colours, Mt. 
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fp* inentloneCt another} of a V;.Tier havinj; been called for a Aim of 
money by Mr. Haftinjj'i} and in order lo enable him to inrr.ilL it, he had been 
fupportea by the Company’s trooj'S, in forcing a /Ainindary of conftdt raijl;; 
vt'iiue out or the iiaiids of his own mother ard grandnioilu. r, to -.vhoin it had 
It .jall'5'dc ftended, and on vrhorn it had bc< n tol fcnlfd n;>on the lailh of 

the Briiilh Government. He added’a tHi'c, if omb liill inou* inhuman 
And ffafoiieJ upon the cruelty of luch condut?!, 
tliii'v/ upon the national honour} in terms o 
fuahon. 

^ ^ I'lom what he had faid, he urged the preiTing nfftfiity of iinined!<it.ely adopt¬ 
ing lomt' fylK'in of Government, that tvouid put a H"; t-t fui'h ih.imeful 
pbules of jiovrfi ; and dcilared, nothing but fitong ine.iliius could | oUibly be 
expccled li> ellecl a tli reform. Strong hov/evnr as the I’yfiem was| 

%hich he ihould have tin hoi>-iur propofc ; abundantly loo luilh, as he was 
»warv, it would .n* tjionght fimc, it was a paiJiative ' antmoHient! an 
taif miaUiK'! coinj'iireJ to the 'dnaot ‘aving things in tht.r preffot (.ondi- 
tidii. Hi* hoped, thni'nlorf, rht on.fc would, on this oci ’ho'', take tin- ad- 

Vict given by a Right Hon. Gci mn on a fomter d.iv ; t! u ihey would look, 

tbfii iral liiu.nioii with rCj^ard to India in tin f,iv.t;; that the,’ would I'taniine it 
thoroiighly, view iti detormity, and prneced .vith lirinnels t > adoj i and enforce 
tiiat applieaiion, and that iuiicdy, vi hieh the inveteraLy of t le cafe n-nuirid. 

X*',.!. ..1 . . . L . . -il_ . . , n • . . - - 
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W ith reg.ird to the e.\iilL*nce ol great defifls in the pr 
ing India, and the dangerous and dcploi.ibl- e.\tenl ol the initlhicfs and abuleS 
arihng fioni tliofe defeats, the Houle, Mr. ]'o\ oblcrvcd, wore well acijuriiniid. 
Till' great dittieulty lay in (hufing the mode of remedying the defects that had 
Ikvii fo fully afctTi .icd. The quilhon of right, with relptc! to the pioperty 
of the territories, had been dil'puti-d wiibout doors, but never fairly met within. 
It had generally, however, been admitted, that the liglit muli vel> in the Crown. 
/Vs li'th he ibould confider it. lie neM obfiived, tlut it bad bicn gravely and 
Hrii.t.. ally eontinded, that a Company of Alerchaiii'., though perfectly equal 
*' - moll c.’crcnfivti iO(un.. ’ ■■ ■ by no means fit 
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ll,,it he had heard 
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to bc^ tiimliid With ihediredion of the pulilieal 
dof-i Mo'i, ■ 1 v/irhjlli(‘ maiugiinent of large territoi 

< : 7 generally aJlentcd to; he would, nevtr 
Stknowi'dgt, ll,,it he had heard it mainiaiiieJ on tt 
grav.ry ami v/ith equal fjlidity, that a polnh -il govern.n.- 
the dirvCtiop -.f cxtcnlivc tommercial conecii.s. 'I'o th.' 

Iiimfell ii"' ..i.edi lo lean. Hia idea, tbv efore. with figar 
* mued 1\ - • m of government, adantcii -.s well as liie i>.iu 
admits lo i.ne mixed complexion of ot" intcrcils in India. 
nxepz ihiii^ had -occurred to the learned i.ord w'no brought in the Billlall ye.ir, 
Bpon the lubjecl of a new fyih m, was ;■> give more power to the government iu 
7 nd^a ; indeed to invell it wii'i abiblutc power. His fylleiu was direftly the re- 
Hc meant to propole to lodge '’’C gm'ernmcnt ihh'.ly at home; and 


, in fair enough to 
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ter opinion he waa 
Indi.i, A as to form 
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The plan of gmern- 
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fought too much power had alrraily' been trvlied in India ; he defigncc!, ther&» 
fore, to propofd to place the refponlibllity on feven CoinmilTioners, to atl here 
.as the Council of Adminiilration for India ; thefc fevt.i ConimilTtoners to be 
alfiiled with a fnbordinate Board of eight additional Commiffioners, to manage 
the commercial'conccrns of the Company, to condud their f ipping, and fuper- 
,intend all the variety of bufinefs ap]>crtainliig to the tomnier.ial condudt of the; 
Company’s aflfairs ; out the latter eight Coinmiilioners lo ;uT i-ntLcely under tlic 
^ir«£h&n and fubjeft to the contronl of the former feven. 

This, Mr Fox fa,d, was the grand outline of his fyftcm : Ke would not enter 
inpo a minute detail of it farther at prefent, but would only lay, he meant to 
leave a blank, iu the Bill he Ihould move for leave to bring in, for the iiames of 
tj»e Coiiimi^ncrs, which Ihould he ballottrd for by that Home ; and he defign- 
«4'another blank, to give the Houfe a power of removing any one CommilHoner,' 
yt moscj by addrcls or otherwise j he faid it vraa Ukewifc hij Imtcniiofl to lcav.<t 

a ihlfd 
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« tlilttl blanV, for lb? period of the operation of the Bill, vrhicii jnlgJitlltrfer ijP 
fliori uTin 01 vrTti j, cither hvc or three. His willi would be, to take thelhottld^ 
tmif ih.n tdolti Iv; iiippolVd ftiSitient to do any good in, or give the ex^tifiieflir 
f.iiri(-,'l, Om-iirong i<ioa he entertained, was that of rendering fill the fe^vtaCf* 
an Indii, iiigh and lo.v, fuhordmat-'and obedient to the Admintfttlftldn ofUldiM* 
a.fi ,»ai home; ami thercrore, among other regulations, he difehgncd to enforce 
wliii h, 1)1* wa*. confeions, would api)car rather Angular at the tirll mentioa- 
uf H; he itv nit r.) oblige the Council at home to znakeminutes of their reafon^ 
as otn-n as ineir onh’is thonld not be toniphcd with, and they ihould not imrae»' 
dull ly rt call the liivant who had difoueyed their inllruAiohs. This, he wai' 
aWdif", t\as new, when applied to the common courfc of bufinefs, buf the long»« 
pr.u‘t'1 f ot it by ihc IndiaCompany had proved its utility. Ahother rcafon in 
jnllifi' .itum waj this: Difobedienrc of orders, in men ailing at a dillahcc, wai 
Jb tai from ht ing aUv.iys criminal, that it was fome times highly meritorious.* 
Ifonicaiif, t.'ierefoic, to lodge a difcretinnal power with the Council, which their 
refpio'.lilnlitv would rct]nirc : If it appeared to them that a fervant of the Conn* 
pa''y Had acted m dilohcdiencc of orders i’roin home, from the.immediate exigency 
ofaila'i ', or ih.il in’ had an obvious good intention in fo doing, or that it wa<* 
lor oi'u r re-ifoi', nn'vpedicnt to recall him, ihi’y lliould be obliged to aiiign In it 
iniiii ic, as Iborl .is ihev jileafed, why lln-y did not recall him ; and thus avoW* 
wii.it they Wdi.J'l jiidirv as the esprdienl grounds of their conduft. This vrouldP 
i nfuiv letur'ty t ■ lin’ (’oinnilliioners, and oblige them to aft on motives of iiece^ 
fdiy prci din. on. Whenever a vacancy flionld liapj>cn in the Supreme Council, he 
/aid, he iiu ant to i mpowei tin* Crow n to fill it; when in the Lower, the General 
Couit (II Kail Indi i Pro'.'i ictors. A great variety of other regulations of import** 
ante, of whn b tie could not fpeak fo well, unlel's he had the paper the Bill wav' 
draw'n on, belVi.'e him, would neeeir.irily be included in it. 

Mr. Fos fain, he inesi'* likewife i(> move tor leave lo bring In a A’cond Rill^ 

■Way of eniorcenii'ni o’ tin* lir(^ he had mentioned. Tbis would have levcral ma-* 
terial purpofes in vi, w ; .'iwl among orberi, ibe I'eriiring fo the natives of Indil^ 
their projK-rty, by fllabhfl'i'' , I'.eir right with regard to the tenure of.thelr land,* 
Two iJe.is rol.uiv.e to the ten • imU in India, had, he obferved, beert.i]* 
tTiflerent times and by dilure ic p i.'nis, infilled on : The one, that With w'liicllf 
his opinion puf-fUy coincided, vi/. lhat the zemindars, or, in plain Englii^ . 
theconniry gentlemen of India, w^rc entitled to the full and undifturbed po!-' 
/elUon of fl’.i -r land:, in like manner as wc w'erc, upon paying of thdir annuat- 
triSurc or rent to Government. 'Fhe other, that the whole of the foil was the in- 
difi’ui.'ble property of the Great Mogul, or his Duan, the F.aft India CoYn)>any y 
and lb It ^he Zemindar mi.-.ht be difpoircfled at the will of either of the latter. 
This ide."*, he obferved, wus not only tyrannical and unjuA in the extreme, but 
it was all'o extremely impolitic; bccaufe, if fjtl'ercd lo be carried into prao- 
rice, and continued to be adher. d to, it mufi. nccelTarily deflroy the fpirit of 
maniilacluro and agriculture, and ultimately end in the ruin of the whole coun-^ , 
try. It was, Mr. Fox faid, the fin! duty of governors to make the governcif 
..s happy and as fecure in their property as pofEble. This was, he trullcd, the 
wlllnof every Tinglnr.inan, and could not but be the wilh of a.Briiilh Houle d 
Commons; therefore, although it was impoffihic exaftly to apply the glorious 
and free Cbnfl-itution of this country to our pofleJlions in India, it tvas not only 
the indlfpenfiblo duty of the Houfe, but it was within their power, to conmi'^ 
ifl'catc the fpirit of our laws, which was, in faft, the ellence of otir ConAUu- 
tion, to our Indian fubjefts, torefeuethem from rapine and plunder, and to put; 
them in a llaie of perfeft peace, happinefs, and fecurlty. This would Up on» 
grand aim of his Bills *, and for fupport in eft'efting fuch apurpofe, he relied witlk 
confidence onthe7eal, the liberality, and the juAiceof the two Houfes of Par* 
jiament. [_-^n univerful rnut mui of afphiuje,'] 

Mr. Fox ftated alfo, as a very important objeft of hi« Bill, and which ftooif 
much in need of coiTeftion, the practice of the Company’s lervants reccivingf 
prefects from the Indian rrinces, and dthtrsi the depimdcnta on tho Company. 

Tbif 
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^Ipwf lie (He grand oiiginal, the “ primuna moMIr" of all tite rap«^ 
dUbbedicnce, injuAice^ and cruelty, that had difgrai rj the Britilh (int 
•^fgnOfffent in India. In vain had the Court of Direiitor^ it-nr over injunelion 
•A|Mr inJuriKftioii) to forbid the Company’b I'crvant^ from taking any prefenr, on 
ffj fj pretence, from the Indian Princes and Zcnilndars. In vain had an etprefi 
4idk of Parliament pafTed, to forbid the practice; the Orders of the Court of 
Birectors, the of the Bricifli Legillaturc, were held in equal, and the tnoft 
d^preme-contempt atBeng^! A Arongcr [troof of this could not be adduced than 
ctmduA of Mr. Kauings, who had accepted various prefents, and among 
«chers„ a preient of one hundred thousand pounijS from a Rajah ; who, 
^ the very eltne* ftood deeply indebted to the Company, atsd who pleaded the 
snoll abjedt diftrefs in excufe for not paying the Company viliat he owed them. 
7 hiia ,onc hundred thoufaud pounds, ic was true, Mr. lladingt had afterwards 
l^aought to the account of the Company, but it was a confulorable time iirA ; and 
the interim, he had lent it to them upon bond, and charged a high intereft. 
Hay, fuch was the opini'in of Mr. Hallings himfclf upon tl\e tranfacHon, tliat 
%lt had wr.tten Home woul to l!ie Court of Directors, “ That he did nvi Ic’-i.v 

* whether he had a'ly particular ni'Uive that had iniluenccJ hhn to accept this 

• prefent; but if he had any at the t;nie, it was really emt of hisnilncl.” Mr. 
Hallings’s Agent, Air. Scoii, all'o had lold tlie Commiuee, when examined by 

that n was better wortii the v.hile of the Rajah of Oude to mike iMr, 
Ballings a prefent of one hundred thoufand |X>unds, llian to pay any |Mrt of h).i 
jjljft debts to the Company. Mr. Kox laid great iiiefs mion the whole ot this 
Barration, and urged It a', a glaring proof of his former opinior., that il,;* iVr., 
ig^nts of the I'.aft IndiaCompany in India, were thought by the nalivos to f 'lief'; 
^tpre power than their Mollurs ; and that it was evident, they held the Oideu of 
the Count of Directors, and even the Acts of ]lhe Britilh Parliaipcr.r, im 


tfbvenrign contempt. 

* Anot,her point, the Right Honourable Secretary faid, to which he de/igned fet 
direct the correction his Bill was intended to adnihuiler, was the abolition of 
i^U Monopolies. Thefe he Hated to be extremely unfair, m the Srd inH^jnce, ex- 
Vemcly pernicious, and as tending to confutnc the vitals of Commerce, rather 
feed, to cheriih, or to lend it vigour- He mentioned the monopoly for 
that had bten given to the Ton of a late Chairman of the Kail India 
■iC^aiip^ny, who fold the contract for .a confidcrablc premium th.e very fame day, 
anAin confequence, the trade for opium was abfolutcly loll to the Company. 

After expatiating upon.this for tome time, Mr. Kox laid, then* yet remained 
iffne £oi\£deratiun, and that, perhaps, the moll important of .my, upon which^ 
k was c<mllsous, he had not touched, and that was, with reg.ird to the bring¬ 
ing cfimiiul. to juAice. ^This w.»5 und^-jbtedly a very great object; bin great: 
jl^lt wi.**, he was not alhanncd to fay he i.iid not m-idg up his mind to tjie matter, 
Jdi^cienily to,be able to go into that dcMil refpectirg it, which uiijloubtedly 
ntiJgbt to accompany any jirDpofirion upon the lubject, wdienevrr fuch a propolition 
Ihould he riiie for bringing for vard. He had conlulted with many grave and 
SKoighty authorities upon the ^ncAiob; but he was free to own, all he had 
kffisrd from the learned mes W'ith whont he nad adviftj, had not exactly met with 
Jhis ideEUpon tlwinniccr, or appeared to him cither warranred in found policy or 
«> juAice. By fonie, and thoA', men. of conficlerable judgment and experience, 
Ike had been told, the laws now' in being were fully adequate to the necafion. To, 
tisis opinioiv be acknowledged, he could not give hi.i atfent He had, in his 
Eivn mind, formed the iketch of a Plan that he thought might be ]>racLicab}c ] 
Ifcut Kc had not--matured it enough, to venture the llatlug of it to the Houfr. 
Thsaxt certainly was a deiiciency, and fonic fort of eihcacious Tribunal was 
granting; but xvhat that; should he, and what was Aill more alarming, 

fcttEuIe it involved in thQ c^t^deration the fatety of the CopAitution, as well as 
the juAioeof the country, who Ihould be the Judges, and who ftiould appoint 
thim, were nc^i^ters of atremendoos natureto view, and well demanded very ferious 
ItHlAag apon. How iaidBcaGiPQS the pideot laoik of prolccuiring duiinquents i^ 

Ipdift 
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Indila wa*, tlicy all well knew; but If no better mode tould be bit 

fafviy, Uitlicuk as the talk uf following up a Parliamentary pr^liwution WiM 

be truftcd there was Aill enough of virtue, and love for the natio&tl dwracteS 

left, to Aiinulate that Houfe to determine to fuftain the diffieul^y, and. perleWK^ 

in fpite of all the inconvcnicncics, and all the obftacles^ that 

in the way of juftiGe.A _ ... i - j- * ' 

Having explained all the material points to which he intended hlf Silts tft- 
be directed, Mr. Pox declared, that although in inferring to facts, neceflaty-M 
he mentioned ill proof that real defects exiited In the conftitution of the Eals 
India Company, and that thofe defects were the cauics of mlfchiefs and abafes^ 
contrary to every idea of policy and wifJonn, repugnant to juftice, and di(graoo> 
ful to the national honour, it was impoirible to avoid the mention of names, 
had no intention whatever to Aate the buAnefs of the day as a Mrfonal bufi.* 
Stefs ; nor ought it to he coniidcred in that point of view by any gentleman What# 
ever. He had carefully avoided giving any opinion of his own on the conductr 
of any defeription of men, or faying any thing that might ulcerate.or io^amil 
the minds of the friends of either one perfon or another; and whether 
HaAings, whofe name he had been obliged to introduce with the mention oc 
m.uiy ot the matters he had been called upon by his fubject to allude to, wai' 
that able Statcfma'i, that wife Politician, that active Leader, which feme Gentle* 
inen were loud in boadlng him to be; or whether he vras the rhoft open and 
Iwre-faccd Peculator that ever feilcJ to India, the nioft ■ faithlefs Maker of 
Treaties, the weakeft Staicfmaii, aiid the worA Governor that ever wds placed 
bver a country, as its curfe and its feunrge, as other Gentlemen were equally 
conAdent in aifcrtlng, was a matter perfectly indiAercnt to the bufinefs of th^ 
day, and had no forr of connection with ii whatever. He would not; tHereforef 
enter upon the difculTion of thefc topics, bccaufe they bjore no relation to 
queAioii before the Houfe. He truAed that Gentlemen in general would meet 
the qucAion flirly, and not make that a peffonal conlidcration, Which had no* 
thing perfonalin it. The Intluence of the C/own, they had been ufed to fay^ 
Was too fft'ear : Ho thanlcd God it had been conflderably diminiihed; but th^ 
InHuence*of the Crown, in ns jtioA cnoitnous and alarming Aatc, was nothinjg 
compared to the b»uiiillef<> isr' of the KaA India Government, if the latte|^ 

was to be ufed in inAuence or tliat Houle. The country was loft indeed--#, 
ioft beyond all hope or polSbillty of recovery, if the boundlefs pairtwvigj* 
tof the }£aft v/as to be employed to prevent Government from making a 
form, called for in the loudeA manner, atnd urged onwards by .the lAoft imme¬ 
diate and moft preffing neceflity. He ^ke not this from a fear of tbe influ¬ 
ence to which he had alluded; he trufted no attempt would be made to exert ll 
in the prefent inAance) hecaufe, if a Minifter was afraid to come dOWnHo -the' 
Houfe, and ptopofe a mcafure, grounded on il:^e moft urgent neceflity, there woul 4 
at once be an end of all Government. At the fame time that he fatd this, het 


wao aware the mcafure he had proiiofed was a ftrong one. He knew, thst thd 
talk he had that day fet himlelf, vras extremely arduous and dltlicult; he inewr 
that it had confldcraLle rifquc in it; but when he took upon bim an ollHce 4 ^ 
relponfibilim he had made up his mind to the fltuation and the danf^r of lu 
He had left all thoughts of eafe, indolence, and fafe^, behind him. He r<M’ 
jkiembered an honourable friend near him fMr. Eurk^J had once faiif, half la 
jeft, half in carneA, that idlenefs was the^eft gift that Gpd had. bellowed upott 
man.** Eut this was not a time for Indolence and regard to fafety In a'Minlx 
tier. The fltuarlon of the country called for vigorous exertion, ior new meo;- 
ihres, and for fome rifque; he knew, that a Minifter who had no connderatioa 
but his own fafety, might be quiet and fafe i the conftqueuCe riraft be, fbtf 
country would be ruined. How much better was it to veTntufe whtt the exf 
agency of dflairs required; the Minifter,^ it was true, might be' fuined, but h'lH 
touniry would be faved. The one conflderation odght to have no' Weight, com* 
pared to the Other. Nor had indolent tnen any Imflnefs in office at fuch a criflt. 
as the pnlent. This was not a fealotl for A Secretary of State to be idle. Tli# 
Minifter that loved his eafe, or rather who was not determined to exert hiqafd^ 
iiad no bufmsft with red boxei and gceen bags. His vrai for aftire employ. 

€1 
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Mi if Tib j»refr/rtd indulgence to 8]tplicatIon, he ought to retire to privat* li/tfi 
Iraerc he Illicit enjoy his leifure without injury to the Public. |]a saiile fhovT 
i>FO»!TIOt«J. Mr. Fox tftok.'notice of the fmile, and laid,’the lubjcct of • 
‘^AOlftiK adopted by hktt laft Seffion, had then been fo n'peatcdly and lb fully 
that the (ftstiemen on the other fide mull cxcuic Inm, if he declined 
laying any thing more upon the fubject; thus much he would only then fay, 
Hiat it had been thought « matter worth trying, if a junction with thofe from 
Irhom he had lon^ differed, might not be made with fafety, after the points 
lipbn which they hiid differed moll widely were at an end; and-whether they 
anight nc* act together oft new iwints with honour, for the good of the country. 
That eXperuQcnt had been tried; and he was happy to fay, that rhe experience 
♦f theSufitmlir had confirmed him in his c-xpectaiions. The noble Lord and he not 
liavinjg had any one material difference, nor indeed any variety of opinion, farther 
'than'Chat fort off occafional difference wh^ch men of honour, determined to act 
■feely, to give their opinion to each other without referve, and from candid 
■diwument to deduce convictioti, might warrantably ai>d fairly be fuppofed to 
trtair.. On the prefent occafion, he lamented moll finerrely the wain of the 

f teal ibilities of the noble Lord, to fupport him in the arduous talk of the d.-iy ; 

ihd hc more particularly lamented, that his abfcnce Ihould be owing to perfonal 
.'lltncfs and innrraity. He was, however, happy t» he able to aflTore that Houfe, 
he and the noble Lord had ronlulted together upon the fubjecl; that they 
’whrliEdlly'^incidcd in fentiment and o])inion upon it; and he trufied, as the Bill 
would be ‘fume time inpainng, that he fhould Hill h.ivc the benefit of the noble 
Xord*# powerful fupport. With regard to the fmile the Gentlemen on the other 
ffdfc of the Houfe had chofrn to alfume at his obfer\'3C:ons upon imJrilence, he 
trduld not be fuppofed to allude to the noble Lord’s adminiHraiion, becaufe they 
Thiall know manyrtwl>mjedls were carried into jiraelict during that adminillratioii} 
j&rojcdls which,’ in common with thole Geni'emcn, he had thought detrimental 
fo the interells of the country, and u hich they had together laboured to prevent. 
After this explanation, Mr. Kg's faid, he fhould crnclude with the fame rrmaik 
that he had made in the commencement of his Speech, and begged the Houfe again 
bo remember, that he had not offtcioully or unnecelTarily taken upon him to 
jpi-opofc the fylhsn of government for the Eafl India Company, which he had 
'^>cned to the Houfe; the occalion urged the conlideration to their notice, and it 
Md been his indifpenfihle duty as a Miniller, m pay it everr pofilhlc attention, 
■nil to tpfe no time in bringing fi)rward the belt devifed fy^lem that his judg** 
lli^t enabled him to conceisc and propofe. 

Mr. Fox concluded w'ith moving, * 

- ** Thar leave be given to hringir. a Bill for veiling the Affairs of the EaU 

Company in the hands of certain-Commilliouers, for the benefit of the 
^ 3 Pi»pticrorj and ilie Public.” 

TKatJfa^cbc given to bring in r» Bill for the better Government of^thd 
*** Tdrritbrial Acquifilious and Dcpendcncici in India.” 

^'-C^olbnr! NoitTH faid, that the Bills moved for by the Honourable Secretary 
Sure, appeared to him to be fo rational, and the fyllimof government pro' 
by him, fo urgently called for by the critical fituation of the Ball India 
Cdmh^t', fo likely to prove.efficacious and falucary, chat he felt a lingulaf 
!n licoudlng the motion. 

Mf* F»i*T,r<»lied j and Isegan with fbme farcaftic remarks on Mr. Fox, 
^eclating that the'R%hc Honourable Gentleman had taken txcraordinary paina 
to 'dA'eecatd the charge of indolence, a charge that had never been imputed to 
Right Hhffoi^able Gentleman, though it had even been confidcred as a lead* 
fng fffatiiire iff^Watpartof the prelent Adminiflration of which the Honourable 
IGcnitlemin been once thought to be no great admirer; but ir ought not tv 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had that day enjoined per* 
nfttfaitfilence to the Houfe, upon the fubjefl of the extraordinaiy jundlion of 

V. r-..-T.., - 

_ lentletnan,indoTence, 

ImBerly deemed it'd- gjteas fimh in a fixft Lord of the Treafury, 
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ims to be foppofcJ a fault not worth minding In ^ Secretary |^,tli9, 

tni>ro efi>s:(.ially, w!icri the noble Lord had a colleague, aflive ana IniluftniMtthou^ir' 
not only to do his u\\n buhnefs, but the bufinels of the noble Lord! for biA*^ 
f/orfuing this ridicule I’omc little way, Mr. Pitt faid, with relied fO iSitS Bill 
luoviy^ for by the Right Honourable Gentleman, fo far was it flmai hid rotetitljOli 
to oppeU' the motion ior leave to bring It in, that he mnft declare hifllfelf * 
ireincly iitpaticni to have it upon the Table, becaufea fyfteiA lb new , 

elaiiiiing, froin the extraordinary degree of power which it Was calculated tajdace' 
in the hands of tlv*. jMiniAcr, and lo big with confequences of the aoR feriouf' 
nature, called f^r the fulled and moll deliberate examination, and ought to be W^U 
W'ciglicd and digc/led, before Gentlemen thought tfaemfclves con^tent to gsv*' 
their opinjtJiis upon u. He faid, he had rejoiced at the mttxmnr oi.fnilaufe dhafl' 
had ran through tlic Houle, when the Right Honourable Mover bad deciaitd| t^t 
it was a chief aim of his fyllcin to fecure the relidents and natives of India in 
quiet and peaLcalile pollcnion of their proticrfy j fuch a tnurnuif IpiAe the’ 
lily, huin.iniiy, and juDiie of the Iloufe of Gornmons. Rut whitb thcp WcMt 
providing for the proieftuin and fafety of our AibjeAs ahrnad, he hoped a dlic 
lideration would he had to the chartered rights of thofe ac home. The Right Ho* 
noiirahle Secretarv’s fyllem went an ext not dinary length iodned, and the Dtdy 
argument he had heard in juftification of it, v/as the urgent nccclFfty qf 
Kt'crliityi be ob/l-ivcil, was generally conddered as the plea of tyrants { 
in f.i^t, tlic cn-cd of llavcs, when fubniitced Co without full inveRigation ^d uAe 
iquiry. It behoved the Houfe, therefore, to examine with great care and Riupiiiv 
oufni fs, wli^it the ailed ged necefiity was, and before they admitted, that -i? 
ainouuud to 'hat very great and premng lize, to juftify the violating the Chtrv 
tered Rights of |.hr KaA: India Company, to have it duly and correctly aibettained* ' 
When he hoard the Ri]{j,ht l{on. Secretary mention the boundLefs patronage of theEub 
India Company, he could not imagine, he faid, that the Honourable Cenclemats ' 
had formerly employed his eloquence in defence of the liberties of bis country|| . 
and he begged the Houfe in (oufider, that this Bill would throw aU that boun4kft.‘^ 
patronage, and all that rnifi-hicvons influence, into the hands of the Minifter *.-f 
faitl, he hu[it(l the Bill wnuM not bt iturried 5 that time would be given to ohfbrj!#','* 
a full airendancc by moving for a Cali, to take place before the day of the* 
reading j decl^in^ that, he relcrvcd himfelf for a future delivery of his Ibntlmem^ 
Upon a fyltcin, wliich he had not yet had fufliclent opportunity to exaimne 
that attention whUh could alone enable him to form an opinion upon it; but he., 
could not help obferving, that the two leading features of the fyllem, as Rated 
the Right Honourable Gentleman, appeared OMliin to be of tbevery worft and 
drceiialle ceinplcAlon, dcfpotifin and corrupHffi ! Mr. Pitt added'other ethtcrA^re*. 
marks, and concluded with warning the Houfe to a£l with Caution with jrelpelS; 

» Bill,' which tended tq authorife tbue boldcft and inoR deiperate attempt ever 
nude by a Miniftcr. 

Mr. Macdonald made a lliort fpeech, in whlth he recommended parts of theC' 
late Lord Advocate’s Bill, upon the fubjefl of India, to the moft Arious cunlidsii 
ration of the Right Honourable Secretary of State. , •• 

Commodore Johnstone safe up with notes in hUhand, and replied tomanjf 
of the particulars of Mr. Fox's fpeechf He Acmec| to turn his chief attention-A 
she vindication of Mr. Hallinga’s charaRcr t W he alfo Aemed much IntcreRem'. 
in the profperity of the Company’s Attlements and commeret. He fupportVB 
warmly the eondudl of the Court of Proprietors, with refpi^ to theijr putting 
interdifl on the refolution of Parliament. To his certain knowledges he fai^ 
their determination to continue that Gentlenun ia power, had been fuW^Cted tOi 
the infpeflion of the then MiniRry fqr weeks | and he coald well remember thv 
anfwer which the Secretary of State gave them, when they defiasd to know hiy 
opinion—*' a« beft jjjdge^ he Aul, of yomt own affair^** It was then ht| 

idea, and Is Rill, that the (ttuation of India afAit* that period JnRifl^d the ps$e ' 
eecding of the Court of Proprietors » and to have secaUtd a man of Mr. 
abilities, at fuch a Aafon, would have been to involve thitt|r coaccnis in the l^aft-/ 
in many intricacies. He refuted tl^ aetufationt ydiich Mr: Fox had .brouahc'. 
againR the Governor-General, refpedluig the unhappy war that had A Imig itthc^ 
^ed ia lodiaj and ihewed, that Cbeyt ISbig waf mfa^ aQthiag .faore utatt^ 
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mAU befottgiDgfo tfa« Company! and wa«, as fue'n! bound to make good a itate 4 
to tho Company} and more eipccully was a regular payment incumbent^ on 
ylWRl, when the ^igenciea of war had I'o encrcafed the neceifitics of their fovcrcign, 
ifeadtrerted a liede to tha arieft of that unhappy man; and (hewed, that the ac> 
l^nta that had been givap of the treatment he had received, wetc in general ex- 
pgtpsrated. l*he Honourable Commodore obferved, that the bribe (as it had been 
c^ed) which the Governor had received from the Nabob of Oude, never was fo- 
licitedby him) bot was given him without any promile of indemmiicatioi). Ho 
aIIo Tinaicated rhe Governor’s conduA in the altair of Mr. Pope. He had a£lcd, 
, ne fatd, with a dignity and fpirit which hardly any one but Mr. Haftings pollef- 
M; and he bad the, concuirenc^ of Mr. Francis, and others in power, in every' 
thing ha had done.' Refpediag Mr. Ilaflings’s boldnrfs, in drawing upon the 
Company for Aims which exceeded t}ie limited fum of 300,000]. he was nut even 
there /oj|rofsly to blame as might at firlf appear. The public demands were urgent, 
Apa yhoPlire^ors had given him reafon to look for their fupport. The Commodore 
Imeighed ifrongly againA the cruel and unjuft ftops that had been taken againft 
'that great cliaraiier. He faid, it was not at all generous to judge of a man by 
Pjtrtjal inforfnation ; and that a fpeech in the Houfe of Commons, however juft or 
■ elegant, was not futheient ground for Gentlemen to decide on a pcrl'on's honour 
And reputation. Counfel ought to be heard : Mr. Haftings’s conduift ought to be 
Aht mired int<) at the Bar; and a verdift given with every appearanpe, of equity^ 
\V'lth regard to the India Stocky, the Honourable Secretary had reprefented them 
,,AS in a deplorable ftate indeed! He had viewed them as a body of primary mag¬ 
nitude, qhd their fcfourccs as a mere mite. But he was happy to fay, that all was 
loft ; and that he hoped once more to fee the affairs of the Eaft in a flour'illiing 
'Condition. Asiqtbc method which the new fyftem propofed, of appointing Officers 
/for the Company, he did not look upon that as beyond the reach ot objedtion. He 
'Vas not clear how much men, chofen by Parliament, would be attached to tbe 
Company'^s int^reftand whether the Company were not likely to experience in- 
fonveniencies, from the inattention that their'fefvants might (hew to their orders, 
when fhey knew that their continuance in power no longer depended on their plea- 
lure, The Honourable Commodore clofed with obferving, that his attachment 
-^p«.Governor Haftings did not fpring,from any rcciprocdlion of good offices, or any 
^f^imacy that had fubfifted betv/een them—far from it. His attachment wa* 
"funded on the opinion he entertained of his integrity, his abilities, andgreatnefs 
ipf mind. All his family, he added, w'cre hoftile to Governor Haftings; and if 
mej^itt had not flruck him with Kculiar force, l.is regard for him muft long 
have been ratinguiihed. He wc|[bl uoi, he faid, though much interefted in 
tlie nonoor of the India Company, obje.-'. to the motion of the day, provided he 
,fwnd that the tendency of the Bill was. m promote the good of the community. 

W Mr- Secretary Fox Said, that he onl) •'ofe to allure the Honourable Commo-* 
an 4 thb Hpufe, that he bore no ill will to Mr. Haftings; nor v/as it his wilh 
■'to tnjare h’un in the leaft. 1 ‘icy were »ioi Individual inrerefts, but thofe of na¬ 
tions, to , which he wilhed to dircil tiie notice of the Houfe : And if in the courfa 
wtf hh relearclKS, he hod been obliged to biLUgup nam^,^, thru friends Ihould rc- 
nicmb^, that he could not have avoided doing fo. Re then gpve notice, that his 
(hou'ld be read.a fecond time on Thur^i^ (to-morrow) fe’ennight. 

Mr. W, Pitt wondered how the Right Honourable Secretary could wilh tt] 
yTorte a matter of Aich high moment through the Houfe, without giving Gentle- 
‘-men that were not in town .an opnortuniiy of adding their fanftion to k> He had, 
faid,- alrraffy mentioned a Call of the neufe, and if that was not complied with 
fore mother reading of the Bill, nc moft certainly would proteft againft It. 

V Mr. Samuzi, Smith, Jonior, faid, he rofc to deliver his ideas on the.' bulineft 
'Ipf.(he day, and he meant la do'it freely. The Bill, which then waited their di A' 
.w^s one whofe importance was as great as the interrfts'pf thoufaads yrevet 
ffeiir 'to them.^t was, moreover, a Bitl.fo very doubtful in its effcfls, that ha 
to pronounce upon it! We had feen America torn by violence 
Ij^n^'lhh pother country, merely Mcanft the eslent and the great diftance of that 
'ArapW firila^- required a deg^Kc of attention, and lyeedy exertion, which 
of governing home fometiSAts prevented Mtnifteri from blowing 
IS valuable pofitdon vo can nou? 
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imaft of, InfT alfo to tKe Britiflt ilomlnions i There vas another o^eAhm tbit ftncjc 
him very t'orcihiv, that was, the fatal cunreq,uences that were 6)^ 

the (iiroiflioii of ii^dia being lu the hanil:> of Minifters; for he CQDwiefed PtflUv. 
incut and Miniflry, in the inifance before them, as rynonymoui, Stiefc laaddjitiHI 
of intlnencc, lie obferved, would render them formidable; indlif ^itJleii ike 1|«(« 
fii|>eraddcd, wliai difinal rflcils were not to be apprehended! Ete iBlde I ftw l»*. 
marks outlie Reports of the Select Committee ; and having ei^reiTed^s irlflt that 
Gei'tk'meti might he allowed futhelent time to prepare for the difeulSpn of 
Rant bufinefs, he took his feat. ' 

Gciur.il Smith, in a few w'ords, faid, that he thougfit the bultnefi triS of 6u^. 
cunfequcnce to this country, that it ought to exa&the fulleft ioTefti^tioo } indite 
fooner that was given it, the belter. ■ ' JV; 

Mr. P. Arurn blamed the fccrecy which Miniftry had obferved with 'tcgard/^. 
the bufincfs before them. If they had given the Houfc a hint of their inteDtioM 
at the dole of laR SclTiun, it would have been doing no more than their dutt. |c 
feenied, he faid, as if they did not with to hare tlie general fenfe of thcHcmle^. 
I'hey been aill'mbled Tome weeks fooncr than ofual, and'nererchtlefSf Mitjifti/ 
w.im -0 (» h'trry this I'ccmingly dangerous Bill through the Houie^ without-liter* 
ini' 'iu' I'ei toils difc’uflion it delervcd. 

Mr. Fox agaMi g.tvi- notice, that he Ihould move for the (econd leading of ^ 

Bill next '1 hmrday fe’ennight, 

Mr. W. Pi I T cjmeRly prclled Kim to poftpone it till Tuefdajr foitnight* de*- 
«lai ing 1..' w to move a Call of the Houfe Rrlt; and if the Right Honcmrablo^ 
C:t‘'rlan.-ii) would not confent, he faid hemuft be under the necelmjr of oppofing 
the lu-tioii for (be (econd reading, and endeavouring to get it poRponed, when i£y 
Riuuld be m.idc. . J- 

Mr. Fo:. faid, his Majefty l^d called Gentlemen together eirljr. It a VSrjT gtWiCT 
inconvcnluncc to them, for the purpofe of difpatching without delay the grei^ jtM- 
imp.n-c.i:.'. buniufs that dcm.anded their attention. That it was'kii«tndk.thelou 
bv-.iuiefs was to be one of the RrR objeAs of dlfcuilion, and he could niKf think oC 
putting it oHT for a liiigle day, unlefs he was fure to gain the Honourable Oieittle* 
man's appr diatlou and fapj-orr of b's Bill^y fo doing; IS he was net likely t« eh* 
tain that .uK’intagc, he would nu confent to delay the motion for cheiecond retd* ' 
ing longer than else day he had mentioned. ■. \ 

At length the motions svere feverally put and agreed to; -and ordered, that 
Secretary Pox, Lord North, Lord John Caveadiih, dec, do prepare and hriag lA tu 
fame. 

Mr. PtTT then rofe to move a Call of the Houfe, which, iftev a etutlen from ' 
the Speaker, with regard to the omilfion of the words, ** and that the Speaker rbf. 
“ fend letters to the Members,” on account of the Rsortnelii of thctisKixnkrbg ' 
fhai matter impraiflicablc, was pm in the following words: ’ - 

That this Houfe be called over on this day fortnight, and the n00>a||Bil 
" Jams ordered to be taken into thecuftody of the SerjeiM at Anns*** 


Itl^rfday, No'Uemher 20 , 1783 * 

Mr. Fox having hrought in the Bill for vefting the Adairs of thd BiB 
pompany in the hands of certain Commiffion^ri, forthebenedt of the Preprictftni^ 
and the Public, it viras read a firft tlmipt (he Table, and the breyiite read by”tii# 
.Bpeaker, from the Chair, as ufual. 

Mr. Fox then moved, that a fufScient nomber of coplet <|f (he BiU beprfntedf 
f* for the ule of the Members.'* Agreed to. ~ , ' ■ • ' 

He afterwanis moved, ** tha( t^e Bill ^ read a lecwd time op JluufliUy batt!* 
This caufed a long debate. 

The Honourable W. GaxirviaLt faid, t^ai he ihould appeal to the eindouroir 
(he Houfe for fupport, in negativing the Motion that had been juft made, andpae* ' 
venting the Bill tram being pzecipttaled with fpeh indecent halte. What CiM'rier . 
|en« jretc, iadii^d 1^ tv M f^fcal 
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fad) a requllition to their juftice, he would take the liiirrty to itate; anf 
he ihould t^ve done fo, he truiled that they would join with' him in repro- 
ijlilUlg the attempt now made by the Miniiter. His rcafons were, the great imo 
fdlttxtee of the Bilt, the novelty of the rytlem it held out, the alarming tendency 
f 4 ihat the injuftice it was big with, the aim being no lefs than to brcaK 

kllt^gh the Chartered Eights of the Eall India Company, to take aw'ay at once all 
ihfjPrivileg es and proper^ of that Company, to violate rights, nut only edablilhed 
^yi^artcff but 'enah^^d by re|)eatcd of Parliament, and jiurehafcd for a 
ymabje confidei;atibik )f the Charter of the Eafl India Company was thus fuf« 
tfotciU) be |br°hcn th;onghi what would bceonic of the national credit ? Whit 
Eabitiry remained for the Bank of England, the Charter or the Company of 
IlMkhdlden i^anding upon a footing tnli;utcly Icfs fecure, and kl's fandUoned by 
faith of Parliament ? f hefe were pniidcrations of great and infinite impor> 
laase} and ought it to be a matter ot a lingle moment’s doubt, whether thefe 
coefidkratlohs Ihould be jiuddenly brought forward, or w'hether a few days longer 
Bi^ld elapfe, ijn. order to obtain a fuller attendance, and in order to give fuch Gcn- 
fitjtuefi n were yet in the country', an opportunity of coming to town, and being 
y|ie|^ the difcuiTign of ^ Bill of fuch magnitude ? His wilh was, topoftpone 
. 4 ^'ftdoltd reading of the Bill till after the C;^l of the Houfe, and he trufted 
this with would be ratified by the concurrent feeling of the majority of thofe 
ipye^ot Should fuch a Bill pafs precipitately, and fie earncilly hoped, fo violent 
ftftretch of authority, fo unjufl an attempt to Ixize inordinate power, never would 
Wcome a law—Ihould it he attempted )to be palled through {that Houfe, what would 
|he people at large think of their conduct? C^ed together as they had been at 
■ bn URumal fcafon of the year, did it become them haflily, in thin Houfes, with- 
’•wt allowing themfelves time to weigh the iinportance of a fyllem perfectly 
'jleWy unheard of before, never even alluded to w'fthln doors of without, to j>roccc4 
i(h as much difpatch as if they were going through a Bill of no moment, of ua 
lace ? On the contrary, ought not the extraordinary and unufual tendency 
fyAcm made the fubjm.of the Bill, to alarm their apprchcnfion, to call 
Joir caution^ to exeite their utmoff warlnefs What pka had the Right 
® bi? urged, as 'the ground of propofmg the fyftcjp in queflion ? Ha 
i^ed only one, the plea of Neceflity, That' there was a necefllty, an 
l^eficy, to adopt fome mcafure for the relief of the Eafl |ndia Company, 
regulation of their affairs, and what was Bill more preiTing, for fecuring to 
missives of India, and all who refided ihcir, and were dependent on the £afl 
India Company, protefllon and fecurity, he was ready to admit; but was he nop 
M be allowed time to examine, whether the Bill then under confidcration was th« 
IkR'adapted to the ntcellity in quell ion ? Opvhcther more ieiiLent means of rfr 
lining the relief that the nature of the cafe required, might nut be difeoverrd ? 
iXn opening the grounds of the BiB, the Right Honourable Mover had principally 
'^Red bill argument, on what f Not on general faAs, but upon the peculiar 
ifundhA of an individuhll This was nof i.he mofi candid way of opening the 
iilrounds dffyBcm calcvlated fur great and general purpofes. On fuch a day, he 
|.%ouTd' Hiivb expedicd individuals might have beeil fpared, and (he thoughts o'f the 
Bbufh difcA^d to large and more nnportimt objefh : ini taking the cafe as it 
whiat inducement had they ro precipitate a' Bill, that called mure, perhaps, 
ever Bill had done Wifvre^ fo( circumfpecilon,' for inveftigation, fur the moft 
Ibnous and' the naoft deliberate difeuflion ? 'I'he condudl of Krliament on fimilar 
•ccafions had been to paufe, to proceed with all the flownefs of doubt, to Iqolt 
again and again at the Inbjoft, and neither to. determine on a bidden, nor without 
IbU 'evidence of the Vnith of the fads upon which a propolitio!* was founded. 
WBmhe ufed the phrafe/«*/«>• he went too far; he IhuuM have faid, 

an-occ3l)o|i$ much weaker; on occafions that bore no fort of analogy or compari- 



to grow warm, and to adopt even ftronger expreffions than the oo 
jRi.at the fentiments he had uttered were not preuliar tn himfelf^ 
)ij[«kc{(Ancc.(9Uspf»aimeitf»'«f fail times. lathe Piotefis of the 
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^vufe of Lori*!* to which he had a right to refer, the fame’feofi^Bts wUmW^'Ml 
tou>n<i, but cxpicircd with inlinitcly more dignity, more ability, «ad moire aothtW 
ricy, than he C(iuld ever ^ rcicnd to lay claim to. He wouldt not atCeB^t to 
any weight ur conliduration frotn the names of the noble perfoAs fubforibed CfOthn 
i'loieiis to which he alluded. Hu would not draw any addittOOil m^ght 
ai gument from the name of the Marquis of Rochinghn^ a name ever dear to ro- 
culleALon; as the Maiquis was a chaiafter, whofie uniform'and conliftetlC adhe^ 
/ei.ee to fixed pi'inci[jlcs begot him the conAdence and iupporc even of chofe not nab 
turally prune to aft with iiiin, but who were now obliged to deny their fuppoi^^^ ■ 
othei'., wtio had chufl-Li lu proceed on oppoAto principles) He would draw Adt 
weight and coididcucioii fiom the name of the Duke of Rortlatul, though 
fcli'udly afting, at the iiinuthat he lignod the Proteft, from the beft and pureR of'3^ 
pulftble niocivcL. Having put this puintedly, Mr. Grenville proceeded to read tli^ 
Prorells ill quefliuii, which were written in language remarkably fpirited 4 o,w^ 
warnu Arier going through them, and comnventing open each, particularly oti' 



fii indecently urged ? W.is it to be luppofud, that the other Houftf Ihould To foe 
forget ihc.L own honour and dignity, fo far lofe all fenfe of what was due to Go 4 
and their tunUicnces, to confeiu to pafs a Bill fo big with defpotifln, fo arbiiracyy 
fo Inirlli, lb violent, and fo unjuff, as that then under conftderation ? Norwaa 
tlic Bill fo objectionable in the point of views that he had placed it in, as it was 
in .mother, to which it yet remained for him to advert. No; it was harmlefs as 
The wade j^aper on the Table, compared to the other eonfequcnces that mufl: necefo 
lUrily' follow, to the liberties and couflitution of the country, ihould fuch a It*'; 
inencable misfoiiuiie occur, as the palfing of it into a law. The Bill was calctto > 
latcd to increafu the Influence of the Crown, and that in a degree beyond all pro* 
cedent enormous and alarming. Its obvious and unavoidable <^eft would be, (t9 
transfer the boundiefs patronage of the Indies to the Crown; or rather, toy^ it 
for Ave years in the pi-rlon of the Minifler and his adliurents, whether in or out aC 
power. This was a conAdcration infinitely greater than any he had mentiraftl- 
before: What was it, huttoli:! a Right Honourable Gentleman into a Atuatioia 
wholly unknown to our Confiitn.ir'.; a Atuation from which he could not be 
driven or moved, till he chole volnniarily to abScate hh di&atorjhip. The 
Honourable Gentleman had indeed talked of a term of years, at the expiration of 
which the Comiuiirion was to ceafe and determine ; but he had too good an opinion 
of hit talents, too high a fenfe of his fpirit and daring ambtcioti, to fuppofe, rhtec 
Vaviag puirelTed himfvlf of fuch inordinate power, he would ever condefeeud tw 
lay it down, ur to become once more an humble individuaL It was ndt in huiitan 
hature; it was nut, he was fure, in the power of any man in chat Houle, to per* 
torra fuch an aft of felf-deniaL That he did not colour this too Rrongly, jMr«. 
'Gretftrille faid, was eafy to be proved ; the Bill was full of blanks, and (Kelt 
-hla *.ks were to be Ailed by that Houl& It w'as talking a parliamentary language^ 
to fay the Miniiicr was to 511 the blanks, and that the fevenCommiflioners were tli« 
feven nmiinces of the Minifler. After purfuing this ftrain with great elaboratenefs^.- 
for Tome lime, he reiterated his appeals to theHoufe,’on the immediate rel|tiD(a. 
the lubjeft bore to their deareft right.s, exclaiming Itbertat ct antma Ko/b-a in 
•/i f At length he concluded a very anunated IpeecK, with carneftly exltortinf 
them to rejedt the Motion, and change the day to Tuefday fe’nnight. 

Lord John Cavi-noish faid, though from not being a Peer, he had it not m 
his power to 5 gn the Proteft from which the Honourable Gentleman had read (a 
extraft, he mad«* no fcrupic to declare, that he was decidedly of the opinion therCe, 
in delivered, at the time the Proteft was entered; and that, becauic he thought- 
the lituation of the Company, at that particular period, juftihed llie manly lenti,* 
tneitts recorded in the Proteft; that the Houfe had now been called upon to attend- 
to. Why was he of opinion now, that the Bill then before the Houfe, or fonw 
Bill or other, calculated lo efffift a reform of the management of the Company^ 
'Adairs, was aftuaily necefdtry; and thkt unlcis fome Bill, adapted to fuch a puf*: 
puie, w'as pafled, anil that itnmedIately;^'ldae.d^0Qipany would be forthwith ruinet^'j 
their £redit iuft, and the national lliaken t htct&i 
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Genfleoun look ot tke fituation of the Cemfaay at the time to whick 
AC,had aUuded, and at prcleat, and fee if they would bear companion, 'flint ihc 
Cioctoaay were ia diflmst it wabtruei but were they bankrupts } Was the revenuO 
Aftnaver ^ At ptefe&t it wast to the amount of a million, and the debt was mot'e 
likoljle increale than diimnilh. With regard to his private opinion as to India, 
^Ord John iet|tinded the Houfe, that he had delivered it unrel'ervedly in the lail 
peffion of Paihamenb It Rmaincd the fame now. He had then faid, he wiihed 
t^CO God every .Euiopean couid be extirpated from India, and the country reforicd 
> 9 merely cm principles of commerce! By which he mcanr, that the trade be¬ 
tween Great Britain aftd Indoflan might be carried on in like manner as we now 
carried on o«r trade with China. But w'as that poHiblc ? (lentlcmen knew it was 
]lWt; and it reijuired little argument TO prove, that all political rneafures muft be 
ddaptpd to the circumftances of the times, and thefiiuation of the countries in 
'%hich they are tu be carried into execution, and to which they arc to be appliecf. 

rience had proved,-and indeed it was almoll nniverfally admitted, that 
-'^he eonfiitution oJF the Eaft IndiaCompany was radically deh-etive; that it was dc- 
Void oF-vigohr} incapable,of cffeil, and pregnant <vich abufe. The nature of the 
called loudly for a new fyftem; In the operation of a new fylltni; j'uwoe 
end fupremacy tnufi netcflarily lodge foraewhere; and whciC could it be plai c<f 
projjcriy fs In the hands of the Crowny fubjeft to the check and controul of 
' tar) lament? This was the char3^1criftic of the fyflem laid down in the Bill that 
. ' ilitd been read that day 5 and till a better fyfteni, a fyftem more wifely planned, 
^' and more likely to be efiric;af lous, was fuggefted, he fhu'ald conlidcr it his duty 
•to give it every polTible fupport. He added, that as he knew Che emergency was 
'.yreffing, and that ibme lyftem muft be carried into execution with as much 
-.tliipatch as was praflicable, he held himfelf bound t6 vote for thd motion. With 
vegard to the charge of the prefeOt Bill’s violat'ing the Chartered Rights of the 
Company, it could not avoid it, and h did not fet the precedent of fuch a prac» 
dice. It the Houfe would advert to the Bill brought in Faft Sefiion by a learned 
-’Gentleman, and fupporced by the then Adminixlration, they would find the 
CKariered Rights of the Company were as much Invaded by that Billy as they 
«efe by the id-efcnt. 

Captain Euttreh. faid, if he felt difpofed to follow the Honourable Member, 
■who fpoke firft, throughout his arguments, he ihould not think himfelf warrantetF 
•S>i|o do fo, bccaufe he did not undcrftatid there was any queftion before the Houfe, 
l(ef]Kl 9 ing the merits of the Bill; but merely, whether they Ihould be corfidered 
, on Thurftlay next, or poftponed to a future day, for the purpofes of obtaining a full 
. mte^dance by a Call of the Houfe, and of giving Gentlemen longer time, fully 
smd delihefately td cooTider the principle of the Bill, before they gave thcif aflent 
to it. He was, ir truth, more I'urpri’zed at this attempt.to procraftinate the bu(T- 
, mis, than at feeing a Right Honourable Member haflily rife, to check the progrefs 
it in the onfet, by reprobating the fyftem, becaufe he had obferved it to be very 
Voliko that which the lace Adniiniftratlon had in embryo laft year; but he hoped 
,lt would lay dormant forever, unlefs the plan was a better digefted one than what 
that Minifter brought forward, to regulate the commercial intercourfe between this 
Country and America; and v.'hich, though an obje£t little inferior to the prefent in 
’importance, he.prefTed it into a Committc-t, when there was not even a Houfe! 
'*tot lie pel-fedlly well remembered, (obferving to a Ri^bt Honourable Member^ 
who pleaded for poftpouing the bufinefs, owing teithc thinnefs of attendance) that 
his point might be fccured by conntlng of r -imbers, and although the then Mi'« 
sifter of the Hoole forced that Bill through every ftage he was able to travel it,- 
with tiie attendance of left than one hundred Members; yet upon the prefent oeca- 
Eon, at the very moment that the Houfe and gallery were crouded with Members, 
A^d almoft every man giving a .voluntary attendance to his dory; chat could be 
brought t« it by any coinpuliory means whatfoever, that Right Honourable Meiii- 
Ibsr urged p neceility for the Call of the Houfe preceding a fecond reading of the 
Btll* He really had hopes, that u^on no- conlideration Che Right! Honourable 
, liesoher would l-.ave waved the objeflion, feeing it a feeble, If not an indecent one, 
ID takey upon the ground of giving more time to.confider the principle of tlic Bill. 
' pte would cenahviy determine with the Honourable Member who propofed it, if 
. 'jpm. &eoad CMijiln^ was the only ilafa m whioh that jobje^flon could be«talcen. 
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•r even he had hopek, that by ftudylng the letter 6 f the Biil fcnilJtKSh weet^ 
for three months, he could fonn a competent judgment, to temiute JtMS 
i>f his opinion on a fubjc£t of fuch intricacy, and requiring of 

which by no better means of attaining,' he ftould defpait to reich' 

He knew the Right Honourable Member who moved the CiU of tkb 
{ViiTcircd a vaft fund of information on that and ticty other poli^cAl thok 

he was quick in his contprehehfion, andeloqueht tn hit deliveryj hd catt< eutt^ 
by the Andy of a day; the judgment that moft weiuld acquire bv t^ fiMJT 
of a year; chefefbre, if the time of the fecondlOadtnj was neccflarily the 
clulive period to the argument on its princijiie^ fhat th^ Right Honourabtd Membefc 
would be fully poflefled of materials fot it in lefs than half a week. R,.Nvaf t» 


informed with himfelf; might hope to form a tdbrable juifanieatj,' ' 

principle of it, as well as its component parts, ought to tic allehted toi,'nitRii^ 
Honourable Member Ihciuld recolleft ho'iv peremptory^ he caHed upon’MiniRers^tUok; 
hnly to bring a propofit.on forward, but to jcatry into imAicdlate execution iotOo' 
plan for the be ttcr government of India : The ncrelhty of fuch a meafuire Wat 
by every man who would look to the fu/penfion of law and power in fhat co^uSitryW' ’ 
and to "the want of authority in thole 'who have nominally the direftion of 
this. To improve the police and revenue of Indtay in a manner beft Tutted to thte 
honour of Britain; muft furely be every man’s defitjc. Why, then, did they 4i&V 
in the mode of attaining that delirable ehd^ Ho; when Was the alternative 1^' 
You mull either let anarchy and cuAfufion, diftruft knd diftrefs, continue, .or ' 
adopt Tome plan of experiment. Thofe who ob^A ro this Bill, bring no other fdr- % 
iheir choice! Prrfeftion is not to be expcAed in any experimental law. 2c niajj^ ‘‘ 
require the work of ages to make this perfeft; butit has the adVanr^e of coftiinc 
recommended by one of the moft able and aftivC Minifters thit ever At on i^U 
Treainry Bench. He w’as a Proprietor of India Stock, not coming within 
the defeViptions p&'intcd-to by the Right Honourable Secretary of'Stiver- *m '' 
Opening that bulinefs, he became a purchafCr, not b<a:aufe h«.cKought,it 
advantageous Fund toveft his money in,' but to have the ineaijn of a^aiiii'kg fpitm 
knowledge of Eali'India Commerce « the General Courts,'and to give hit 
favour of thofe whom he thought moft equal to .the direAion of it. Hq'lUAd a^' 
he believed, a hat acquaintance with any man of powef in India,* aor With. mofa ^ 
than three of the Dircdlors at home; He looked for no>favours ftotn' them ia 


than three of the Dircdlors at home; He looked for no>favours fmtn' th^ 
either country; but he had nnifoimly given his vote at the India-houTe m :inpt>0(t * 
of Mr. Haftings, hecaufe from all he had rea'd; and all he had heardre^^^gXtut 
Gentleman, he believed him to be lefs rapacious,' and to have cleaner Hahds thv ^ ' 
Any other man, whuj in modern times, has pofte^d equal poweV and c^ipOnniUltioi ' 
to enrich himi'elf. That his goyerfiment appeared arbitrary In the.eyds of Eui^alhiA ' 
men, he did not wonder at; but before he condemned It, Ke muft know that chW- 
tempers and conftitution of the people there does nol^ fo f&r- difTef froira thoA of . 
Europeans, as renders feverity excufablc, if not commendable, when exerti^d on%,''‘; 
for the purpofe of preferving command; fey ttnong ihe ntany reifMdah/e chara&ei #/ 
he had feen return from India to this countryy he ftarce r^ncm^red one lthat;4M, 
Kot feem to him to have ranch to unlearn to ftnt his carriage tq,^thj^t 
'khich is the glory of Britifti fubjrfls. B’ut if what an houourableu^ 
formed Governor had fo emphatically urged was really true, (hat all the' ' 

metic complained of at home, and the ten-fold calatnid'ed which 
ire ftill felt abroad, really proceeds .from Minifters having pnt intU'.thk Dim'S ' 
tion, (for ftnifter purpofes) men hnequal to thO |alk, no b^tqr arguntimt tie^^!^ 
Ufed, for altering the fyftem of that goveiniaent. He'diS* not pledge 
ido[« the prefent, or any paitlcnlar nlan; nrtai!li^:.‘K]gM.‘f^|;.'!^opo(]^d•■' 

ictter than to leave the' Eaft India-Affinrs in fti^e. .If wiy ol^r ' 

fcr the better coiidufling the government and'^<^<»t>l3aerc« ^ India/ would .... 

pofed, he could fav with truth, that he vroj^id 

Over plan he ihouid judge promifed bell ta the honour of this country', 

to the profperity of that, without dth^' wivat^'^iSMlhlp or- pd 
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read a fecond lim.' 


on Tlijrfday nevij^- 
>u)d 
ihu. 


tflVen, he would vote. ft»r the Bill'ii being _ _ ... ... .. 

J*i'^icularly as the Call of the Huule muft jirecedc tin'Kei'ott, when lu (In 
(^onlider himielf at lilK'rty, as every other GcntUnian would lx-, to ohject to 
BUI in toto, if they difapproved Its principle or iis claufes. 

. J OHN Ans^RUTHER (Member of a DillliiJt ot liormnjhs, iortlniflinmem(»-> 
Yrdl under the infloence of the family of tli.ii name in 1-iit j iieilaicd, tli.n v. hen lie 
X^flcdted that the AflAin of the Company wt rc in a llaic of anarch v ahioad, and i on- 
rfufion,'if riot bankruptcy at home, he was ofopinion iheic was no longei time lor delay. 
The ^rrobi ds upon'which Gentlemen would foim their o)>inion‘, with regard to the 
Bill which was before them, would be tin. matters of fa^t whie'.i the S. Kct .ind 
Secret Committees had laid before thi in. and ilie leafimings or idJginir.i ol the 
S^foufe upon* thofe fafls. Their dcterminatioiri would llmv litlnr from a limplc 
of or be founded on realonings or arguments i/yu ,i:. In vhielnset 

®f»htfeways iSiey (Kould form their opinions, then inuld mu be ane ,‘ieteAi ti'r 
procraRmatlon. Theradnal deftiis in the prefent fyilem <<rind,.i,\ila'r.ivir- 
slreadypointed out by tin. Committeo. Thefe defei'ts being undeiilnoj, and ill 
the faAs they expeited being in-fon: them, there could b-‘ ii» good re.iliin mr da- 
the conlideration of bultneit fo prclfing, for a moin"nt; ilpeiially wln.n tin y 
. %fm^dered> the Bill, alter its luitit .itui tendency had been i.ins.ilKd m ihet’‘>!i>- 
ffiittee, might, if dilliked m tht whole, be oppoied on the iliiui r. '1 o s 

twa« the fubftancT of Mi. Amlrulhei's firil fj.ccch in Pailuim m, md n ln.i.l 
■^ith great {deafure. 

LordA'psLEV, aJfo a young fpeaker, in Tidy to M*'- \nt1iuiher onlinid, t!i it 
although much matter h.ad bien l.iicl hefore the Houle by tlie Coinmiiii e .n .J il, .* 
th^’ had alfo pointed out the i.uiical deic'dt; in the fylbm upon who h ilii.i Ts.ti. m 
'liliif governed India, yet no fpeufic propofuion had’been luumitted lxt..ie Tmiilay 
-lafi, whereby thofe clefedts might be remedied. But he obferved, that il\ey niiglit 
'to bf alldwcd time to difcul's aimitter of fo much importance ; to weigii iis ion* 
ifeiuences matuiely, and to^alje'care, before they iruHed the Minifler with (o rmieh 
>'g>p)yer,'tKiir it wa.s not an engine cap.ible of undermining the Conllitution. Tlid 
avoRted objeft of,thS bufi'nefs .dras to fupporl the tottering credit ,ot'the Kaft India 
■Compahy^ I'o pfeferve our Territorial* Acquifiiions in India, ^aiul to give happir.efs 
and fecurity to the natives* of that quarter of the globe. To proceed with inde-* 
Cent 'haile, in a bulinefs fo momentous, his Lordihip faid, would »at her refentblo 
'^*l«*tfH»acity of plunderers, than the fte.idy pace of well meaniHg Ineml.. 

Commodore John^toxe did not objetV to the fecond re.ndmg of the Bill o;l 
Thurl'day neat, upon the ground that there was any event of tnform.nion which t 
fcw w<’eks longer,dclay mighr be espefted to fuj>j)ly, but beiaufe all the Mcmbirs 
v< were not in town?,' whpiyt he witheJ to be prefent; yet he fr.mkly conielled, that no 
iftne was to be r>fl,*,kdd that tlic delcnninaiiom of Parliament, with reg.ird to 
Iildia, ^otild be K»djr ttr^ font with the Ihips that were to fail in February ; for 
f Aduld a delay of fix' weeks longer be occalioned, that delay would make the oddi 
,or■ four mbnths in the arrival of the ihijis in Indi.i. He wondered th.’t 
' IVu. ZiUttirell fhould exprdfs an approbation ol thenew' regulations lor Ind'a, and yet 
admire Cfie cKariiAey and conduct of Governor HalVings ; fincc the fa^ts were all 
(flia^i^edupon Governor Haflings that had’made .4 change in the lylU-m of Indix 
jAffairs-ntecHary.- He expat kited on the yio’.,'ncc and injuHiie of iiut nneddlmg lu 
■tfhe_ Affairs of the Company, without trying them, and j-rrvmg any delinquency 
aigainff them. Hcllluftrated all this, by comparing their lituritien to that of au 
«pprcired itidm«{a«1. It haff been laid, and -ged as a reafon tin controuling the 
,<^ 1 ^ 1102^4 .^airsi that they were in acondit-iou of bankrupti y. I he Commodore- 
' that tlwir affairs were in a very good train, if Gotrrnmont would only 

- :M^*tiiem'4ron^.' He faid^'t^jlaring the prefiing exigencies of the Mhaiatt’r 
Gewd^nor Haftitigs hdd mnwn on Government, and Lord North had aeiepttd 
1^15 bills, and'given. him leave ttf draw m»rc upon the Trcalury, which were not 
''d^Cj^tedr f.Coynmodora Joli'nftdltie^ 'intended,! that Government weie bound to pay 
lilc Baft India Company tb the amount of (l)’oo,oco1. a.idthat it was ex.- 
•t§eWtlj|ily'UB|r.Il and hard, that the Company (hould be charged with .x bankruptec^ 

, which the failure of Government in tSeir.proniife had ncL.itioncd. He ment loned 
.jh* iffaifs had been better managed In Indiit, than in Amcrira; that uiuloulncdly 
'^^nitcly more money and lives had bden wafted on .iVtnciicw, which wa had b.ii* 

ai th.i:) 
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itli.in on tlic E.ifi Inilir'', wlilch wc had retained; yet alt the ^7 Jit 

jii'tiiii, '>%aj foiiniltd in the |>rL-ti‘ndi d iniicondudt 9t Governor H^uings. Matters 
,x nu I'c ridJ h.ul Uen in a more ourilhing fituation in India, lince ever we 
^iiy tot*iiiin ilieif, ihan u-j wnr at prefent. '|'hc revenue Wa* greater than U 
h>ui bivii, .ind more taiihrully culleftcd. It was true, there had been an in* ' 
ti-irn|>ii<iii in rt inictaiKi's, .ind fome millions had been expended in India, which ve 
t \;>ivK-il (hoitld 1 otiiv.* home—but tho war made this nccenary—a very terrible war^, 
carried 011 hv tiic French^ the Mahratta», and Hyder Aliy***a war, he would main* ^ 
ri.n, .IS diih< jIc, as threatening in Its 6rft appearances, although more ptofperoua^' 
in Us iiiuc, bc L.ivie (ondu4*.ed .with gre^t vigour and w^fdoin, than the war wi^li 7 
Amern.i. Amu'.li much mil'cellauepus matter, piatiy ihrev^ obfervationa, 8l^ - 
'liooT (.-.piiirio lie great puiiu contended for by the Commodore was^ that jt|)^ * 
'Hoaic, bi-t'oif (lie,- tlioulcl advance to any fcnous-uIilulTKin of the Bill, Qioiild hegjr/,- 
the Fall Iiiih i Company by Counfcl at their Bar. Laft year th^ 4 ^ excelit^- 
C iuiiiiill' 1.1 (!, ijf v/hish (alluding to Mr. Eflkinc’s jiron^otion") they were nowii|T,' 
jiivid. H-‘1 ti, lie Ji.'.d taiifed a quelliontobc pul to theChairroan ef.tncCoyrt 
l*)!;i^toi', in I ll Court, whether he hjid ever heard of the fyltem of the Min^fiet' 

01 n>.t' Wh.. his aiil’wer wa.s, he doubted not that Honourable Baronet would'vAitc* 
i irni the Hi ub . In tlie enurfe of his fj^iech. the .Governor attacked Mr. Anftnithei^ 
h>i h.ivilio lii'iiL (he friend of fucli a fyltcn;i as that propofed, after having madi^ . 

’ > many Iji-11 Ki s at the India Houle, in I'uppprting Mf. Haltings; he aifo arraigned 
'!u- Stieel t’oininitii/; as full or pirty-fpirjt ;:nd fadlion. 

Sir H»’>sv Fi.i rew'R rolV and linij, jt was true the Hpnourable Ct^modor^ 
ll.id can led tueh a tpieilinn ,i‘, he had mentipned, ty be put to him in ftiU Courb 
That he thoi'gii! it an exir'imly odd queilion, and fehj that if any infqrmal;iqir 
of the iyllfin had been eoiimninicated 10 hiip othclally, it c;i:tainly would have 
been Ills duty to h tve Ifaied if lo the Court; if it had been confidentially commu* 
iiieated by any of his Majclly's Alimlters, he lUouid lu.ve been boundjo have kcpc 
.the matter to liimb If: I'hat in fadl, neither was the cafe. After this,Sir flenry pr^ 
•■ceihdtu liate, that I'omething mull be immediately done to relLcye the diftreis o£ 
the Company, <in account of which he was extremely (ouy to I^ve given Minifterg ■ 
io much tiouule. The Comp.any‘s didrefs at home, he faid, was well known} ^ 
but their Uicaiion abroad rendered the adoption of fomc fydem of reform abfoluteljr' 
-liivcilary, ai'd that without delay. All their PrefidtUtics w'cre m a Hate ofililTerk* 
tion. A paper war was catiying on between the Government of Bengal and that 
t'f Bombay, c.aeh charging the olhei' with having caufed the 
Throwing bac k the t barge from one to the Ollier with great vchcmcitce. The 
J’lli'ccy Ilf Madras alfo v.as in a date of hofiijity with ihr Govei|nn;tent of BengaL 
tiu- formci liav mg attempted to remove the Governor and Council of Madras, ans' 
tile q,uclli'tn hi'ing Urd ineicly by a majority of one. If, therefore, anyxineof th<:, . 
Supreme Council of Bengal Ihould happen to drop, Madras would lofe Its Guveri^, 
and* Council. Another reafon why it was necellary that the prefent .Bil|, if jt 
p.illi'd at al!, ihould pals as early as pofiible, Sir Henry Hated to bip .chU: .Tj^ 
ships til Indi.i fail in Febru-iry, and after the Bill was pafled, it would-take thff 
Council of Adininitlration, the principal feven Coramiflioners, Ixi^ie .^ccks. to 
prc|'ife indruclions to be fent os'er to the Gos'ernor-Gcncral in India. : ^ 

Gencr.1l Smii'k, after making fume obfers’aiions. on ilic j^rojiriety of hav»,- 
jng the impoit.mt government of India fi«edily fettjed. nqtercd at fome ‘ 
length into the cauhs of rlie Mahratta war: He fitid, tbejCouncils of Bien*. 
gal and Bombay had mutually blamed each otben; and it was dillicult to deter* 
mine to whom the blame ought to 'be imputed^ He gave a detail of orders .an 4 
difpaTcht'h that had occafionally.paH'ed between<ht;fe Pi'pvincfs and Madras 
feerned to fi.x the misfortunes that bad followed, from .the war, on the Council sft'! ' 
Beng.al. He expatiated at fome length on tke c.xorbitant drafts which were \ , 
fn.iiir- on the Company; and ]>ointed oqt (hat circumfiance as one realbn for, re* 
jiuiv’iig rholi prefcntly in power. With regard to the motion for delayingsvlie ■ 
lead'n j of Secretary Fox’s Bill, he deli red Genrlenqcn on the ptherlldcof / 
jln- KiumV, :■ iicnllect the irawerful^nd undeni.ible rcAlons which the HonoUjabi® ' 
Cha.iman of the isalt India Coippany had oftered; he faid he had been anti^f .. 

i pawJ; 
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Mted by hi? hor^urablc friend, for thefe were the very arguments he meant to ufc y 
out he wa» not fo'rry to be fo deprived of them. 

Mr. Yorxe exclaimed againll the injufHce and inconiilh'nry of Miniller:, in 
sttempting to deprive the Houfe of deliberating maturely in the gr. at lylKin bt-loic 
them, m faid, the buiinefs was )htpurtant, and if the Hnufc were to rcl'ufe it a 
Candid and attentive hearing, they might afterwards find reafon to repent of their 
fnconlideratenefs. 

.Mr. JcNKiHsoir unigined, that the p<)int which wanted mod to be determined 
yrtif Whether the BUI ought to be read a (econd time next 't'huifri.'y^ or put off 
till the Houfe had betn ealiod over, tie could fee but little difficulty in determining 
that point; for if the objeft before them was interefling, it tcrtainly was the duty 
eif everyone prefept to prolong the time, before its invedigatior, to the lateft j>e> 
He faid fevcral things refpefting the very dangerous tendency of the Bill, 
And expofed the boldnefs of the men who could venture to propolc a meafuie that 
ttoatened fuch ruinous conlequences to Britilh liberty. But his chief force was 
idtWdled againft the influence which Miniffers wejre likely to derive from the event 
fuch a terrible fyllem. He faid, it would pot only give them an unbound* d 
'jjpower over the interefls apd poffefliont of the £afl, but render their polls fo formid¬ 
able, as to endanger the rights of every free Englilhman. 

Mir. Scott gave the Houfe the firll fpccimen of hfs talents, and wc hope will 
continue to favour his country w’ith a voice that feems fo well qualified to pm- 
fnote its good. He faid, as he had not had it in his power to give that patient 
conlideration to the preienr bufinefs, which its importance demanded, he Ihuuld 
,be obliged to confine himfelf to a narrow view of the' fubjeft. Gentlcim-n who 
i'eflded at a diflancc, and who were not nearly concerned in the fate'of .my t n- 
^uir;^ were but ill qualified to give a juff and decided opinion; for it was a very 
steceifary thing to confider before one could conclude, and to deliberate maturely 
^fbre one could decide. This procefs he had pot obferved j he was, neverthelcfs^ 
'clear to fay, that the Bill feemed ro him rather of a dangerous tendency ; but he 
Hvould not declare againfi it t He would rather wait till he had got niore' lighb 
throwij upon th'e fubjeifl ; and as he was attached to no particular party, he would 
fhep vote as jpflice feemed to direft. 1 he two principal things which. In his 
cpinion, the Houle ought particularly to, enquire, were, “ Whether the Bill is 
' •* indeed necr-lTirry, and whether it was calculated to anfwcr all the ends projioled 
•• by it.” With regard to the firft, it was the general opinion of both parties 
, that fome npw fyftem was neceffary; and he thought it incumbent on the wlf- 
dom of the great Senate of the Nation, to give effeft to the one now held forth tq 
them, or to reject it, and propofe another, as the intereft of the nation Ihuuld appear 
' fo be enrreafed or dimlnifhed by it. RefpeAing the fecond head, he could not fay 
'Any thing decifivt. The rcfearches of the Houfe could afeertain that, and nothing 
t fife; and tor Kts part, he was determined to add his endeavours, and to join iffue 
an that caufe, which ihould promife the moft happinefs and profjierity to the nation. 
.Jn tie multitude of Cotmfellorif he faid, there iswijd'itni from that principle, he hoped 
^fntlemen would be difpofed to'join unanirnoufly in deviling the means of rclloring 
‘the power and riches of the State. 

Fox paid fome very nandfome compliments to the <3entJeinan who had juft 
IfAbeo, and exprefled a high opinion of his abilities and integrity, Though he had 

* Abt had the pleafure of hearing him fpeak before in that Houfe, yet he was nqt a 
jltatigerto his eloquence, and did not dotibt of hearing it employed at all times on 
fhe fide o¥ equity. He rould not, however, '-rbear taking notice of a thing that 

* had fallen from the Honourable Gentleman's inOuth.- He had obftrved, that bc- 
' rare one could deet^f it was neceflary to deliberate t but bow had he aAed in the 

fnftant bufinefs I Hot, fure, confiftenrly with the maxim he had laid down; for 

* "without apy opportunity of deliberating, he had venttred to give his docilion, and 
‘ lie thougbt with a good deal of pofirivenefs. 

’’I’he Honourable Secretary obferved, that he could foretell what was to come 
.^om an Honoiirable Gentleman on the oppofite fide of the Houle (Mr. Jenkinfon} 
l^fore it came to his turn to fpeak. He well knew, that the Crown in- 
.'jl^bitire,’ which was a favourite topic with the Honourable Gentleman who firft 
.J^ofed the motion, would be taken up .fay him. He could not blame him for 
pp kia friend's cauAi; although he thought that it would not have been done 



In the manner he did. To fee each Gentleman afting hy inftruftiont^ and fpeikmft 
#h.it hij friend had broached, was rather to view them in an inftnor Itgbc. 
really thought chat they were both able enough, at leaft they ought to be abl# 
enough, to think and ipeak for themf-lvcs. With regard to that Crown- 
or rather Mlmllerinl Poiutr, for fo fome had abfurdiy cslied itf he Taw no di^caltjf 
in anfwering all the objections that had been Parted to his BUI on that ec^otmt j 
for It never was intended that the Crown inHuenve Ihould be encreaftd by the pl^ 
pnopofcdiat leallin a very finaU degree only. The appointment of the CommliConers ts ^ 
in the hands Parliament j and he hoped Parliament would at 'all timea keqi> 
a watchful eye to the proceedings of Adminiftratiqn. When hU princtplea le4 
him to oppofe Miniftry, he always viewed the meafoK* of Adminiftratien with A 
jealous attention ; and it was his wiih, and it Ihould always be hia with, to hadw- - 
his actions ferutinized by Parliament; it was their undQuUed right to do ib, and 
he hoped it was a right they never would loie fight of. He could not, he laid^ ' 
difmifs the topic, without combating a little, the witty, but at the fame time In* 
vidiousydiftinAion that had been made between MinijlerialPvwwy and Crmun Pewtr t 
VoT his part, he equld difeover no ground for the diftinAion; he had always co^ 
fidcred, that whatever conferred power on the MinKlry, conferred at the fun# 
time an equal (hare of power on the Crown, and vi» vsr/h. There weK, per* 
haps, fome little circumftances in which their interrfts might not altogetherclalht 
bui thefe were few indeed, and of no moment. The Secretary now attacked thp 
fefercnces which Mf. Grenville had made to the Protclls of fome noble Lordt, 
amongd which w^s the,rcfpeAablc one of the Marquis of Rockingham, and fome 
others now h>sh in ftation. He faid, the Houfe of Commons was not to be guided 
by the decifions of any Coprt whatever, in matters which properly belonged to 
itA'lf; and however weighty in the bufinefs before the Houfe the Honourable 
Gentleman might fuppote thofc protefts, he could alTum him, that they ap^ared 
not of fuch force tq him- Thofc noble Lords were, perhaps, right'm giving thevr 
proteft ; but had the Ccntleinan conlidered whether their motives were not difietjeqe 
from any motives that might be fuppofed to influence thet^polers of the BUI 
confidcratlun. Gentlemen had been pleafed to talk of the means he. bad 
for redreifing the grievances, and refloriag the reputation of fhq Company ^n.liv|ia, 
as a falliativt mtafurt mly^ a half digtfled ploMt one by no means,eiqual to tim 
objedt it propofed to itfiilr. I'he (late of anairs in India a^ that m'omentr. he 
was fuch, that even a palliative remedy was defirable t Bat it was not His inten* 
tion to redrefs the grievances of India by palliatives only; he wUhedtq fee fome* 
thing done that might penetrate to the root of che.difeafej and he- made no doubt 
hut Gentlemen would nnd the remedy that bad been propofedj.equal to the end jit 
had in view. The feveral claufes had been read; and when they were undcfftogd 
(for at prefent they feemed to be grofsiy mifreprefented), he flattered hini^lf the 
language of the Houfe would be diH^rcnt. As to the propofition for deferring (hn^ 
confideration of the Bill till the Houfe had been called over, he epuld fee no good' 
end to be gained- by tHat. Submitted it muft he to. the cenfideration of tHe^ptbet 
Houfe; and as they did not knpw what time thqir Lordlhip^ might chofe’m aftatn 
it (as they would ceruinly dctain.it as long at was cqnfiftent with the digmtypf 
the Houfe they fat in); as that was the.cafe, he thought that no time, ought tw 
be lofl. Gentlemen that wifhed to be prepared, had time enough to be fo befetrf 
Thurfday; and he could look upon the defire of a longer delay, as nothit^ 
fubterfuge to defeat the purpofes of the BiU.' It was, indeed, in that ligbgci'he 
viewed the conduA of the Honourable Gentleman wH'o menred the Houfe-for 
pf the Members. ' He wilbed to have the Houfe called much, bccaufe.Hc qnovr - 
they would not come. Ifad Mf. Fox propofed the day which dip Honovrable 
Gentleman propofed, hq was fure he would hare mentioned fome- pofterior one. 
The very bufinefs before them, he faid, had been hinted at, Md not obfcQce} 3 ^ 
feme time towards the conclufidn of Isfii Seffion; and bolides, if was both menr 
fioned in his Majefly’s Speech which clofed that Seflion, and that with which he 
opened the prefent Selfion; So that there was no juft ground for pleading want of 
information of the affairs before them. He concluded with- faying that he did . 
nut defpair of feeing a happy iffue of that political fyffem whtcH m 4 fejfofed 

have its rife in dcfpotifm, and its foundation in corruptio;^ * 
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Mf. W. PtT.T r^plifd in an Ironical manner, lo tnofilv all tin parfimlats of 
"Mr. Fox's I'l'ccim There were, he fan!, m.iny iisirjhty if.Minr. tl-.-t him 

no rcje£t jind Jeteft lUe Bill. The accclfnm ol [lowt-r \\ liieh it wnul I ni'Ul e<.it.i:iily 

'brins to the Aliniftry of this day, wa*) i.oi the Jcall < unlid-ial)! ■ of thel'e. He 

drcMcd the idea of feeing Minifters aimed th .ui iniUieiue whuh onlil ivu fail 
<tt rendeilng them dangerous to the St.ite .ind he dreaded the rtlV<fl\ nf that in¬ 
fluence the more, that its operations were I'l likely to end wiili the dillolution of 
''the Miniltry that poflefled it. Their privi rs would be fo exienlivc, ai to 
them a party that no power could refill, whether the- .vere in poni or oct of 
^Kwer. The Right Honourable Secretary i'l lb lonl'uo of the injufi am 
• lutficiency ofhis plea, that no fooner lus he atiiru'ed ch. he powri of the Ciowu 
and ofthc Miniftry Mc one, than he immediatelv .u!d' « ‘'■m 

i-tfjf tksy may dijj-er. We hope they do dillVr very in.i Whtnivtr a Mi* 

tiiihcr trclj'afles the bounds of moderation, or of juliice, Hull alw.ijs 

"be able to dlllingullli the Minlllcr from the Sovereign. 'I he lahle (untie- 

trran has heen at |Mins to arttrnpt retonelhng imtrelis wiiuhare be- 

■tieyed to be dilfeirnt. It mull: be confeiled, ih.ni 1 ijltiit at re- 

'■coinciling inconfillencies. The Honnnrabie’tlenidenitm laiib that n v..e, his. finci-re 
th.il a Bill, l‘o big with ruin to the nation, might be cliceked m its pir^ref*. ; 
pledged himfelf to,the H'le.ff, that he would willingly take ilie field with his 
%nt.lgonill, and difpule every arltele that lieiiied to militate .igainft the freedoiti 
•iitnd tt lie it y of hi'i countrymen. He Imd been at yams, he faid, to trv if he louJil 
but divine iIic rcafons, or even the m'>ii%eb that led to fo new, fo inlolent, and lb 
<fTCei|'ii'iie an attack, «.i the rie.hts .ind libeiticj nf nunkind. But he coiild dil- 
cowc no rtafons, except one, tli.ii bv imiod the Bill at (b ilv ,i ul 

the SeJi'on, .ind huiryitig it llirougli the H‘>ui( .n^ 

' he rticriit ohtuin the noids; end of feitlmr the ATmifiei;. in ui njimdi d and abfolute 
pouer. ile h.id talked much'if the "t f efuiy of reloimation i the laws of India^ 
but rt-form.i!ion did not feem to he hi-. I'lan. Ho did not (hew a difpofition to cure 
the difeafe by correcliver.; he mull at one-, by one bold exjieriiiienr, r\ti rmiimte 
»b;* very feeds of the di forder. The right, he added, by which our gvac tous Sover<-igi;i 
holdsthe fiepUe, is not more iiiflifputably tonfirmed, than that by which the Kail 
India Company hold iliol'e deeds, and tliafe Teiritonal and Commercial emolue 
■mews, which the hand of Oppnlfion is now about lo wrelt fixun them. 

Mr. F.KSKtNP m-idc ,i v« ry ingeniou.- and pointed reply: He faid, fuch I.an- 
geage I'cemed as if the Hono'ar.ible (rirntleman meant to per)>lex, raiher than to 
vnlighten,'and f« declaim, rather il-.n't to delibeiaie. 'fhai he did not mean logo 
into the merits of the Bill thin, hteaufe, though not .much .uipi.iinted with the 
lorim of the Houfe, he look the ferond reading to be the propoi and indeed the 
earltfil time for deb.rtitig fhe principle <»f .my JJIH. He would confine liimfclf to 
tiic ^ueftion then before the H'tvl'c, and Im could not but declare, that it appeared 
very' extraordinary to him, how ihofe Members who were yet to come to town^ 
'were,to fludy the Bill in the few days that niufl intenme after their arrival, better 
than thdfc now i-i town could do, in the vi. k that would pasfs before the Bill was 
read a lecond t.'ne. So far from tlurc not I -mg Members enough i« town to ojt\- 
“^dtr the bufinefs properly, hedetUjed, he had wilhed to fpeak to the qucllion of 
time Uft TueiMay, and w.is only prevented truiu the utter inipofiibilicy he found to 
ftromre a' feat. He reminded rlu- Houfe, that when fitting on the honour, clfa- 
jraAdr, and fortuite of an Erigliflunan laft ye.tr, while be was pleading at tlieic 
Bart the Houfe was counted over. Were nor ‘Hi* Chartered Rights of a Company 
more Vdlwablr and more dear, than ihe pcrfonal eonfideraiions of tn individual i 
He utmarkcd, that an Htmourable Gentleman had done him the honour to lamciic 


Fits Idfs to the Company as their pleader; he knew not that he defrrved that 
sltonoiiV; bet he ^ur^d (he Honourable Gentleman, the Com^iany lliould find hitn 
their Cuunfel and their friend, for he confidcred the prefent Bill as holding out the 
*iielping; not the avenging hand of Governmenr. 

.Mf. Ardev rofe to mpport the oppolitlon to the Motion; which he did ivith 
jg^at abilifyand great humour.- He faid, there was a time, when, if fuch a pro- 
^^too had been-made, the Hon. Gentleman would have been upon a fiage in the firms 
.'th^'next day. He ridicujed the fcheme as the moil futile or frivolous that ever 
the name of a wcll-digeftcd fylkro. What was it but fiiying, “ Leave the 

“ whole 
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™ wholr to mr and my A^iifhiit':, and I’ll anfwei for all's Hginj well” 

hi it';;juUil Lord North as a King« and the HigHt Honourable Gett'^ 
rh iuan as an Istni'Mis?—'‘In’ l''!i’.]iior of the Eaft ! The fsvcji CominilTtonerj alfo 
nii;;ht he lo •Juli-ii J a ■ liven l-mprior.,, f«,ven iMly Roman Emperdrs, tributary aad 
jsiliordirijete t'> the I'lnijieior ut the F.all' The advantage of the fituation in which 
th’ Hiidit H'oDintrahlc CiuicUnuu meant to place himfclfi was^ he faici) an 
*!in|>Ic r< toir'pi'iKi- for a ten ye.iis ()|ijK;iition. ‘ ■ 

Mr. ili'PKL rei'lieJ; and with great vckemence ridiculed and reprobated tl>»'' 
conduit of Oppofuion, at rhe nwdl unjoll and unprecedented ever known or prac- 
rifid. I'hcii arguments, itc faid; were arguments of the heart and not of the head'f- 
and therefore were iiiea|'jblc «»f an anfwer. They knew their own bafcv minds^''' 
and theivhirc iiiipiiu-d bafe raocivcs to others, when they could not arraign the' 
fyltcni itli-If. Mr. Ruike talked of his laboors^in watching iwd examining the Ra>*^ 
tore ot tN paiuin’s difeal'e, as if he felt the ingratitude of thofr .who did not’ 
cimlidei ilieir value. He faiJ,^ he liatf fat by the bedfide of the patient for feverati 
year., and now he knew the [>aticm's habit and cunlVitntioii; and was pcrfeAl^ 
ifniiiaitiri'd with the force and tendency of the difordrr, and What was the lit napet^ 
O.'I’olition, pcife.:lly ignorant of each, ca«i« and e.tclaiincd againli the violence 
till- medicine. Oppofiuon laid, thefe bolulles ate too' large; this purge is to» 
Urong. tills bliflrr too broad/ you are gmng to take away too much blood, and yon 
will kill the patient. This wasy hu faid, tiie caclamatiun of ignorance and fully.'' 
He alJo r. piui).iied the fcurrllous invectives t^'hich they prematurely applied to 
plan, tnat \et they were perfectly and confelTedly unacquainted with. > 

Ml. U'n.HhKFoacE anf\V(.re'd Mr. Uarkc; and with foine humour and con-" 
ful.-raiil'* ability, he couipaitd the two coromiflions to feven phylicians and eight 
apotlu'cnries, luiiic to put the p'atii iit to death, yirion/aw arlfm. After laughing 
with this idea, he became more icrinus, and faid, lie wilhed that in the end, ifthfi 
furefeni Bill palled, we might not fee the Coveriiment of Great Britain iei up itt 
India, inltead of that of India In Grfat Britain. 

Mr. Pitt rofe to reply to Mr. Burke, who, In .n j'art of his fprcrli, had 
charged Mr. Grenville and Mr. W, Pitt ^with having founded the trumpet of 
afarm, and endeavoured to tiifc the slamour of the Publiv agaiml a fylkm, new*, 
indeed, but neither e-sammed nor ktinwn. Mr. T. Vise declared, iV hf- happily^ 
j'olVefl'ed a wtu/:i/ig -i-olct, he would endeavour to make it be heard .igainti a Bill of 
ib a^ariiimg a nature, in the reinntetl corners of the kingdom. 

. Mr. Samuei. Smith, junior, dated tiu: fituation of the Company'-i AtTairs, 
fi\iin a p.k|)er full of Hgurcs and accounts, with a view to overthrow Mr. Pox's.''- 
flatemeiit of Tuefday lalh . ’ ‘ 

Commodore Johnstone faid, he vinder^-ood it would be unfair to divide 
Houfe, after what had fallen from an Honourable Gentlemian below him ; and yeC' 
Ik* knew not how to a£V, as he had given his word to feveral lndia-,Stack Ftoprietors/' 
that he would take the fenfe of the Houfr, in order to afeertain how cfieChaiimila 
oif the Isad-India Company, and the Direftors, ihat^werc Mertdiers of that Houfe, ' 
would divide. If Sir Henry FlcKlK.r meant to fupport'fuch a Bill as that in*' 
progrefs, he ought/ the Cojnmodoic f.iid, to .rclign his trulV, and give up the 
Cii.itr to fc.nic Pircftor more zealous for ibe Company's Intcrcd. 

Sir Hi'-nky Fi.ETcrfER rofe, and oLlervcd,. that the qucllion was not upon Uxt * 
nieilts of the BUI, but merely as to the day wheii it l|)ould be read a fecund tiffle;' 
that he ihould certainly vote for the qucllion; but he was not prepared to fay how 
ke ihnuld aA refpeeting the Bill. There were in the brevlate, read from the Chair 
that day, many things of which he had never before heard, diid which he mult* 
confider, beforf* he formed a decided opinion rcfpedling them. This,, koweret,' he 
knew, that the Company ilood graatiy in need of relief, and that immediately. < 

The Quedion was then pul, chat Mr. Fox's Bill be read a fcvoitd'tu&e on Thurf* 
day next, which was tLartlrd without a divlhotw 
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Tuefday, November 25 , 1783 ; 

Str Hehxv FtETCiiCR rofcy to move for leave to prefcnt a Petition from (h 4 
Coart of DIrefiorso'f thcEj^ India Company, a Bill then pending in that 

Honourable Honfef for ^ vetting the Attairs of the Eall India Company in the 
•• hands of certain CoiQmiffioners, for the Benefit of the Proprietors and the 
• Public.” Sir Henry opeh'ed the purport of the prayer of the Petition, and the 
levcral dllegatjons on which the prayer was founded. The Petition ttated, among 
ether matters, that the prefcitt Directors were chofen for four years, under the 
•uthority of the Charter of the Company, lanAificd by various Adfs of Parlia« 
that they were net confeious of having been guilty of any crime that me> 
riled their bemg not only deprived of their legal rights, but violently impeached 
aS'j^neir fharaAers; men who had faithfully and /.caloully difeharged iheir duty in 
thit ftatton. in which the voice of the Proprietors iiad p'laicd them. By the Bill 
thtn pending, they underAood they were to be divefied of their authority and 
end that without the -allegation even, much k-f-. ihe proof of any onedpe- 
cim charge of aegledli or wilful inattention to their duty. This the Court of 
XKremrs conttdered as a treatment equally harlh, unprecedented, and unjuA : 
They therefore prayed the Houfe to allow them to be heard by thernfelves, or theit 
Counfei, againft the Bill. 

The Petition WES ordered to be brbught up, and having been read at the Tables 
Bir Henry Fletcher moved, “ That the Petition lie cm the Table, and that the 
** Court of Direfldrs be heard by themlelvcsj or their Counfcl, againll the Bill, 
** if they thought fit.’* 

The Motion Ming put by the Sjieaker, Mr. Secretary Fox role, and faid he meant 
to ghre the Motion no oppofition | and as the Bill in quelUon. would necefiarily cal! 
fitn* farther dilcuffion, it was noi his intention to take up a great deal of the time 
Wf (he Hmile then t but as much had bfcen faid upon the account of the ttate 
'4if af^rs of the Eaft India Companv, given in that Houfe, and the account 
given, cliewhere, he thought it incumbent on him, to take the earliett opportunity 
4>f declaring, that if when he had deferibed the fituation of the Company fome 
da'ys ago, any perfoo conceiving him to have xiTcrccd that the Company w'cre 
bankrupt fot.mght millions, meaning thereby, that the Company owed eight mil* 
lionis more than they were worth in the world, or more than liicir ettate could pay^ 
he had been moft egregioufly mifunderttood indeed. 

Mr.'W. Pitt rofe immediately, and ffid he bad no deiign to bring on a debate 
updto the Bill at that momeOt, becaufe he knew it was an improper time for fuch a 
cnacter to-be di^atrd; but' he rofe to declare, that a very great number of Gen. 
tleroen had undetfixtod the Right Hortonmble Secretary to have afieriedy chat the 
Sett lodia Company were bankrupts to Tuch a degree, as to ttand Indebted eight 
over and aixtve all they wvri: worth in the work!. That afiettiony he begged 
Chd wtolle xo take notice, was now. for the firtt p'me dilavowed. The Right 
Kono^bleSecretary had laid truly, that *he Rill mutt undergo farther difeuifion. 
It mu^indeed.^ -It was a Bill of fo extraordinary a nature, that the grounds of it 
mutt be fdliy dilcufied f and every falf ttaten by the Right Plononrabk Gentleman 
inuft be 01 * 0004 . arid examined to the bottom. The idea that the Company owed 
•tgllt millions more Chytll^y^coiild pay, was now admitted to be falfe and fal¬ 
lacious. He hod heard,'mm undoubted'authority, that the Eatt India Company 
afiVrf^ «nd weie-in^y tj^-|nrbve at the Bar, that the Right Honourable Genrlemaia' 
ha^j^de hi*. fiatemOnt of tfaeir affairs, to an enormous amount in¬ 

deed' aud fttcb^e^ton* aa . w^e of the raoft grolk and palpable natnre. As,- 
thetefotes.Che 'cBRiiefs of the 'Company^ and the disordered ftate of their affairs, 
made Up the nei^ty avowed ,W be the only plea to juftify fuch a Bill as that dc- 
peedjiqg^It behoved that Houfe, in regard to its own dignity and htmour, in re- 
gardsfoche legal rights of the Proprietors, in regal'd .fo the legal rights and public 
chatE^di^nf the Court of DIrcctori, and in regard to the jutticc due to the Pco}<le 
to'invefiigatc the grounds of the neceflity, to inquire minutely into the 
ttpuTor fitlfehood .of the'fcversl facts ttated. to the Houfe as conllituting that u<- 
ceMty, and to- afecrum tv what extent the uecciritv exilicJ. I'hat tlicre was a 
■' neccitity 
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bcreflity for Parliament to interpofe, and by fome fort df falotazy (|gntetidtl W f9i 
iieve and I'upport the Eall India Company, was on all hands admitted; that theth 
was a uecemty for applying lb violent a meafure as the Bill then dependt^* h« Tei^ 
l^reatly doubted, and the Ball: India Company cdnBIbdt]^ denied.'«i>^'lraat deiii|l 
they reded on the real date of their affairs ; a date far different firom tBw 
the Houfe by the Right Honourable Secretary, and a ftate; the validity'atw 
of which, the Court of Directors and the Company, he underfto^,' 'ppp^eodell 
they fhould be able to make appear on the grounds ofuntofweraMd'evideMd. ^t^ 
regard to the Petition that had been juft read, he conceived the CiMirt of 
^d, in that Petition, called for the attention of thil Houfe tvo points, vjx. tiiA 
the Bill de| ending went to affeft a grofs vidUtioh of thdr legal ri^ts | Knd’thAt 
implied an impeachment of their charafters and their integri^, as JDtreftors eif 'th^ 
Bad Indti Company ; the Petition complained Jilio, that the KU'aimed at,e0ed:lh|^, 
loth thefc points, fo injurious to the Court of Direflors/witBout’dfty ‘^ fpecifo..^ 
charge of delinquency on their part, that called for fb fevere a pdidlhmeiltt 
been |ircviouIly lillcdged or proved. Before men were j>i;oceedfed againft Iii m vli^,, 
lent a manner, he faid, they ought to be proved to have irierit^ i^h renj^te^V, 
He willied it, therefore, to be undOrftbod,. whether it was intended th g^e 
of Directors a fair opportunity of defending tliemielvesi and difappr<wag 
hient of the affairs of the Company that had bieen given to Chat Hooft,' 

Bill was farther proceeded in. Covemmeht ought to fay in what fanner thqr 
to atfl, and whether every paper, and every account that could chieidate tb% 
would L-e permitted to be difcuired> axamined, Hiid afceitained, previous^fo ' 

any farther a Bill; inanifefily tending to overturii the Ic^al fights d£ the ■ 

and of the Public. .. 

Mr. For rofe aj^alnj and faid; undoubtedly ev’ery pa{i«r apd aeMttAt''that Miiif''' 
throw any light upon the fubleff, or give the Houle any neceffary InforHiatloayi, 
ought to be upon the Talilei and to he fully eaanjJiicd. With regard tu what vrtf ta^ 
bo the mode of condufl, in relpeft to the Cboit of DifeAofs Petition^ thait'W0Vi4^/|h 
fell wiiti the Houfe, and b^ for them to deternune^ as the cirepiaftaneei Dvoiatiited^^ 
der neceffary., He was hot inclined to follow the Hondurable QentlAiida’s^ 
and lead Che Houfe, thin as it was, into ii prphiatute debate|.or, perhaps, l^r. .Fdk.- 
laid, he might hare o1)fervhd,*that notwithftasdhig the HonourdldoGetttlod^’s 
derate exprelBon now, and his reqomitiendation of fiis « 

there was a time, and that ^gt longpaftj when he had thought a ftniwfer mepfitia ■ 
neceHary. There was i titiie when he called for Ti|or 0 Bs exertioiw -uid wlftiQ Ite&id 
MO palliatives; no eniolunsenU, no hAf>fflc^ores,vrould do 1 Polfibly thdfe who had 
now liftened t<5 the Honourable Gentleman’s lau^age; did not expm that the j^tti 
eiciau who fo recently reprobated half-iitaifuret; would fei very foeiv<lkave chAagejl-' 
his note, and faid; the inter^im tf witS Jmirmiig Hit ti fat of tit*.• 

might bUe wanting. ^ ' o-. 

Mr* Pi I* t; in reply, laid; theft widi a dafium Between IH^imc^fnvef dad 
fures of the extremeft ri«ur, ]tt. was not neceffdir for him then jto go into til* > 
plauation of what he had meant on the ffrft day of tUe feifton, when he talked 
palliatives; but he would tenturif to affeK, chat rae ttia wenid not be 
in applying a,remedy to a call of the grea}<i^ importance, fttooid prdfor a leajenlf^'; 
regulation; to a regulation lilte that propoled'tn tKe Bill of tite Right JElononifbHf 
Gentleman; which was codfiderAl by mo^ men as a meafuzd of unpftrileli^ viotenslh’; 
and pppre'ffion. ^ 

Mr. BdtKs faidj that lenient regdlatilin, and vtoknee'atd opprefieR, wiere meiwi'i 
'Words; figoifying nothing, and therefore ab&liite All genentt tehna-of^ 

txprelSoii depended for ihe. truth of their..l^tffcari«D«peiii the hamre of the cafe th 
which they .were wUe^ and therefore the itNdb'%Mftte diprelBctaa.nd^ ofttii' 
mean one and the unne thing; that which iWh men termed ytoIent-eAd epprdifye, 
might, from the peculiar cfrcundftancea of the'haft, be the liaoft liUusMt meifuiw 
lhac ought to be adopted; and in other cafes, cBfferently ci(teiafttnc^, • hfwfore 
apparently lenient, might provd ettremely Holent and ^reffive ; ib mheh tiiearefoliAi ' 
for this war of words. Mr. Burke then faid, that ia ftadng accounts, a cclCtih . 
■rule of conduA muft ever be adhered to,,and*Whenever that rtile wat difregand^d, 
there would neceffatily be an oppolitioa of ib^timent. -Re hoped the Right ma|oar» 
able Oentleman who fpokt Uft, took caMfo iKiuninr botitltdtf^f hii kook kCi^ 
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ftruck and that he cafl- up the debtor as well as the cre<litor Jide, presr 

yiotw W his venturinji' to harangue in .public upon tin: Hate of the aicoont, and id 
fallacy and fallchood to the ftatoment given by others. In ll.iting an.itu»ibiif 
• gteac^ and exicufivc nature^ thofe who look, into the account, .and give tn-d:i for 
'(ipecttlative and uucertain matters^ matters depending upon eventu.al circuinli.iiu 
trifled very unwifely; bccaufe if they took tredit for fueh matters of probable salee, 
they were bound in jnfllceto allow for the pofiible Icfs upon thofe matters, ami upon 
the espencethey would incur. The certain rule to which he had refened, was, t* 
make a party debtor for debts which he adlually owed, and to give him credit for cf- 
fedls and property which he aflually poflcH'ed. Such a Hateinenc of the aecouni was 
the only one that could, bo truiled and proceeded upon with any ciTt.iinry of avoidmif 
fallacy and deception. If the Right Aonour.ihle Gentleman was fo eager to taLe 
info hia ftate -of the account of the Company’s affairs, all the poffihle effedls tli..c 
might arrive from.India, his Right Honourable Friend wh<> had biought in the Hill, 
le .would aflert, would have it in his power to ch.irge the C(»nip,iny witli a hud of . 
• r ,^bt>«f which no notice had yet been taken, and which it would nut be an eaiy 
matter for them to get rid of. Mr. Burke confidcred Mr. Pitt as pledged to prove 
y; Ks Right Honourable Friend's ft.ate of the Company's affairs f.ilfc and falhuious; 

‘i '***^ he might not find it fo eafy a matter to do that, as to talk of it in the molt 
Vel^ment and offenfivc language. The threats and menaces he had held out, wmili. 
,»ot, he .'iffured the Honourable Oenikinan, lhakc the firmnefi of a man, ihdugb 
they mightopepatvas bugbears to frighten children. Which was the true, and which 
was the falfe Rate of the account, remained to he proved, and could only be cledin t*d 
from a fair examination of the papers on the table. He warned the lloufc, bow wrr, 
^rona the extreme danger of truAing too implicitly to affertions made at the Bar, (it 
. accounts dr papers produced there j bccaufe the Houle had it not in their power to iir- 
veftigatc fuch evidence, fo as to enable themfelvos to afeertain what degree of truth 
at aacrlted. Mr. Burke added Ibme other rumarksy and ooncluded with declaring, 
.ritat he had not' the (msUeft objeAion t^ the motion. 

- W*"* T. Pitt fai^i- it had not been his intention to faysfyford upon the'Bill that 

- lie role in conlcquerice of the Honourable Gentleman, who fpoke laff, h.iv- 

talked as if an Honourable Friend of his had pledged himlclf to jirove the Right 
, .Jlouourablc Secretary’s ffatement of the affairs of the Eaft India Company falfe and 
^faUacIous. Hfs honourable Friend had not faid a fyllable that imj>lied his either 
CQBl}dering himfclf, or warranting; the Houfis ro conlider him, as pledged in any 
« initRi^r whatever to exhibit fuch proof,*..<u>His honourable Friend had iinJted f.iid, 
that he uaderflood the Raft India Company apprehended they were able to afford that 
.jproof. .R.toluftve oif.ihisy he would fay for himfclf, that the Right Honourabfe 
^Secretary was boundyoii his part, to make good every tittle of his flatc-ment. Eseiy 
wh# hazarded an iiffertioit in a public allcmbly, was bound, whep called upou, 

; .,»d his aflertion ;*but men, in h^h and rcfponfible htuations,- like that held by. 
'Jthc'Biffia Honourable'Geritleman who brought in the Bil], were mom particularly 
' JbAQfid.'to make good their affertions.' V»rith regard to what had' been faio about pal- 
and meaTfires of oppreiEon-'shd violence,, he was ready to admit that in the 
the EaR India C^paay> &paUi.'.tive would nit have been ad adequate reme¬ 
dy.?. iB|:Rad ^alarcd as much in that Houfe,. btit lie never'iheant' to have it under- 
ihat to JbjU ogittiw, a remedy fe violent as to deftroy the patient, ought to he 
esdoptedi % ' 'BUl^ tha^ had been brbpght m was certainly no palliative ; but it 

^Urould laexundtipdonhc obj^ it was profeffediy intended to affiff, and was 

.# remedyBetore, therefore, it could be expefled thac 
..'SI iljn,..w'btoh,)ia<t Cpi:^4.»cf-* -—-- 


„ . ... alarm; IhoWd meet with the codcurrence of 

'h.tuit hecelG^ c»a.‘iimich*«&ch « Bill whs debated (o be'gtdunded, ought 

*o beidft4Hu9jtctd'beyhnd.aR > ' 

^ SirdRE^r|tv PZiETCKEa faid,. .tbe Court of IDiredlbrs'had given orders for »va- 
pape^ and. accounts be prepared in fupport of the afU^ations of rheit 

aod that papers anffaoeodnb up to a certain day laft year, were already 
and before the'Houfit,. which would; throw aconftderablc light on the 
.9snii«fs. , . ■ " . 

; .The motion was then put and carried. 

y ' Jhis nutter over,"^ Sit' Henry- Fletcher ftated, that at the haft General Court It had* 
Mttt lyfcevjFiid, tbat-thttSiecrecwyi., to nuking a copy of the iniuutcsof the prcced- 

7' ‘ l»g 
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■y'Z Genfr.i] Coiirt, to prrffut to ilut Houfe^ had committed a hy infertile 

.1 ^illicit he had irad as a part of his fpccch^ as an oiEcial pSpCf* This 

?!ir Hciiry laid, a lurrc tlriU'al error; he wilhed, therefore^ to knot|r front tap 
Chair, how it (.ijulcl oe rc^tlhcd. 

I’hc S.ifakor fais’, U was ulh^l In fuch cafes, which Vrere not unfiwquefit, ttf apj^ 
to the Uviiie tor leave lu Withdraw the incorreA copy, and to preimt an ameaji^ 
cd "nr. 

I'hi > v.'4S Immediately adopted^ and an amended copy prefenUd. 


IVedne/day, ^ovmher 26, 1783 - 


• 

Mr. ‘^-..rar.T ary Fox brought in his ^ Bill for the better Govenup«*t df tfc® 
I'liiioriai A<.i[uilirions and Dependencies in India,” which being upon roetioft 
Grdcicd to Ik- read a tirfl ciiiir, the title and part of the preamhle were run throughjat • 
the I'aulc, and the breviatc was recited t'r<vn thcTlh.ak> The Biliappeared to bitSMi 
.ft ihemoii I opjowa, (oHiprcbcnfive, and pariicularj w.c ever remember to have heard inr* 
iroducrd into Faritaincint. 'J he aim of it is to prepm^nd and eftabliih foch regup [ 
l.ui'ais in Ii)dia^ as lhall be moll likely to fecure.a peaccahle.and profperous Govern* 
^iirnt of the Kntiih pofliiirjons in that quarter pf the globe for thfe future ; to qqieC 
She native Indians, Princes, as well as Icfs exalted individuals, in the pofleih^ of 
thnr lands and property-; to proteil them from the rapine of the Company's fer- 
arants, whether in power or otherwife, and iiitally, to .check the progrpls of -ieor* • 
ruption, and eflfc^ually defeat its end. 

As foon as the Sf'oakcr had got through the Breviate, 

Sir Edwaro Astlf.9 tou-, and confetTcd bimfeif wholly unfit to debat* 
■fubjedl then under conlidoration, not fulBckucly underilanjdiiig a matter of fo^ mag> 
nitude, to be able to treat it in that manner in which lb important a topic ought to 
he treated. But Sir Edward faid, he could not help reminding the-Houfe, that a plan 
-of governing India had been in aglrarion three years ago, and had then beerS'Tepro* 
bated in the ilrongelt terms in that Houfe, as a^tneafore that gave tco much, power 
to the Crown, and was .ot too unjgll a nature to be fit to he adopted. Sir Edward 
declared, he was perfcdlly aware, that a mere trading Company was incaphtile of 
Londuding the affairs of India properly, and that therefore the inrerpofition of that 
Jloufe was ablblutely necelTary; but ho much doubted whether fuch a BiH u mat 
in agitation, did not tend to^increafe the Influence of the Crown in a manner than 
mud alarm every friend to the conllitution. If foch a Bill pafTed, he IhoVtld expbfk 
ihustly to find it necefiary for that Hou^e to come to a vote like that palfcd three 
yrars ago, vtz. that the Influence of the Crown was incieafing, had increafed, ‘«q 4 '' 
««ught to be dimiiulhed. Sir Edward added other reafons why he thought the fitfl 
igave too much infinence to tJte Crown. . • - 

Mr. Secretary Fox. rote immediately, and faid, all'that had f-illen from the 
Honourable Bjjronet appeared to him rather to apply to the principle of tlte'Bii], liM' 
then under confideration, but to the Btli which had been juft iw#d a 
When the pfopcr tiiu^e came for dilcufling the principle of the Bill^ ordelwd'to^be 
read a fecond time ti^inorrow, he Ibould be very glad to hear ,<very'’ob- 
jcAion that the Hontnuable Baronet had to make to it, or that any body clfe cw»Ijl 
-propofo: to that Bill there were undoubtedly various objections entertained in dif* 
ferent parts of the Houfe; he doubted not, therefore, that the fubjefl w'duld- be 
fully difeufTod; but ht; hoped thofe'whodid objeft, would follow the exan^Ie of the 
HonoLir.ible Baronet, and take the maWr up .upon fair* grounds of bppolitioa. The 
honourable Baronet had admitted the necefiirtrrf feme meafure being adopted lylju .■ 
rive to India, and had acknowledged, that a Company of Merchants werd inadirqfciate , 
to the condudl of fo vafl and important art obje^ as the management of oaf tefti*,'--! 
torlal revenues in India, and the government of our poflefCons there. AdmitttM 1 
this, the Honoumhle Baronet had objedled that the Bill in qucflfon tended toIdcfeafo ' 
the Influence of the Crown. This fort j6f oppofitlon was'fair and parjiaibentary, 
and lie hoiked it would be followed. He hop«4 that so GentMmmtxretfU^jeft 

JE» , ; 



[ 28 J 

I 

coniider U_ in a lingle point of view; but th^t^hilc it wji 
that the Bill tended to iiirreafe the Influence of the Crown,' tnc neceflity of 
^S^ipg.fome tneafure rcfpc£ting the future Government of India would be taken 
ebnfideratioh} and then rite quclHou with .rcfpedl to the luHuencc of iho 
Crown would itand on ita true ground ; and the only |>oint in doubt would be, 
Tfttether the Bill which was to be read a leeond time next day, Increafed the Inllud 
ilhee of the Crown in a manner that was uunccciTary. With regard to the Bill 
^hat had been read a tipie that day, he did not conceive there could cxiit a 
apubt as to its principlei or that'there would be any objcAion tp reading it a fccond 
time on an early dayl He meant therefore to move, that it be read a lecond time 
next Tuhfday; and he would name a long d<^, before its going to the Committee, 
an'which fta||e. be inoagined it' would call for the mull difculfiun. Mr. Fox alfd 
Wid) ‘ be (hould'.moyc to have it printed, to which he prefumed there would be 
^^edijim.' " ■' ■ ^ 

' V |1It. W.’ Pitt faid, as Tat as he had been able to catch the idea of the Bill that 
'liM^n juft read from the bteviate, there could be little objedlion to the pna- 
£^le} but as it contained an infinite variety of important regulations, he hoped 
ciine would be idlowed for Gentlemen to nuke themlelves mailers of the whole 
before it went to the Committee. 

l^Wfr-AaoaN begged leave to obferve, thaf there feemed to him to be fomethine 
^^i^per. in endeayouring to precipitate the palling of the Bill that had been read 
that day. If his ear had not deceived him, the fcveral claules went 
ISd'ue ittfeftment of various powers in the ConOTlflioncrs named, or rather to be 
fliMkd, ih the other Bill; it therefore pre-fuppofed as a matter of courfe, that the 
i^berl^rWould pals. Now, as this was nut a faft abfolutely certain, he thought 
,|b'e prefent Bill Ibould wait till It was determined. 

IttA Secretary Fox faid^ the objedlion was an extreme fair one; but if Centlemeii 
Itad artepded clof^ while the Bill was read, they would obferve that it was merely 
■A Bill of Regulation ; and that fo far from giving power to any perlbn, it almolr, 
4n'''efery inftSnce, tended to jefl^ It. They-mi^t have obferved alfo, that by a 
'n blaofe;;fl<0perly aiiapted,' it w^ eafy to change the wprd$ CmmilTioners to I)I* 
nelMta; «t)4 as he coaceivec|, let who would hftve the management of the Eaft 
Indi^C^tMany's AfTairs in future, it would be admitted tfiat fome vegulations 
Wttt ncodnaTy, there could: be no objection to'i;s going on. He owned, for h» 
U.wtftied it to proceed with as much difpatch as pofhble; but as he was not 
JfMi -%t$jsh'-'te ^thmk, that any Bill he could fabricate, would be perfedl; or 
i]that kny'B^,' oon^ning fb Urge a number of various regulations, would not call 
:^r^mttebdi&Qffioh, and even f<>me alteiat'ioh, he certainly would give due«imu fo^ 
^^(lenleu to confider the fubjcA, before he moved the day of its commitment, 

l^The Bill was then upon Motion, ordered to be mad a fedond time next Tuefday, > 

^ . . . , , . . . . 

. .. • ' 
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lte^S^ilCS^tV'Fax..mevexI for the Treafury Minutes, m the application of th« 

or any other 
but he muft 

: jikit-'Ob&fvatioii, -0^. Wofhd Bi^^ylas to be,mad a' fbeoad time this day, it 
father fi^lar that Honourable Secretary fhoujd not have called for 

^iheiir.pll^rs focmer* -Xf ^S^pwro jiptcefrary to t;he cenfideratlon of this Bill, they 
^Wdre cwa^^.-'tnd Iate> * j^ntleiiaett had not time, to re^ theip. If they were not 
■frby for ? 

^^hryiFox fai^, he- undoubtedly wot(ld have called for thefe papers 
,r cdoM .have unagiped that any objeiflibn would have been ftarted to 
^ . /and ftatejlient. which he oitf'ered to the Houfe, of the Company’s Funds. 

.Jah argument'he exped^ed qbjdAion. To the pka of Ncccflity, of 
ha fancl^. i^Uc-iu’gunie^ sught have been let up, but ho could 
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have Iniagmeti that any fet of men would have alledged^ tl|>$ ^ Cnin[^ml| 
Funds were in a good, nay in a tlouridilng ftacc. It had hem laidf howewtji ii^ 
he had called for thcfc Minutes. The Baft India Cooi^any b»d ditoihutad & 
pjfier, which they called a State of their Atfairs. To ebu Account of tbcur Bi* 
pances he had material obje^ions; and pledged hiinfelf to exhibit to the IjOBfe a o4tt y 
Toblic, what he thought rational objedions to articles in ibis 'AccoUDr, 
in omiliions and misllatcments, to the fum of Twelve MiilloM^ He 
be undcrilood in th:s declaration. He did not fay, Chat be tiroSid irrovo xhac 
Account was erroneous to the amount of Twelve Mllliona i hO did not fiy ttnijc;bA 
would be able iq prove this to the conviflion of the Hoafe} but khat be IhoaU ‘*1 b 
able to ilaie rational, and what he called well founded objediooa- to orticleaiiW. 
omiinon and misftatement in this Account^ to the amount of cbii Aim. *' ■ 

Loid Maii 03! begged that the Houfe might undeifiarid clearly to what 'the 
Honourable Secretary had now pledged himfelf.—Aboui the word Banl!lrbpc^f,it; 
fccrncd, there had been mifappreheniion. He nnderftood''rhen that 
Honourable Secretary pledged himfelf to fee up and prove Errors in'this A^<btt0C 
to the amount of Twelve Millions. ‘ 

Mr. Secretary Fox faid^ he by no means pledged himfelf Co be ab|ifr'. 
ro the coiividion of ail the Houfe : There were men wb'o^ wbeth^f 
ronviMced or not, would not confefs convidion ? but he pledged bimfelf 
what he lu his own mind conlidered to be rational objefliuns to tlHi> Acedh^'^ih 
cmiHions and mi statements, on the Debtor and Creditor fide, to fhe of 

Twelve Millions .- But unqucllionahly his objeAions might n«t be eftee^d-'** 
proofs by the Hpufe—he could only fay that they brou^c convil^ion td'lmwil. 
pnind. - 

The papers wen: ordered, and Mr. Sheridan immediatelv laid them on tbe.'Thii^ 
The Order of the Day for the fecond reading of the Bill for veAlngi‘'th^^|&fiS^ , 
f of the Ball India Company in the hands oi certain CommilSpiVerv 

¥ nefit of the Proprietors an ' ' .. ' *' " '**'* 

to the Bar^ for the £«ft Indl 

INfr. Bout and iSfr. Dallas ^ ...... 

Plomer for the DireAors. 'On' the ipeechei.of all thele learned Gehtmmtl.,#e'e ^7 
ferve, in general, chat there .'was a,fpirit and, animation fopcrlorto the oittishoa'' 
tone of pleading^ 4 ad which was w^l futted to th« importance of the ot^^od* 
As it may be fairly prefumeA that the collected* fentiments of the Coon^ eoncim 
the moft obvious and plaulible'argQmenta that can-be urged againft'tlfe prHbmt.- 
Bill, it may not be improper to touch upon the principal toptps'M'th^o]*lto,^ca it' 
and this the-mher, that a previous attention to chew will- be' need wr y , fid'tho' 
purpofe of entering'into-the fpich and -reafoning of that admirable' reply whicfi'itea ' 
inade to the learaed lawyers by the Right Honourable geeretary of States 
Mr. RouSt adveruag to the importance of tbeeaufe in which he 
to, the Company, every Chartered Corporation, and to all the fai^e^ 0* 
£riruD, faid, that the IStoation in which he Aood at the Ear was new ab^ilM^I'^''^ 
Againii his Clients nothing,'was charged t what to ptovb', or'wbatjo refu.K,' 

'pras at a lofs. Hc.put the queftion to the'Speaker,,what jvaS the guilt thd u . 
imputed to the Biia'lndiaCoifipany ^ And padi^ ih'^eemiog expeftatiM.of'jus 
aniwer. ^ . ' ■ . ' 

TheSvEAKsn ftid, M/. Rou'Sf you mdft guide your-pkadll^'by w^ii|f>Mr» 
on the £kce of the Bill,-'' I am not charged hy this Hpuie wuh at(y 7 inf<^n^tiQa to 
you of anyl^ind. ' ' j ’• " ‘ -v ’ • ' 

Mr. Rovr therefc^ proceeded to renlpb againft frpm a-{^iMral'-vias|'of 

It, and on general ppnc^les: .He. infi^e^ '-on- tho injuiiice,' .the didtondur^ idto ton' 
woticy of violating public faith, nod in^iug pfMratopro]Mc)^- iTtie mai^Eetnent 
of the Compaojr*s Ai^s wa's V'betom fmmifhemfelve^ «ndp^4 in hands of* 

Jark Cahalf under an iny^ncMc might be vety an Avoarable Thin, 

was dcfpotifm; and de^i^n -wM. by no means fay'qur||ile:;^.coi^Rim w&icfc 
required liberty, juftice, and (eeuritg jbf psopwty for 
Company was in a fiate of bankruptcy and ruin, and PipNnant^ 
traA tlic evil day that was to .Conrutnmat^ the tuth of both tVe . 

Station. He admitted that a cafe xqigM iirwhich.(ito£egil1&tore<od|K^^<> 7; 
fcrpolc for the prcfcrvatlon of chf thit|'g^^^!w>.' 
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was pwlcnt fucli a cafe? If the Compaiy vcrc 'baeknipts, if 
piiiy were in danger, and the their probable rum likely to rum tite i.ation, I.e 
Veold be filent, and deplore the hard neuclTuy tlut dum ir.ii'd iheii dovtnfal. He 
Joined the Huufc upon the fa61, and undertook to proM', t>y undoubtt-d cvideni% 
phM the Affairs of.tW Company were in no oiln r fiatation than that which tht 
Ct^nunon courfe of events, and the natural order of thiijg-, would render iiourilh'e 
Jng- The War kad oteanoned great cxpencts in the Ciunpany ; bnr IVace had 
keen cllablilhcd with tbt; Itfahrattas^ and fuch faving would be made, as would 
wy off" all thjE arrears. Our fucccffcs in the Eall h.ul redeemed our loiles in the 
^Veff, and furnilltcd the pric^ of peace. He dcferlbed the htuationof our affairs 
in Indian and concluded, that there was no apprelienlion of danger of aii\ kind, 
^but the ereateff profpe^t of peace .ind profperity. 

,Th<? learned Gentleman placed the danger ariltng from fuch a pn eedent as 
'would, be ellabltlheVl by the Bill, If it fhonld pafs, in a very clear and linking 
tjgHj and athnned, tliac if fuch infraelions of public faith lliould bo nine faiiiiliar, 
Farliaittents might be contimed by way of form j but faiUoiv, cabal, inlluencc^, 
'would' fet the law's at dcfiaiuc, and trample u)>on all jHoperty and julilce. I'or 
what, he aflted, is better fecund to any man, than tlic propi*rty of the Company 
is fccured to them 'oy diff'erent ,aifls of Farliamcnr, which he pointed out. lie con¬ 
cluded, as he IftJ bcguix, witii ffiew'jng the geocral importance of the Kill that was 
now agitated ; and that the Eaff. India Company, Ihnuld th.it £IU pafs into a Law, 
Would only be the firft viftim to faction, and a fpirit of tyranny. JVlr. Rous d--- 
lired, that the i\.ccom[>tant, and the Auditor of the Ealt India Accounts, might be 
examined on certain points, wd tliey were examined accordingly. Their evidence 
went to authenticate that Aatnncnt of the affairs of the Company} which lay on the. 
jable. 

Itfr. Dalj.aSi after an apology for apjiearlng in the ch.iraftcr of a pleader bo- 
fore fo augull on alTcmbly, by the’importance, and by the extreme tkarnefs and 
evident jglllce of his catife, allowed, that if,- indeed, there was a neceflity for ihp 
iiiterpolition of Parliament in the Company's affairs, it was thrijr duty to interpofe j 
but no furh nccelTuy exifted. Ifo necelfity tliac did not e'xift three years ago^ 
When the Company, in confidcration of advancing a fum to Government} received 
a renewal of their Clianor. He prclTcd on the Honourable Mejnbers of the Houfe, 
%hc initpiity of invading private prui>erty, and breaking the faith of Parli.ament. 
It w'as on]\\when the very cxiftence of a flatc yrus threatened, that fuch violai- 
'tlons could be juffiffed. But he endeavoured to ll}ew, that the great ]>ka nf b.ink* 
TdptCT was without foundation, and expatiated on the refources of the Company, 
^'fald, that if the Bill Ihould pafs into 'a Law, it would be a death-warrant to 
w.ihe charters, and immunities of corporations, and of individuals in Britain. 

'■j&r. Haki’INOb appeared as Counfel for the DireAor^ of the £|aft India Com- 
■ja^. ■ The intcrefts of the Company, he faid’, wcr.e invaded, and the honour of 
‘their fervants attacked. The moll violent outrage was threatened on all that can 
be held valuable by men. In fpeaking on a fubjefl .of fuch magnitude and im- 
Bortaocc, he 'intrcated-l^ be indulged, aod he cUimed, as his privilege, the utmoft 
liberty of /^'coh. When that liberty ffwuJd’he. denied, the liberties of England 
I wduld be laid low In the duA. He advercce cira great deal of that reafoning on 
the Bill^ pending in Parllaineni, which had taken place in the Hovife on former 
wccalions; and that he nnght do fo confiflently with form, and wkhput feeming 
to ref^ ufMin extyajuS^ial cvidence^^ he treated the newfpa)wrs, from which alone he 
jpreteftded to derive his information, as libels, as violent, fcandalous, and fevero 
.Tibels aga'nft the procci^rnes of Parliatrt^. What, he afked, have the DireAors 
jsjjlB&e', ‘that ought to forfeit me confidence of the nation ? Have they been guilty of 
tin' error‘of itidgmiAit in any inffahee ^ Phy therni, and look'at home.. Is the de* 



'itin r ^bfurd, faid Mr. Hardinge,-in thtfe propofitions ? Oh!,but fays the Ho- 
Secretary who brings forward the Bill,- this is not a Bill of Pains and 
it has no re|r'ofpC(ft ; For God's lake, Gentlemen, don’t be alarmed; we 
to pnnilli you ; be quiet, left you mould provoke an enquiry that may 
■fbltwad with inmilhiTicnti rfc rcrailed to mind the honourahU' rcftim'iny rhat 
iwun bome to^hci virtue of the Pin^rs by the Secretary himfclf, and chal- 

Jenged 
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Irrgfi the Houfe to impeAch, if they couM, the Integrity of 
^cinnitjr, where no crime was cummitied, was no favour; Iknd it wai a cruel infukv 
to turn men, w'iihout any caule, out *f their oiEceSj andj at the f»aUt timCf tflf- 
juthiv fu( h cuudud, hy alledging that no other punifhrhenE followed,that 3i$t: • 
of injurtiee.—You liavc done your duty very wella— iVow fafees in er^ct _ 

Mr. Hardliigc ihewed,-that it was not from the defeft of the law> or the 
of the Directors, that the abnl'es complained of in India had originated; and that'; 
ditlauce and Lotruption, under any fyflem, might often let laws ar defianpe, 
JParliament had alibmcd to itfclf the privilege of noiyiu^ng the-Company’s' fe|^ ' 
vants ; iholc fervant: had not done their duty ; and*now* it was propofed to vific tfai#;. 
iniquity of the fervaOtS on the mailers f would it not be Better to enquire into 
rai.fe oV ahui'-s, and to remove that caule^ than to go fo roundly to work ? Where* ;; 
ever any gr.cvancc takCs place, is there no remedy but to appoint levcn Coinmif* 
fionrrs to (.'uutroul the fubjcift of that grievance ? The af&irs of this nation ate.aoC 
?n very gf'od order, have foil America, and other poflellions; yet wc do 
hear of any number of CummiAioncrs for she government of national a^a\ru/,, 
TItcre arc tioubis and furmifes, and a general gloom hanging over the PuiUc ■ 

Why not appoint fovcu Commifliouers to conirnul the Bank, and to manage every . 
thing <■ 111- relating to public credit? Mr. Hardingp, purfuing this vein, enum'e*.- 
rated various other particulars, in whleli the appointment by Parliament of ,levea 
foinini'li.incrs, and eight Clerks (alluding to the eight Alliilant-Pioprietors) Would 
be js t-atuial and jtf-jper, as the'ap[>ointmcnt of CotniniiTtoners for the government 
cil India. The Bill in agitation, lie couf-dered, as wearing a very tyrannical and 
iniliCury afpeift. The Clanfe cmp.iwering the Cornfnifiioners to enter inro-all the 
Comi>any’'. Wa’T-houfV., to fcl/.c th-ir money, papers, books, and proi>erty of ever/ 
kind, put him in nfind of an aimy'entering into,, and pill.aging a n-dtued town. 
Having jiointed out the addition v.-hieli the Bill would malie to the Influence of the 
Cfown, and the example it would fet of difregard to the legal claims of the People^ 
he recalled to the mind of the Moufe Ihrmcr profeilions oFpatriotiim, and toilchcd 
cixthe duty and inflituilon of Parliament to protcfl the Commons, He exclaimed^ 
i-n the laiTguage of the facred Scriptures, " Oh! that an enemy had done this! fine 
** my own friend—my p.ir*iicu]ar„friend! even he did lift up his weaiion againft 

me 1” Mr. Hardlnge appealed warmly to the candour of the Houfe, and fore¬ 
warned them of the d.uiger of breaking laws, and of diininilbing the refpeft dat^ 
to ParlLainenr, and the national honour, in this kingdom, and throughout the 
-World :—Res nfiittr *ua prowni nm paries ardet. He dwelt on the dangerous ten¬ 
dency of the precedent that iht Bill, Ihould it pafs into a {.aw. Would cftabliiht' 
and conjured the Houfe not to give a wound to Its own honour, and to the liSwrt/ 
of the nation, by infringing the laws, feizing private propeny, and vialatU)|^ 
public faith. 

Mr, Plomfr obferved, .that hcHdes the Territorial Revenues, which amouiitdd 
to tive millions fteriing ahntially, which the Company had provided by conotp!^'.-. 
th«y w'ere In poflefbon of tenements and land, both here and Ih Zndi^out > 

ally In India, of very great value, as well foctired to them as the pofleflTons uf any. 
in;lividual in England; they held them, Indeed, by the liunetenuse, the good.faithi 
of Parliament. The will of Farli^ent being fiipreme^ If that will Ihould .ccal^. 
lo he governed by a regard to equity, jufticc, and its own decifioiis,. wbat^ro|i!enyii 
«r what perfon would be fafe J—It was now two hundred years lihee the firtf I^*. 
ftitutiun of the EngTiih Kaft India Company; their rights,were conlirmi^. byv . 
length of lime, by long pofleffioij, by rcocatca adls of Parliament. Their -iTem-' j 
torial Revenues itiould not bit cott/iderca as brionging to GoveiTuaent, any 
than their Commercial Co icerns; for thefo revenues wcca neceflary fo profoa 
tnerw, which uras the great objc£l,* and the paramount ronllderatioi^ utmur.cm^j 
tieitson with India. He faid, that the of'the BLU wa8.1nu|^cal to coinnieivtt^^ 
which difliked all dark cabals, and loved to explore its own affaiA,' and to cho^^^ 
the terms on which it lhou.ld run any riik, and the perfods In whontxic lhoul<|.'^ 
confide. The Proprietors of Balt lodis Stock were mock- Inthreftedin *' 

chatafter of the perfons whom- they iRoufd fend to India; and, in general# an 
matters that came under thclr cognizancc. It vi-as.cot fo with the C^ntifiSonefo^ 
No particular interc.^ bound them to the profperity of the Company—^lotere^ of 
tarious kinds might wfeen. lead them to aft Iq contrkdiftion to thaik.^tua» 
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nataially infpire them with dlfpofitions to Intrigur, ani to grafp ii 
jpol^^al power. It was dated in the Ninth Report, that the ait which pafTed la 
oawowing the Court of Proprietor;! from voters of five hund.'^cd pounds pro- 
f^yi to thofe of k thoufaad, had; by diminithlhg the number u> be influenced; 
inreatly contributed to encreafe the power of the Crown to influence them. Fioin 
uiat dayy a wider door of cotruption and fjAiun in the management of tiie Com* 
|»«ny’s adairs; was opened than ever; but with how much greater force docs this 
sMrgmfient apply t<j the fitKll ftura^r df Seven ConuninTioners; Thofe men will 
naturally fludy* in clie fitft plaec; to provide at all hazards for their own relations 
dnd dep^dents; as tbel%/itt their turn, will be, above all things, ftudlous to- pleafe 
^ir mailers at home^ Tltiis; Mr. Plomer concluded, that the tide of corruption! 
"Irould flow with a more vitflent current from India to Britain, cbdn ever ; and that 
■nhethelr the Houfe had regard to its own purim to the rights of the Com{>any, or 
/he ■ne^al privileged of thn nation; they would not fufler the Bill before them tJ 
jWlw#o a Lkw. . i 

' ^dl^;4bon as the Counfel had withdrawn, Mr. Setretary Fox end Sir Jamef 
Tariirtliar-both got up. The Spealcer put an end to the queilion, by flatlug, thaf 
ltie {l^otof order was; that the Bill mould now be read a fe'tond time, which he 
4£d|'an<ithc qoeflton be put, that this Bill be committed. 

•’*'',)Qn this queftion, the two Mimbers again got up; but Sir James faying that be 
^|i^e t6' order, he was deflred to fpeafc. < •- 

Si< Jambs LowtHE*. theh faid; that before the Right Honourable Secrctar/’ 
dboiald proceed, for be did not wHh to prevent him ftom entering on his l^e/rncejf 
«a much of lire debate on the fubjedi before rhem; would turn on the Situation of 
the Company's affairs; he fhould tltove; that the books and papers of accounts ex-* 
as evidence by the Codu&l^ and now lying on the table; (honld be read. 

' TteSpeakef laid, that the order was, in his djinnion; that the books and papers' 
#efk^! tidied xi evidence.- The Counfel might havq dteliRdthem to be read f but it 
4fha praAietf of the Houfe; when fucK papers wefe prefented, to fuffer them ta^ 
^,on tlie tabk; with only reading their titles f and in rhe courfc of proceeding 
eti tlu^ Bill & which they related, any Member might order them td*be read, not 
IdnKe'bhtv,' a huisdred times. 

iliEMVo w was not convinced of the propriety of this point of order. H* 
yomprehend the idea nor ufe of evidence which -Was not read. When; 
were abthcnticarcd they becanre evidence; and accordingly ought taf 

'I again e»tained this,pointy and the tn^ifiXfr was dropt. 

,Hofe and laid,- 'In anfwer ..to -what had been flated by Sir. James 
he meant Co put- himfelf u^n his Defence^ he always hoped to fee a 
Mun^r 'of this countm idha'n conducting, iffalcs; in that iituarion. He .kit 

Alta^f l^Bly refpmirak tot the meafare tb^^he had brouAt &TWaAl regarding 
|KuS^' Ah. I^eggcd to.b^conffdered as not kjoicing in the ntoaiidn of theCom- 
An^r'^t lamenting Aeir nxisfortuhes^ and called,upon by thq 

«tc^',Qr!Ms',ftatmfb.;sM the bhcel^ty oCxdk.iii\g|neafures to refieve them; to bring 
ib(wh|lfxWdiE real nreatton tothp'Public... 

r* -J^ '-tMTef^ bnliocfs^as to perform his prianife'W thd Hdhfiy and to,fliew them 
'At^^f^.ware m' the account laid before them; farelve millions ftedlihg fiatod ad 
fundM^d tb' ttk Cnnqpany, that they might edhrelare upon as a Rfonree to re> 
AieA'^cir dffirir»» .bnt the nature «f. the fuma, be pledged himfelf 

^ pmvb, u|i<m the pAiri]^ an WhieH this was ma!de upr Aould be difallowedl 

hejlfatcd nabc liiade up with tbia^view;;i;^1tliat the affairs of tbd 
Saimaffy weie ksMch as t«(.jmaKe.jt tmumpo'to pala the Bill vmler 

Qi^d di^riva me Cei|B^y of the manage* 

: oF'tKclr .a|wi|ii. • A^fd 'he, begged that al he faid might be confidared io that 
I'Of'^ew. y\ . ' 

dp jhIkSee of the'deqount which is entltledy " P'^pperty of the, 
# He laid, he £d not ttwah to difa^low the ferft item, of any part of 
The debt due from ^Oovpmment tb the pompany, lent At three per cent, 
amounting to ;^a9P,oooK’' At the fame time he muff mentions 
oitcui^Knce regarding the fiakriient bf that fwn, becaufe it gave a complexion to 

bad pervededevery pan of the account. 

’ V ■ r That 
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That fun of four millions v^as reckoned at the nominal wK^reit 

vatne cf that turn fliould be taken at the rate of j per cent, ftock* And thtf 
4 . ^um on the other ittlc, when It Hates the debt due by theCon^Mtoyf o1>^4!rv^that' 
the Turn borrowed] to make that advance^ Ihould be ftated at the rdc<! <f£ 55 
being the t»tc at whkh thofe annuitn.'S were felling. , 

The next item, he laid, he muH totally diftllow; as being i fom to be.lit uty^ 
t'^fpeet depenJed upon for any rehef to the Company at any timet but furely noC^ 
(.ipahic of being biou.glic to their relief now. That fum codfiited of 4az/oti!•' 
1 hr firft hem of this Aim was 260,687!. fof fubfiftence o‘f prllbners in the former'- 
V. ar; hy which, he dLfcrv.'d, \v.i5 not to be underftood the lafl warj but the wat 
ended in 176^. So tliat thh fifteen years of iteace hiid elapfed before the tpin« 
rhencement of the late war, without any fucceu having attended the negociation. 
to obtain it. Tho Houle, therefore, would Judge what reliance was to be placed' 
0:1 it. Not that it ought to be entirely given up j a negdciailon ava» going on to ' 
pio.'uic it; and the Company xxiight be aflured, in his dcpartiffcnt he had takenf >' 
and would take, every Hep to get the money ; but he could by no naeaps fet it down ' ■ 
<.eit.<in at all; anJ dearly as fidt allowable for the purpofe for which this de- 
ciiunt was given in, 

The next item, 1391877 1 > Manilla Ranfdmi” which every Treafuryj linc^ tb*'' 
I'CJLC of 176}, had equally Joined in difallowing,- including even the 'freafuiy of' 
L'uJ Slidburne. 

“ The Hofpltal, Expences of 21,4^.7 1 .” occurred lit tHe.ptace of and was 
equally to be difallovveJ as a futn always difputed. This then forining wc fum of 
422,311 L was all iinpio'pierly inferted, and calculated to miHcad and deceive. 

The next fum, 609,(>34 1 . he did nut mean, to dtijintcbut oblcrveJ, that thA 
bonds, amounting to zSu,tl7jL ought rather t» have been Hared on the other lidd,‘ 
bccaule they niuit be ifiwd againi in ^cr th keep up the Compahy's credit. Howv 
fver, he allowed the whole iuin of 6^954!. -to Hand.' *; 

'I lie I’um'of 5.53,1581. due fot goods uild, ^ui not delivered or paid for,''heal* i 
lovvcd to Hind. 

Next, the v^lue of goods in wafe-houie, uQiblil,^of which'all theTrelghts.anA ' 
doti-.-s are charged or paid on the othef fide,' eftimated to pfoduce, clear of dif*. 
toont, 2,5 dc3,ood1. . ' . ■ T . ' 

(Jpan this he only made an ubfervation, that he Hated that fum at two mil&ohsi; 
Ivithoiit the Culloms; whereas tliey ftated it at the full am'ounti aiid.ft'iitd' i;hc 
Cuf oms as a debt due by theCorojumy, placing it on the othpr fide. 

The next arch le^ 7^219^091!. merchandize exported to India, bumo'^.incIuj[e^ 
on dceoudt of property not being arrived when they were made up/[ he IJild wqu' 
juft with this exception, that there wefe 6oo,VfOoi. conta^d in ii of "naval andf ^ 
hxilitary Hbres^ which he could not allow, becau-ft thffy could not be converted to 
any j'urpofc bf relief to the Company. He thefefdte, upon this article; diftfllowetl ■? 
4 oo,ohDl. ^ 

The next, item; he fald; ivds a very fniaU tMtt ittdee'd^ but lb material in its nd* 
ture, that it- hild excited his particular atrenta^'fi.and when be read it, he had re^' 
f ailed to-his mind an account ftated by Shakei{e'Ae in one of his beft petForaiauces& 

So much for fack, fo much tor fugar; fo much for one thing, ai^ fo rriuch fftlc ^ 
another; and for the moft neceflaw article of all,^ for bread; M<r ha!ffenny!'* So '**1 
here there were great fums for. ranloiti! Great fuiiis for ftorte ex'pended, and^o Ub 
E xpended 1 Great fums fur ditto fhat never could be got 1 All thefe ujOfijBp^ 
fludtivc articles were-c^eae and magnindhntj but foc^ bullion, only 1090I. !! f ''-. 

To the next article of’172,3 34 L advanced ** bii account of freights to ihtt 
** owners; to be deduifted from freight, payable when^they arrive ;*’ he 'begged ' 
lo cati the ntteniiou of the Hbufe.in a tiioft piirticoldr manner.' He then lHte(^ 
that while upoli the one fide of the account they had tdkeri credit for the advaihce f 
of freight; and made that fum of-172^334!. due ro the Company, and forming.- 
•>art of the Cdnipany’s prowfty; they had kcj>t back‘aiid con’cealcfd the wh,ei« of 
the freight and deduh'age due by them,' and to be paid on the returnjof thole l]^S< 
He then ftated the numl^r of the fhips abroad, deduAed thofe that'were paid 'w, 
and dedinfted the Bengal ftiips loftj by which deduflioris the freight and deniurin^ , 
of 37 fhips; th«‘ number remaining, on^which freight and demurrage-was dw, 
amotiptltig to a imilion and a hal^ was is'' the nvojC foA&daloUa (inpacr totbtiy 

enuttl^ 
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iStihti'don the fiJfj' as s' fVri of thr debt due Hy iln'- C’li.n, .iny, Saejl {•"»• 
as ilijt of iliofc whu inadt: uii ar.d ^l(i.ll(.d rl'r> a. i.itu.'/i, lalKil toi ilu-ii i'mlh: 
t^prubaliou. And he added,- tliai lli(>v.ld Inch a '-**=> riull be ('oir.n: i: d' 

th'ofe wh6m l»c wiTllcd to be .;)'M>,iilOd ia the runageiiii-iu of tlie Coiii|)!\t,j'i 
tpairs, heIhouTdcall them feverc-ly lo . Iea-jiU Vf'i’v I'arh.une-. i ior that part of 11'< ir 
conduct. The fic.\t iftfm, **■ flu-value of Ihipo and veJh-].. i.) Kurland, lie 

dlfallov/cd; hecaiifc, he laid,, if ihev \v<-re to ttinrluoe their tiacU, .md to eiijoy 
tliVir extlufive iirlvtlcge, Vrhieh it was the pt'ini. .ph; and tour.d.iiioo of the Hill to 
pjrffiveto them, uitliciut thofc lhij '5 they could iV't c.iiiy oa thtir trade. '1 l.-s 
iame ohrerv<ili<>n apidied to the next article, *' 2;;/ii61. t’ake ui huoln. 

^ bulldiug'i in I..oiidoii.” Thelfc thpy ttiuft ha-VeyjMii (lieithaol routaai.iig thcir 
irade: Thev could not convert thcrii into calh for their re]i»-f, without gi'-ug uj> 
tiieir bulincfs and trade; therefore, upon the prlneiule of this Hill, -whuh was i<> 
pVeferve theii trade, and to enable them to eajry it on with advaiit.igr, he could not 
allow this fuTt. 

^ The ncKi ft1W, ** 70J,?24T. prime cofl. of the carirots on their i tfiji'e fioin Heu- 
gal,” has, in the rouliiplieity, variety,- and Intiicacy of the articles ol th's .u- 
count, cfcaped the Reporter. He can only tecollc-ei in general, that the o'tdc-iva- 
tion was of this nature: That this ftim ol 703,^24^* U|joii a fiij'ixiiit'oii lii.ir 
the profit would n.^y the ft eight and deinuirage; whereas the Bengal 11 ade i^ .it- 
icnded with a lofs ol tSl. per cent. 

• The nest aitjele ‘■-f “ ■'3f'4,515 1 * for t argoes difpaiched from Bengal to tin* (Ul'er 
** rrefideneies,’* are llore*, and not invellinents 111 the way of trade,'ai.d theieihie 
Tj^'t to he retkotud as a fund by which the neceflities of the Coriipany are to L-r 
seduced. ' 

’ On the nest artielc, “ Qilick StVick at Eeng-t;!, taking the Rttpcc at 2s. 31!,” h- 
^fei VI d that,- fioiii .in effity ni.ido at the Ta||(ier, the value oi the Rupee had Ikcii 
^^ fceriaincd at zs. aocl that it ought afldally to be taken, as wonh no more. 

Kext, “ Treafurc ahd Bills rdcelvable 77.7,3611,” he allowed, but faid the 
ja'ceij’t would be tedious. 

■ Tlie fums ot 7’?,!94].; goods imported rciiiaining unfold, 419,8911. fait unfcld. 

Goods for Europe, after the dlfpatch of the four cat goes’ before mciitioi’.rd, 
<22,805 la 

fie. made no ohjeftlon to, but obferved, as already Hated, that the trade was 

h lo'h. 


, \Tbf ne.xt article of “ 68 '-', 509 l. florvs, tivil, martrr, atid military, unexpended,” 
he objected to, upon tlce very" fa’ne grounds that have been aliv.idy’ lleYted,- bciauf; 
.i'Krtfc iftores never could have been brought to the relief of the C’finipany, and that 
in the'plrcfenj nit'iiient there.'A'as much rc-alrm to doubt 'aibether any part of the:»' 
Skilledhat they cc-rtaiiily were not likely to remStirt'long unexpended. 

* The next article was “ mondV advanced to the* Board of-Ti'adc, and others for 
** futwn'prftvifion of goods for Euro]H'. and debts due in the 01 dinary courfe of 
^ ht^Sfs, 837,465!/^ ftr as if is poliijbh: for us to recolh-ft, Mr. Fox faid 


^ ht^Sfs, 837,465!/^ As ftr as if is poliijbh: for us to recolh-ft, Mr. Fox faid 
£35 ,cScp^ wLi for three Ihips- from Bei.gaf,^and therefore liable to the objection 
^ated above to the Bengal Tr 4 d«. The LuVs ^out i6d‘,o(jo 1 . 

ftattfd the next article, viz. **Thc debt due by Afopli ul Dowlah, 


'to the Cmrfp'aiiy. t’^port th-is, he. tooh tlie opp^drti^nity.'bf obfeiviilg, that the idea 
W l^aUn'g-tM del^$ due by the Caithfry Powciis in India, .is a-piean whereby the 
Pomfliai^ migKt be fu^bleo io rctrievh thfcir-aflair4,:,ivas t^e mpft fa}Iaciou.s that* 
eobla be. imigmVd. Tbefe was not an iifftante of a dbht due'froift thole Powers^ 
tlia't itjsas ndr Dnly the cahle of'deiiigihg cohnlrics With blood, dcHroylng the 
Uiel^ocent^ aiici tlye yiituous; hut was aflually, and InTaA, the caefo 
fums of money in niil.iary,c.xpeJilii ns to- prueuee payment of thofe 
the deht^uc T»y, Afoph ul Buwlahr. was in ,1 lituation to make it im- 
KCciVc a Jl^iglt^^yop'ie of it by any bthc-e means than the fangnlnnr^ 
malvO" .tircSv y deferibeth Tbat Prince, he laid, wa.s .-tr prcfcni in fuch a fitua- 
.J'oofli ih.'t hv -'.a I'.iriO’.vinc'in '-riv’y lo fapply his neccHi:•!•>!, at the rate of 2I. pet 
n. in.l . wjilvWw.lh coni'i'wTin’d inlcrcRi anio’iritcJ! I.'.tlc Icfs than 30I. .oer an- 
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i< 1! i' CiT.'i; :" ., iiiur£ieri<i procure thiu fum for the relief of their 9lF<Grb 
• •< iij (K ti> III. ,u-id ill-ditv'leii db to auonipt to force a payAent of it» the ^ 

» ji1 r|froii!<l Ilf, 1 have no iitoney, aty country is in a Jftate cn defolation j- |l 
■If III, in.inuf../}iiivr'^—Rut if you mufl have the money, it muft be procoteA 
■' ;>/ j.Knfniii-j^ I hole jHiwern who rdifl paying to me irhaiismy due. fro* 

“ iiif nie ivit'i ..;i aiiiiv. airi^i riw in my Ocpeditions, and 1 will procure for yoit 
“ .ii. -ify licit i'.iiy to ('.ly tlie dfbt I oWf.” ill this manner the Ruhillaf^ one year> 

. Vl.ir.iwar e.i.iiiny, ihfii t)ie i’luvirars were Ij^id wade and drfolaied, and thodr 
<11 fl iini'roii ft»'il r;nivfb(li'.flroy(.d; the pirn were murdered, the women im* 
f'l' ‘>111 <1 .111(1 liii'f raced, i!ie<r ihi!«jrc-ii'left a prey tq want, and every religious an4 
i.i'i! light \i<<iiitfd. As a jii'iiif of this, he’xead as a pan of his fpcqch, the 
1. iiLi 111 ColuiK ! Ro-ijoiir, a Swifs Oriiccr, who h«d been difpatched to carry dmil^r 
4ji‘j I, to thiif I'liijiolfb, into execution. The letter at once, proved both the 
Iiirri.if'iy of tlit -vriicr, who rciBojiflrated againft the orders of his employers^ 
a’ui ill-- I nifit'. and r.ipiii'y of the Governors of India, iu the ftrongeft terms* 

•!' i 1 ground, 111 ilif uinvfrfal ccmvicliou af sR who heard him, he Ihewedf 
ti'' iili'.i n''" Ihiring ilioj'c debts as a fund Irom whence the Company could be 
yl (.'.•.‘d, w.is .d'fi',rd, the attempt cruel aiwj uncertain; and thitt inftead of rei 
:U'_’ liim owing, it Would be throwing gctod money after barf, 
rii-.' next artiijc was, “ delHS by the Company in Bengal, on bond 4pd 
" j, I 1.” Upon this be only obfitryed, that from the word other wife, it might 
i'- iiiiarinfii I hat there w'i*re con/ideralilc debts not on bond—whereas thcwholff 
iiTMi'in (VMS o« boiK'i, fxrqit joi-.ocoi. With this «biforAi4itioii to theftileof 
• hf At-toiiiit, he allow'cd the fame. , 

He then irruarkcd on “ the b.il4nce in favour of ti>c Company, *■,838,937 i-** 
w’ .til is thi: baJatice qf (^ick. Stock, as Rated in the account to be in favour of 
: IIP C.MTipany ar Bengal. Whcjvas the Quiik .Stm): at Bengal, upon the principlip 
bf went upon, viz. Thf relipl ii would atforts to the Company, now is, ifiS'C jecflwS 
li'i'l rnrlit, loojfcxs 1. againfl thf Company. ' . 

He then came to the N. B,—^*11X110 arrears due to the army In Bengal at this 
'■* period, do not ; but by a fpbft'ipjcnt rijinutp it that <he whole of 

** their arrear-., ot ever/ kind, to' tlie mdBth of March 1783, woulrf amount t9 
“ 501,174!." 

Here he rcrrrijtlied on the words affettriiijf' and tst appearing, anrf arfded, that 
knif.vmg thcjhm . nil Raiingit here, they had not done whai they ought to hav« 
done, Rated it cm he otlv'r tid.' of the account as a debt due by the Company. 

H-i nc.Yt cai^y ID the Quick. Stork, at Madras, as it Rood Auguft 31, vaTut 

iiig the pagod.a at. 8s. earn and bills 280,400!. Goods foe Europe 68,694!. Gqwds 
iihiinrted unfold 89,140!. hc allowed^ but obferved that it might ba eat up by thd 
cRablijhment. 

“ Store-,, liviL marine, and military 264,1 loL" he difaUovred Qn thjt principle 
already Rated. 

“ i>fbis due to the Cqrnpany from the Nabob ef .^rcot, 968,otal>{ Rajah of 
Taojor^?, 158,2501. j the Renters, 993,804!." the Righj Honourable .Secretary , 
difallowed, without exceptiot^ upon the priBciples already Rated. With regard to 
ihe debt 0/ Afoph ul Dpwljh, he falti^ the Nabob coAifd not attempt to pay Uii 
<lel>t, without attempting to take it from the Rajah, nor the Rajah,' without taking 
ii from fomc neighbouring Power, and all this with the alfittance of the Coro^ny'a 
troops, and at the capenee of the Company's tfpafare. 76,S32i. advonped tof inireiL* 
mctu, and fur.clry final] debts, hc aUoxved. 1 

He then came to a f^cond N. B- and after having the war ii) the' ■ 

natic will delay payment of thefe debts, and muR have rendered others of theo^ 

'*' precarious, fi> that their exaft value cannot be afeertamed," heRopped, andldked 
the Hqufe, if they could, without feeing the paper, have gueRcd what was tci folk{Mf t ] 
Having paused far a miment, as if fot an anfwer, anrf procccnin^ hf ftieft ■ ’ 
words follow i But the above fiimt are undwheJfy duet* tie ' / ■ 

The ridicule, the abfurdity, and the d'eteanination to cimtaiocd Iq thit 

annoutipn, drew from him a veinpf irony and attack^ thatwe fbarcely remetnbet 
to have heard Muali'ed even by Mr. Fox. 'He once more .di^fh upon the feandaipsi 
couduA of thofo who had darerf to prqduce to Fuliamcpc kn'account fo. fuU of u&» 
jrotiiion and abfurdity; pacuciRrufy with regarv to tie Rating ihefb defpcTate <adii 

P z ruiaooa 
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minous debts, aiore ruinous In recovering, than abandoning, a fund; and the ur. 
parolcireci imiHfdnue of this comhilion or ilic N. JJ. tLit the uiwf Jums jk 
' dmbttdly due to the Coinf^nty. No doubt they were due ; and it the Coinj'Snv -At-rr 
to go on for tive years more, five limes the I’uiii riiighi, and [uol.jbly ivould, frinn 
the experience of paft times, be five nines as gn-.n ; and fiom ihriuc it sn-uld he 
,in the power of thol'e who had the bardintlj to nnpiife upon the I’ubliu by futh. an 
account, to thew the Company in a belter litiupo)*, c erj' year, as their dilits en~ 
ctcafcd. That they would loon have it in iheir power tu prove the llourilhing liarc 
of the Corn] any, by ftating the debts of the Nabob tv. iM 9^'0,oco|. and ihoic 
of Afoph 111 Uowlah at double the Uim he owe.. Jjut he dtfired the l{oiifrtotr> 
coliiail, that it was tlicir bulipefs lo interfur", lo prevent that fpei les eyf piofpei uy 
fio'ii gair..ug further fhan it had hitheto gone, and to (itnn iliole t urents ot hlou^ 
which mull tliiw, it ilic aticir.pf was made to protuic ihein; an attempt which nmft 
end in wading more money (felling coiifidcratious of human.ty jfide} ih.m tiic 
nnioiuu of them wo. Id .f pay. 

IX'bts due by lli - (J/i:'p.iny at Mudra'-, 32 AuguP, iruludinp. arr»-ais t.i 

the niililiry, 5^7.1,1641'’ hi- it,ted to have cnenafed R ght H >- 

n >111 able Gt'iuiviiian ii-oiitc l_Mr. Put) knew it j it was a Iccrei dif. Kiled to the I'lea- 
yiirs, oi which hu s Chancellor ot the Exchequer, and he doubted not, he would 
xiot rmm.oii it. , 

ny ttiele ihldllowancef,, he reduced the b.ihincc of Qj^ick Sunk at Madr.i', fi -in 
>,07S,'>7Si. to l:irle more than 500,000!. 

“ Of the Qi^ick Stock at Bcncoolen, coniiil'ng of a ditTercnce, betwien talli .in*) 
** etVefts, and the debts owing by the Comi.iny, amonnling, on the 19th of M.ilih, 
** 1783, to i).dance ill favour of tlie Comj'any of 189,036 1 ." 

He allowed only the odd 5^9,0001. ih<- other iri.',-.oo 1 . being cllablifhmrnt, .mil 
iberjfoii onihe looting of are-houfes. Nol convertible, unlefs they give up trad.:—« 
Lonfcqi.i n'ly not applu;:thie to prefeni relief. 

'Jiu- Quick Stock .It Si. Helena, 27,618!. difallqw'cd on the fame principle. 

The Quick Stock in Chma, 131,5961, he allowea, becaufc conlifting of goods. 

“ Quick Stock al llomh.-iy, 15th September, 1782, valuing the rupee at is. 6d. 

Call, and bills 14,663 1 . he allowed.” 

** Goods provided for Euroj*-, 95,145!.” Of tliis he difallowed 31,000!. put on 
hpard. two fhii>s that (ailed alter the dale here taken, and whidi wa. lai hided in the 
j.rior flatcnicnt of goods in waie-l.onfcs j iheicfofe fiatrd twice, i4b,"C'3L for military 
and n.ival Itores , dllallowed for reafons formerly given. 

The debts due to the Company ot 891," 69!. he doubted of as mueh as of the 
unfecured part of Ragobah’s debt, for the reafons already itaicd. By tliefe de¬ 
ductions the debts due by the Company at Bombay amounted to 2,ooc,ooc<I. inflc^^ 
of r,79C,ccci. 

He then Hated, that the capital of the Comj*any, advanced by tlie Proprietors^ 
being to he repaid, or retaken by each Ptopriutor, it was to be dcducled Itkewife, 
n.2iounting to 3,200,000!. 

He next obferved, that there were none of thofe articles that he had dcdu£led, 
that were'niK upon the principle on wh.ch he had fet out. That the Company’s 
Charter was noi expired ; th.it they wer* rot to give up trade ; but fliould be al¬ 
low'!^ to the c.\tent of (he fum of 22,00',ocol. which he had originally nica« 
tioned. 

He faid^ he had but one ubfervation to inakc upon the other fide of the 
AsAuni. Thofe who made up the Account, had Hated as a debt doe to Govein- 
tnmtf ioo,oooL being the laft payment ot 4Cx>,oool. agreed to be paid for the 
renewal of their Charter. He delired the Houfe to oblcrve, that the furo of four 
^uhdred tlioufand pounds was not given for that purpojl-; that it was paid 
Public for their right in the Territorial Acquifuions j and that thofe who 
ivould examine ihe AR. of ParUameht would find it- fo. But the Conn of Proprie- 
frirs, which difregarded 'the Refblutions of the Houfe of Comirions, had, on this 
occafion, dared to mifreprefent the Aft of the whole Legiflature. 'He coocludcj 
this able, laborious, and wonderful invelligacion of the Account, with the fevireli 
rri^lures b'n thofe who had made it up, and prefentrd it; and then went on in tlie 
|iigheft Htala of argument and cloq^uence, to defend the principle of the Bill. 



He olftn-f d, tliii n«etfiity had been deciiu'J ihe tyrant's plea. He begged it tm 
jhy rciatinbcied, that it was allb ihc ireemaik's. Tu what did fi'c owe the Rcvo«r 
}kit:.in but to necefiltv f A ncceiuty that I'uperrcded all law^ and was the glorious 
/^ic.iiif ot giving iioerty to h.ngUtul. On the prefent occaJiuDf had it not beett- 
agrecil on ali ha-Js, that foine nwaiuie ot Regulation and Reform was ncctSkxy 
u.cii reipeet 11 li.dia, Xuy, had not a Right Honourable Gentleman oppolite to 
him, and his iricnds, been loud in calling out fqr a ryilem, complete and well di« 
gelled. Had the;/ not faid, no no Ltif mtafuresf But it was now 

•.omchined, that the Bill violated the Cuiopany's Charter. What did the Bill its 
S77 t ^ WlMt did the Bill in 177!^ ? Wh^t did the Bill brought in ]a& year ? i.ec 
the i-arned Geinleituii oppcifiie him [Mr. Dutidas] fay how any c-tfedlual reform in 
the eondiitl ut the India Company’s Aifairs could he made, without touching their 
Chincr. Did the prelent Bill oner more violence to it than the Bill projiolcd laft 
yeai ‘ In what lay (he ditference? That Bill aimed at lodging an abfoliite abdl 
j'owrr nt governing in India; this provided a coniroulabk Governmeutf 
ti.i ^ 1'iwerful one, here at home. To give power, was generally conlidcred as 4 
daiigejoin delegatin;); hut it became more dangemns in projiornoii as it was lodged 
at a dilUiice. A vuiuous and a wife man might lol'e his principle and hts under- 
ftanding m India. Difeafc and luxury might co-opeiate to enervate; the light of 
wealth within reach miglit win to rapacity; and the once pure mind, weakened by 
cliiii.itc and example, might be betrayed to corruption and plunder. 1 he temptation 
>'a'. not fc, great 111 England. The Coiuinillioners were to aCl at hand, and to be 
vnder the immediate eye of ParlMineni. Where then was the d.ing'T fo loudly 
trumpeted forth to the world, and fo indulirinuny made the fuhj it of jiopulaf 
chimour ^ ' 1 ‘hr InHiienoc of the Crown will be Incrcafed, fay the enrinie.. of the 
Bill. Would it be unnecvflanly incrcafvd ? Would it exceed the degree of rc- 
fponfibility ".'hich Ihould accompany it .* At prelent, and for year.-, pall, the Crown 
tiad the Patronage of India in its hands—but how ? In Irrefpoii.'ihility and in feerct, 
’Vhich was mot'’ to he dreaded—Influence in tnc dark; or liiflucticc open, known* 
and fiihjeil to the controuland cenfure of Parliament ^ 

Some meafui-e was admitted on all hands to be iicccffaTv ; if the prefent w'as dill, 
approved, thole who difajiproved it were bound to propoie a better. Perhaps it 
would b. argued, that the dillrefs of the Cnnijiany w.as fdely owing to the bur¬ 
thens a id jirciliuc of ao e.apenfivc war; and that what had arifen from a fpcciflc ■ 
misloitu".'otig It no: to he attributed to general mifrule and niifmanag;enienr. la 
pruof tli.r this was nor tiue, he would read a letter from a perfon iti a high, re- 
^•onliiil''lituation m India, m 177;. All. Fox then read an p>;tr.'.cl, which, in the 
Utiguar,.. of conviiftion, attnhiucd all the difallcrs in India, of that day, to a want 
*f Vigo. I III the principle of the fyilem of its governmenr, adopted and purfued by 
the Directors at home. The writer of the letter, Mr. Ko.x faid, was not a favourite, 
aurhonty with him 111 all cafes; but his politioticarried wifdom in it, arid his ar¬ 
gument was founded on found policy. The other fide of the Houle at Icafl, h* 
hoped, w'oald agree in this, when he informed them that the writer of the letter 
he had jufl read, was no other rhan Mr. Haftlugs hinifelf. 

Tliat the Bill ought to pafs, li it palled at all, with the uiinoil difpatch, a variety of 
rcafuiis coocuired to tdliiy. The Iwds of war w'ere already umn in India, and a note 
left by birEyre Cootc, a man whole memory defened every piltibie j-raiii on account 
®f his gallant oClions, atforijed alarming proois of it. T he dehi .if. d lender of th*- troops 
in Lidia, had written to the Governor of Madras, that the e.xpcncc and burthens in-* 
•urred by the Company, in confequence of tli« late war, could unly lie recovered in 
India, by a freth war with Tippoo Saib. Let the Houle pauK- up-ni this— 4 ct theiti/- 
reilcHft on the laft Gaze^tte, the dirpatchcs of which reached the India Houfe, and' 
filled the General Court with ditappointmcnt and difinay, in the very lucuiicnt that an 
Honourable Gentleman, whe^ zeal and ardour caiTicd him generally too fai^.t|jia%., 
loud in declaring that all was peace iu India, and congratula'ing the Proprietor!;^ 
the pro^rous fltuation of their aflairs. Let the Houle alfo learn from that Ga'zi^^ 
the preiung occaflon for an immediate refotm of the iGoverbmene of India. La, the 
fi:c the caufe of the dtfallers recorded in thole direful difpatches—4- <iuarrel anum^^ 
the olHccrs, on the common theme of quarrels in India, the divifion of the fpuil, th<t^ ' 
flifpofal of the plunder taken from the natives! They vfould learn fri>in.the Gazette^ ' 
our anny had IvB all fubetdination^ as they* had iearnc from otlier ^bheations^ 

that 
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thW our Civil Gf'''prrr'''r>' i'i h.«<l n'l'r .ill ri^'dri-. T!icr*‘ w,fr- /'> ic.'.i • 
K^uii'b to cxpt^t a w:.r tli're, arid todand i'‘. i oniiniii’n 4tnii\ to tin I'lli. i (j.iaii. i>./f 
the globv, it" propc4 in'‘Jf’s to pti"'i iji >' witi* ri<'t mil mtiv ri'loitid lo. Li-i ta. ,,i 
{think on the fomp.vt at t'oon.ih, and coinpar* it ■>■ jth tiii* ji'tli >\riiil€- <j( the Dif’. - 
five Treaty ofl'eacc bet.veen Gte.it Hr-taio a.'il Fraim-, Ik- v.lmh li'.ih CioAii.t...^ iJ 
themi'dvcs to a certain line of conctuiH kIikciii.;- ih. .r Ain* i.i J.uli.i. M:. ]■'. 
ithvelt upon this for foine tune, and li'civcd i-nt w<. rn'ght i iddi .ily li.id o-jir iv-t*;. in-. 
vohred in a war with France, if diu* rare not irfLtn to the iiiiUhn-l. Hl 
i^b painted, in glowing colours, the al-itm og li-n.- of the CmJ Guveniiiient in I.ul.j, 
in confequence of the diircniions belween the diiierent Ihkiidci.Lics; he J(..!ared he* 
felt for ix>rd MiCiiftney, for wiion he ha*i evi r tineiraund tin- hnci.iill u-!j>.'..t.— 
Thar noble Lord nstd proved hitiilVlf the mi.il om-duiit d.U'iiUan tn^iii home, ;! e 
purei'r in principle, and the mo/t- re.uons in conuuiir, for the national K'-aoiir, of .'.ny 
fiovenior ever lent to Ind.a ; but v.-lvt c'Uiki fay that Lord Macannc}, h.kd not b •• ii 
fufpenJed—na}', who could I ly that he w .is not at this mil ant a prilonii, ..r th.i; ! o 
Katl not ihared the fate oi L..jd FigtJt* Alter urging this very jminledly, li.- .iddtd 
new arguments to pivve rl,'.- nr..eiiity for pnrtmg t,hj B:il, and i.i'ii, the allc-rtion il.ai, 
*iic India Companeoujd i;j i h without relief from Go-.t-rnint-ni, was lo mIi., ili.t 
they Well knew, it ihe il.il Irnltd, Uoterument i->>uld ilJue an extent, and 1 ei/.r on aJI 
their property vihin a f.t.tni, lit. lie laid faither, that he <''n!idcrcd lufieiing ihl^ 
Cuiiipany t<i Itirrnxt mi>r, nione-,, w.i-i hi tail len-ling tJi lO tiie lecoiiry ot tiow-rn- 
tnciit lor \vh.it tiiev bf nowrd, .i;nl ili'ii iu nni lii proe .. di d tJi.it length, tie lir.hi iiiin-- 
Jtlf bound to ;akf t-vt-rv poiiilih m- ins to mal tiie 1 il.iv t>t the I'ublic, 3 n«l ilie 
•ndpeniy of ih: Coniji.mj, go hand in hand uii.i,ethei'. He kneu, that i.' do. ig iO| 
fie put his fmiation, as a M.nilh r, to tl-.t l-,-,.t wbtii. upon a groat luiiti-mi 

ground he‘could eAabliih a nurdui.- at o.ne''l-[i.Miy ,ii.d ulflul, like.'y t'> rt-rrue ti.e- 
natives of India from opprdhon, and favc the h n.ijiDt tin- toiinry from difgrate, he 
iittle Ciirtd how great llie fi-Tlbnal rijoues were that he 'A a-, to i-rtoeiitei-. 

JVfr. Fox, in th,: eovirfe ol' hi-. Ip e*h, took. nnrit.e ot id.- li-di.i Regulating BiiJj 
which, however deficient ii. jxtini ot jxdiey it inlglit iv. I'lUi'.d, would ;ioi, he 
bethought to be wanting in regard to nLntcr.ws claulio, or Ihew thai Minilleis h.id 
IJot fully ajiplied thrmfclves to thi pri fent htuation ol India. Ti'.at Bill, he laid, in 
alinolf'erciy one of its claufes,‘reflr.iir'ed aVid Icii’eiw J the l•\erc!feol the power of 
thofe who wei^! to adl under the authority of ilu Bdl then hefuv the Houle. The' 
two Bills therefore ought to be confidered as it w-i-re iog«-c'.iti, the n gulatio.i'. of the 
•nc tending t > correct and ceinjarrate the other. JMr, Fo.x mneludid with moving, that- 
the Bill U‘ eominiiud. 

Mr. Pi'tT dell led the Houfe to rake notite, that the ground of Kecefliry, 
Upon which tlu Flill h.id been originally tkclari d to have ne'-n introduced, w.is now 
Chanp/,‘d ; that Netelitiv no 1 ingtr idled on the Iiiuple, cu-ar, and obvious piopfdiiion, 
the Bankruptcy or the L.id India Coinpa-ty, but w.is tbit day jiljced in a ItiU >v<.akii 
foundation, but a foundation itiiinitelv more lalluciouj, u)>on lire temporary diiirets. 
of the Company. W'as that a fit pica warrant the palfnig of a Bill, which oix-ttly 
prifeticd a darnig violation or the Chartered Rights of the Comp.uiy, and proieedcd ta 
nn jmiiieiiiacc lont •’ .nnn oi all their .pmjsr.rty ' Ought the Hnole to be lacistieit with 
it, even,if provn! i.-svndihc poMibility of rjuo'tion.* Fjt trolled they would not—he 
trailed the Hr-nfc ’..id too much regard forih-T own nononr and dignity, to.) ferua 
^iilons ao altni'.iunto iull.i:, pml lon'confcieniio s an adlurcnci; to liieir d-.ity to theili 
kemilttuents, to fupporr ifw Mi.'ilkv m one of ihe bold< It, moil .unprecedented, moft 
dcl)X’race 3 rd alarming aticmjii .ii iiu* oxcrcif: of tyranny, that ever dlfgraced iho 
annals of this or any oihsr country. I he Ric^c Honourable Gentleman, whofc elo- 
i^ucnce find whole: abilities would lend a grace to deformity, had appealed to their 
Falfions, a-id prcilcd honv to their heart;,, the difttelfed fituation of the unhappy 
stabves of liidia—ira lituzlion which every man mull deeply deplore, and anaiouily' 
to relieve; but ought tiie Right irunuuiiiblc Gc.itleinan to proceed to the proa 
t'vttO! v'’ tee d.lhv.i{i d .ibroi'd, by enforcing ibc mod unparaWied ojipflUon at home S 
^Yas me rcli-'fi- le .'ui-in rude red in Aha, lo be grounded on violenci and injullicd 
,in Europe ? La tiie HouU* mrn their eyes to the very extiaordinary manaer in uhn.li 
i tivc very estraordmary Bill, then under conliderition, bad been introduced. When the 
HououraMt Gcntlf-m-in had opened it to the Houfe on TuefUiiy feVnnighi, l.« 
bad ufgcd ti*e indJpcufiok nccefiity oi the mcaJure, as its only juiliication, and ,n 





■ir'ic” '■> ''’-T'v I'lit n'"! 'iVv !'■> t'*’’ c<>. vjcf.on «if ili<* IlDiifey he hafJ givert fuch (k 
<it ilir C.iiii'Mi'.v ' .lii-ii'i, ,1, i>i n>..vry lo (Iw ulcai oi iihuoil every (}i.‘TitlnTiaa 
• ■ Ti v the "Jd'u ' If i 1.1 ki-. i is I'l iKf ainciuiit oi eight milljuus [A/r. 

/, .i I’l M . I'i'i !.>. ■•'■■■3 uai!y to admit that the Right HunouraWe 

<. .lil.-iii.io I'.i'i > '■■■I'" ' I'- ‘I '■’* ihoiilil fi.Il LonU’iulj that the manner irt 

V. hii h till' K'l’ni I (ii ml'man had tlaied tlifir allairiiy had ('onveyrd thai 

j.'fj. l! hf.l j (.0 fi'M-iaitvd h) m )<l»rihor- who had luard the Right Honourabltt 
itlfiuirm.i'.’, It had b, i n nit< i i.iimd by th'- PuWic, ami it had been entertained by 
»lv t.'iim ■.! v. I'i'f R'f.ht iloi’wurable Genllutnan had hiniUU' coatVUed, he had 
r:.id . I c"!'!'!''- . I'l I'". I'lriiicr liate of the Company’s atiaii'i : Chiiiirions hk 
h,iii iii.’ii. ; -i'ii'''iiin‘., gro/s, iMlyahle, and [>rodigions. What was the con- 
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C 'lii;'.'li.niy lUny tin. Right Houoorabk-Gi nilunan’s llatcntenta 
» j'l-, ai'- a", '-'i-i..'" >>t'h»‘ true ll.nc of thcjr auaiis ; they inodin-e it at the 
t'. ■ I-*'!'.!!, ')>!)• eiiahlilh ils amheiniiity i'_v the coiieiiin-nl teiliniony,of 
1 /, . • ■ .i.'d Andiior. \\ iiai Inpcini then ? The Right llonuurahle 

n. '1 . ’.’..is ii i'i nil iimbfiu o” iiiin i'* ih.ii his own chaiactu,. and that 

o.ilj i.f iK-.-.c by iffuring and tali-fylng the Coiniiany'-j tt.ili luent of their 
1). , I'l me enorinoii'' arn'iiii'l of twelve niill'ons. Arduuui and diriieult as ihis'' 

. M.. , the Right tl'inm-.rahie Cei i!"tiiaii enter, upon jt with a degree of ijnric ‘ 
j.i'.L ..) lije o-'ld'V fs'Jt hi;. eh.M.i.*t'r. He ae'wi'jw h Jgo ih.ai th? Comfi'tin* 
.'•i.l h d".vi (1 ft Uj irc li'l ■lo'ni- Imw 'ii oi'.icr, .'nd he jiiocfi’ds m a tnolU 
1.” . i;. ..iV II.:-- • .-r r>> e'lt.! a i- 'ij. i , hi h-ni II!;! I'jhl yon w.... I'o necenitry to- 

«» _.1 __ *..) .l« .V 
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I I'.e Iv. 


Ill I.ty rh.-.t I', d.'.. J 


-i'-itt'. oi till- 
^ i ‘■i'-d i'. 


.r.ib f C'.-n-iU !i:.’» h.-id lan I h.i'.iigh ijic aeeount with 
. 1-1, iflii-i'-il . I ''..;iLi.in, Mill d. I'fii-'U almoii mipoiTible. 
M.. I It tl.-ii *a l-.i I'. 1. ..'.r'.':i'.,i’'.'n inll.i.. Ml. i‘-> - thivugh his eoinmeufarv^ ■ 
.i-.id i.ifi i"h II ''I'.m tirii- h".inn,; fu'h i variety of alfertions, to in-- 

vilii'.f '-h ,i i il.m, .it'.il ' .-ji;..! re-y i'nil'- t!."-r I.'IUcy, hewoultfi 

-.i.di'r-..'i ( I'l li. , tlni: ihi- i'*hht Hub - i ib-e th mh-ii'-.i't had iinfaiily ivalone^ 
>..r'-'f f.ji-.' ol I'-f .11.-.I"', fi.'ilily in. fupu u .ited < ih. r-j, a.ul w.hoHy palled by' 
MJiil-.d-i.-i 11 IS-11 It. r.;.l .11 he jillined V , in older to aheuam v.-h.ii v.-as the trufi' 
j-i.itc- oft. ■ C -1 .ui-..iii.-.i- H.- linn enteied liitj a r. vifinn of the credit'ltde.' 

of ilf Co;ii-,.m'".-I-III.in, .vnu eml.-jvo'.ired ti*iwartwEit. Ma.F<wi‘in>bje£t*oni tot 
1 t-* ilr^-ear Th.“ fone of his o'.jlcrv.it ion, i yjn others. He 

, theiiili ! es f n ilit foi 4 ,z..'i,>jo.-^ 1. a« th>* debt frnn?- 
rA.ifimr -i i ’g.i/!!! 1, i"'a-i the .- had aJva.-.fi-d the toll ) rmCipal of tluc 
liin. to Ci'jsi-rri.'i.. ..i, *in.--.- h.'-l j i-ghl to g.v;- tlu-mli-lvi-s cr-.l.t loi thewliule 
i diin; in-.rc eip’i i.ij IV, as on r'.e • un.r lioV they iii'i.ie tlun;i-I-.e-. debtors for 
1- hoii'-iA'i d, to • i..tii!e them i -ui.ili.i- th'; i>i.\n to Govei'niii.-ni ■>! 4»at}O.OP'‘3l.’ 
Tl'e iii.jiif V di -. loi liiMiiii me of u ■ ili-.n ;-s in a foniv-i- w.ir, iii-i!-. expciuf? '>f ' 
the i-iii.d.tioi'. jgaii'.ft .M.ii-.ill.«, ..nd lor hofjMtal CNii-nees, he .ul-> re3'-,,;rt;d upon^ 
to li'c-.v .h.ii the C.jTn''r..i> v.ere not to blame for intert.-as; tln.-m on tli* 

.'■ii'ii l-Jc f ti'.-ir aeLoue'. The Right Ilonour.abh (.Ij.illentan, he fanl, 

-■ .'I leth .1 li (IV i.llenr oi '■endernu', even tin drv.il iMbi'cf iiv.-iy, that liia 
•'!. tUm il:.i!ioi. to i’-.c tiiar;^/'ol w.c /.-.iljpti'ny for bicajl n- i-'.hi.-, i’s tavetn b:U^ 

\ hen lie i jiii to talti iioiito C'le 1. aiiio-aiit of iilver iiiiiain.iig in the Tre*J' 
fe.ty '..f ii,e Indi’i v.’t''nji...iiy, h.td fo far v'O’!-, it his laitc y, that ir vva, not tiU a mi¬ 
ll.-to ..r two ..feetV...nil, that he glaii..td .■ s <-yc a little hirlur tn the fame page of 
th'-f.'.-inpan,-’.'-. Atvouiit, .tiiJ fa-.-, an iiitiy of money to the amonne of r 42 > 794 k 
I'nt diwl: ut on tins lor foir.e tiim, and went ineo a d.-fi of rhe*ohfer- 

vatitiiis of Mr. Fox uwjn the tiiiry of 2oi:!,575l. for Bond:., ivh.th he ilrcnuoofiy 
niaintained the Coin]-iHiy li,id a right to give iheinfclvt’S credit for. He alfoentered 
into a long arguinetu rel'pcfiing the futn.. credited for freights paid, delendtu^ ' 
thcni from Mr. Fo.'.’i objeiltoiis. He lihewife defended, the e.itry of 253,616], ' 

the -faluc of the Coini..ui}‘s lioufes and bwil-Jyiigs in London, declaring, that as thfe. ; 
.Company undcilhi'id ilnmfclves to ilai-d ili.iig('d with bankruirtey, they felt it necef* f? 
li.--/ fj "llati- the value of the wh'jle of the.i Affets in thftfchedule ofthe psniew- 
».irt of tl.e.i nlatc. He rcafoned foi 4omc time ou the aflertlons of Mr. Fo.-t vyoii 
the piime coil of four cargoes on th..’:r pallhgc fremr Bengal, and fald, notwithiland- • 
aiguiivnis of the llunonrable <;enll'.*tn.in,. that when the freight and dutie* 
v-ere paid, there v.oulJ be a lol'j rather than k profit on the inTcfimcnc ; he bcliev'cdT 
.she f'-'ierlc y-.,-..!'! be the fafl, .for he gsneraily uade^Aood, that when an iDVtftn.er» 

w« 
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itlaJi m In4ia, tfce prime coll mss at Icaft J -uMcJ in the priec the c.ir^'‘M 
leeched lu Kngfan<L lie opporrd Mti Fo<'> obAn ic.-jiit on tiir ditftreiK rntii'si 
Wider the head ot' Quick Stuck at the van'''J!^ i'ref:ili.-n('.«$ ol Ilengal, Madia and 
ButnbaV} and at Bcncooleii andChiuat cr>‘.iiraJ>.'t!iig many of th'-in, and upholding 
the Company in thetr ftateineni. lie dciIaiLtl, he <l.ii Tint know 'A-hatthc Right Ho’', 
Centlemaii alluded toj reitcivc to the private i cbi im jr.ed l>v thi Madias Preiiden* y> 
With ia.-gardto thedebtsdue from Aloph ul i><<wlah and the Nabob of At*-''t, he faiJ^ 
*he Honourable Gentlcmtn had taken advaptagj' u»f thole f.i<*ls to dil'play hn oiatory , 
that thr: Huufc svas loib in a hia/c of elotiueiicc; and lu uj/zhd with (lie ludre and 
hrilLiancy of the Right Honourable CiutKinan's talents^ th.i’ ihcy wcje drprivul of 
the excrrifeot their leher realun^ and remkred LiUurnpeCt.nt i / iki.igh the nrnpiiety 
of the Cumpany’s making any meiuicm uf dibti; kmic of winch tliry rxprtfsly do- 
dtrrd would be lingering in fheir payment, and others they ai knuv/lt dged t > If pre- 
(etrtious. After going thniugh the wlnde of I'lc ijbk.rvaii'*ris and oi<jci-t.u:is oi Nlr- 
Pox# and contending that the Right Mui ourabki Gentleman h.iil unitoriii^y dtdn i-1 
any loil of difcnmination as to the ditiirent p^-ri'-ds oT time Chat the C-'nipr'y’'; 
4cutb would come tipun them, but had ari^ued, as if ihc whole weie duv at the pie- 
ient moment; Mr. Pitt laid, the Utt maf'ef urged againll the Company, vr/. ihrl'- 
Cajiiial, wa., to liis mind; the moll '■'f'raoril'nary cl .'.iv thing hr had ever 
smith. He had often heard, when tratieis weVt hankruj-f, o? when it became nc' 1' 
Airy that thm all'airs lliould be vdi d .r. tl.c l.Aeds of (;uiiee>, that it 'ta- iniui.'i- 
on them to difeovet the whole of tlieir ilehis to Mlitr*-, h ii h‘‘ in . •' 

lieiore knew, Thai it wa: cither ir. nrah'nt c.i rherii lo li.ue, oriutehary tor ilu Ui ■ 
diloib to know, how innth they owti! (o tinmh !ec . Having nut this very lirti!,;-!-., 
Mr. Pitt denied that tlv le his my d-.tu .. ih\ w'.n.eM'. In th' 'rC.'apital, contindiiig 
on the other hand, ihet the Cvenpaiiy, though tlilirelhd, were by nO fneans !p 1 >1- 
Tent, and that they ought t<y !>. cliiiv,i.d an uj>jioirniuty of provi'ig the wlioh- of theif 
'Hateiurnt of their .it (he R.tr uf ilit Hnoie, 'I'his pofitiun he argued vets 

elalioratcly, and laid, as u w.is ('l•rucfIy realhnahle to .allow the Houfe tiii’e to eii- 
^uiir into and rxamtni; the trutii <>t thr j.ipur. then on the r.ib!', the falfliuod of 
which oup.ht not to be taken■ for granted, upon the bare airerrinns uf tht Scerctarv 
of luinirudwced and made as they had been, he IhouUl hnpi thu^ tould bi 

lio.tjhjrtiinni to adjourning the debate for j liiigle dav, and thould thi-ri’torc n !ervc 
Ins leniitni'nts upon the priiiri]''le of the Rill Cur the prelcnt; and move that the 
•* d'-l>.ite he adjourned till lo-morrow [I’'rHiavJ morning.’' 

Mr. i'u.x replied lu Mr. Piit, .tnd llatiil. that nc had not o!>,'\‘trd to tbi Com- 
paas's claim uf ealh, including their i.ium-, bm had only obi; reed uj on it. W'lth 
regard to the I’ecrot debt «>l tin- M.idras lJov.‘riin’.f nt, he laid, he had alluded to a 
large debt incurred, which tba; Govi rnin'-m had been allowed to draw Bills for !>■/ 
the lali Board wf Treafury. In ft'idy to what Mr. Pitt had laid on the fubjeeb of 
*he Coinp.any'b not being accuuntablc fur their Capital, he obfervrd, that tlicif 
Cu; :tal belonged tu the Propiietors, and. Crovt rninent v .i. as miuh bound to Iimk ta 
ch^ir Iccurity, ns to that of the Public at 1. •g-’, in regard to rtvcnm', duties, &c. 

Lord Mof. rt< diredted hi-, fjx'eth to two | uints, the reiutarion of Mr. Piti’j argii- 
mnit againlt (he Rill, and aganiil Mr. Fo.'s obfcri^tioiis and ohjcdtiuns,' as urgeil 
with rel'p^^l to the Eall lndi.i Company’s II. '*:bf tneir arfairs ; and to the lefcuinj 
thi? Bill nlclf fHom the oblvxjuy with which it had Iwcn loaded. The Right Hunovi- 
able Gentleman who fpukc lail, his Lurdlhip obferved, had c-illcd the Bill an unpre¬ 
cedented .attempt to eltahlllh st viul.uiun of The Chartered Right' of the Company,' 
•And ilfh immediate cutililcatioit <»f ih- n Property ; this charge was a weighty one, 
'but,It was not true. Tbat the Bill infrlng j u[on the Charter-of the Eal>Ilndi» 
CoRifiany, was imdou’sHedly the eaf«-; Uvit w:ts the Bill, ii 4 tar as It was confidered in 
vieiv, unprecedented ^ No fuch thing. 'I he Hill iu 177brought' in by himfclf,' 
^Wbich rellraincd the cxercifc of eiee.rio'i^ and deprived the, jcx '. florkholdcrs of 
^^fehieir votes, was an infringemert uf the Cump.sny’3 Charter. The Bill giving Go- 
Vtrefiiuietit the power of appointment to odlces in Intfta, in fomc inAancesf and thd 
Parliament a power of nomination in others, was equally an infringement nf the' 
Charter. The Bill brought in Jaft fsffions by a learned Gentleman, who had beta 
ChyirmiRi.of the Secret Comimttee, propofed a regulation,- dearly fotmdid on a viol 
lacion of the Cominny's Charter; in I'aviirg tbit, ire lAeanr nm i.-/ mfinuaU* that 
then was hoy blwodue to that learned Ccutiesun, The ncccliity of the cafe icii- 

dered 
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turf'd it Iini'unTtble to stcctnptnny regulation, at ail llkelylo ptww 
■vio].Uing ot' the Company’s Charier. Uc therefore, for one, tiJiwicno fcruplo tO'tii- 
(inr, that the BilK he had joopoled, treiuhcd upon the Company's Chartereo Right* j 
rhiv eeitiinly did I'u; and if theie was any guilt in having been the Minifter who 
pi'ipxled fiK-h a meafurc, he dciircd to be ranked with the other Criminals* But 
wftile GrniUtueit were prone to an.u<c upon this ground, lei them e.satuine the na-^, 
turc Ilf the ihI'c a little, and fee ho'^ a violation of the Qhaner could be avuiderL* 
-‘'he Conliiitiiion of the Coinpiiny, as it ftood at prelcnu was atlmitted to be abfUatj^ 
jiid nt >it in.idftjuate. The Court of Directors were the Miniilers of tb6 

Crrtnpany; tliey gave orders t*' the Company's lervants in India; tlte Company's 
I'-i va>'.t'. Ill li'ai.t difobi-yed liiofe oidtrs, and having an ir.lluenoe upon the Court of'- 
Pfi*;'!iciiirs at i.'ime? the Court of Proprieioi^ ovi-r-tt^led the Court of DirCdors* 
This V..11, Kis Loid'.liip (ihferved, a perttet iiwthematical figure, but it was very 
from .1 pertfft i'*,litiLal one. The Houfe had hesrd that the Direjffbra wrote fiadi’ 
AiTf ‘IS ; this ten,'.inly did them gi'.*»t ejrdit; hut, from the circumlianccs ahovur^ , 
in'-"-iioii('d, nothing was ever done in toiill'rjuence, and all the im^xirtant bulinefs of 
tiie Company ended where it .began—in a fine letter. It kms admitted, on all 
hand-, that lumething was ntHrelbry to be done.; I>ut the Honoutable Gcntlrmaii 
bad I'a.iJ tin- iiceellity was not made out, and the Company had pot been proved to be 
Baiikiupts ; His Honourable Colleague had not charged the Company with being 
Bankrupt . hut he would vent.’rc t-j lay, h.id private and individual traders done 
a-, mm b as the Coippany had done, in vaiioiis inllances, they would have commir^d 
riltj oJ hm'kraptcy. The Company owed ir.oncy whit h they could not pay. The 
f’f>mi).i:iy were liabie ttiinany demands, winch they were unable to anfwcr.; and they 
u-vowed ibur,dill ref. to be lueh, that without relief from Government, ^they coulrl 
not go on. The .Right Hoiipur.ihle Geiit]om;fn laid, the Bill lorififiated the property 
uf the Comivtny. If he knew the meaning of words, and he owned he was not i» 
ronvcrfaiu in tiiem as the Right Honourable Gentleman, or as he had been in tli* 
earln ;• periwls of his life, Coufifc.itii>n meant the feiv.ing uppu property, with a de¬ 
sign to appropri.ite it to the ulc of other than the right owners. Was this the cafe ? 
Did the'Pin fay .i fyllahle about lowering the divldund, hr^atting in upon the rxcltt- 
ftve trade yf ihe Cwmp.ii’v, or takiisg away any one of iheii commercial advantages f 
Where was the ciniiii uilitn then ? That a regulation wws i,ec\'ffary, every body al- 
Jo.ved; and would ii lie contended, that the powers exercifed under a conlf-itution^ 
jirovcd b\ e\pe. ieiJt'’e to be ,»i.iv''>’quarc to the g-ivernmcnt of our territorial acquit 
(irionj, and the m.inagimeni of i. r ccmlciiuil revenues in India, ought to be cn- 
1,‘ullcii under a new cunitirution, in the I'atuc hands which had proved incapable t£ 
diieiUng them with clfeft for fii many years together. A new fyilem was abfohitely 
neecll’ary. and neeeflary immediately ; either that propofed in the Rill ought to be 
adopted, or ihofc who ohjeAted agamft it, propnfe a w'ifer. Having thus generally 
'I'ppkeTi to the general fuhjcA uf the Bill, his Lordlhip entered upon an examination 
* I Mr. Pitt’s remarks on Mr. Fo.\’s obfervations and objeelions, controverting and 
1Cfuilng feveral, and clearly Ihcwing from the nature of each, that another da^ 
would throw no new light upon the qvieftlon upon which the Bill ought to reft. Hi# 
l.ordlhip i '.pLiined fuch of the entries in the Company’s ftate of their affairs as had 
1 oinc under his cognistance while at the Head of the Treafury, particularly mention* ' 
ing their rUim on account of the cxpences of the e.xpcJition to Manilla, which, lije 
iitid, had been fully confidered by the Boat'd of Treafury, who had long lince dCI* 

. lared they had paid ns niuch as they thought the public ought to pay On that fcott, 
'The Hofptial lixpcnces he ilated rflfo to Band exactly on a fimilar footing. He then' 
wi'iiL through the other articles, and fi>o}:e of the debts due frotn the Nabob Afoedt . 
ill Dowlah, and the Nabob of Ai^ot, pretty much at large. Hb fhewed, that tine, 
poverty of the latter was not to be aferibed to the diArefs occalioned by an expen(iy^. 
and calamitous war, Hydor Adly having never invaded'that part of the Carnatic, aRn.'- 
ihi- country having been foWy in the pofTcdion of the Britifh, though the face of it 
had, he believed, all the appearance, of having been ravaged and deftrnyed by lit 
enemy. His Lonhhip alfo faid fotnething about the Northertr Circars, which we did 
i.'U 1 ightly underlland. After being very copious in rqily to Mr. Pitt; after urging; 
t)ie necellity that ibme tneafure with regard to India fhould be adopted immediately, 
r'-iuinding the Honfe tliat his Majelly's fpecch from ^e throne,^at the Commence* 
i.:eiK uf the iaft fciiion, called upon them to turn their attention tv the afTairl ofthdin 
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'M tam thejl'peffbly ceqM; repcatinr; his argum^it, that the prafent S!M was 
AOt opprellivC) denying that it gave more inlluence than rcl'poi.tibility to the Cni^ri; 
<tr the MinilterS) and Ihcwing cleat ly, that the other llages, of parliamcntai) pm-j 
^reihm through which the Bill mull pals, would afford lo much t-me for iii\clu- 
l^tton and dilcuirion, that there could be no rcafonable ph a advanced to prm-r the 
propriety of the prefent motion for an adjournment: Hi'> Lordlhip concluded t^ith 
declaring, that he ihtyld vote againft the quclUon moved by the Right Honourable 
Oentlcman, and Ihould be for the Bill's going to a Committee. , 

Commodore Johnstons replied to Lord North and Mr. Fox. He obfervrd} 
that the noble Lord’s fpeech was full of abfut‘c|iiics and contradidions. He pledged 
tiimlelf to prove the account, on whjch Mr. fox had lo freely remarked; and he 



thofe feverities which the Right Honourable Gentleman had fo paihct.cally de- 
feribed. He appealed to General Smith to prove the populoufnefs and the i tent 
«F Oude 1 the Honourable General, he faul, knew Oude and the late Vizu r, from 
.whom he had received feme civilities, pcrfedly well. He contended, that it wa$ 
sot from the e\ pnyte cvidenctrof the Seled Committee;i or from an artful miNliHte-; 
snent of fads, that the Company (hould be puniihed, by the forfeiture of its Chaiier, 
but by fpecific charges, to which fpecitie anfwers might be given. He drnirj 
tbat the Company were in any thing like a ftate of bankruptcy. They were under 
circumftanccs of temporary dilliefs, he acknowledged, but their affairs weie prot 
tailing, and their cud it good. The Right-Honour-iLle Gentleman had faid, that as 
they Rond indebted to Cuvernment lor duties, and uere in need of aflillance. Go. 
vcrnmtnt tvaa juilified in feizing upon the Company's Charter, m fecun* the public 
. Revenue. This was a moft unjuR .argument. The Company had fuflicient credit 
to raife much m>>re than they now wanted, without the aid of Government, but 
their hands were tied by aq Aft of Parliament. Thus Governnitnr firll created a 
diiiibility, and now meant to take a moR imbandiome advantage of it. In the 
conclufum of his fpeech, the tommodore declared, that as a Proprietor, he would 
feliR, to the laft moment, the fallacious and unjnftifiable proceeding now going 
forward, and that he would fooner lofc every fhilling of Hock he polfefl'cd, than 
confent to preferye it, by fupporting q BiU^ which mull ed'cftually deftroy tbf 
Jirhilli C'onllitution. 

The M.ii<)uis of Graham made a determined fj>ecch againll the Bill. He faid, 
that he had once great pcrfonal eftcem for Ljofd North, and 3 high o|>inion of him 
♦s a Miniftt r, which he had fufficiently evinced, by the fupi'ort he had given him ; 
b«t he could pl.’ce no confidence in men, who, from an inordinate eagernefs to grafp 
at power, had broken through every pretenlion to political charaftcr. He prailed 
Mr. Fox's abilities, but dreaded his ambition. The Hill is, he fjid, fraught with 
the moft awful circumflancrs againft the freedom of the Houfe. We havir Jong 
'';eomp}ained of the weight and opprelfion of prerogative ; but liu* propofal under j>rt- 
fent agitaticTi lertainly tends to add to the load of that tyranny which we already 
t'cl too mtu ti. It opens a feheme of an.lntion and influence to Minifters, unpu— 
«edented In the annals of Parliament, a i d has a tendency to fubjeft us to thej^^ 
government and controu). It has been introduced by an Plonourable Secretary, 
■^hofe private virtues X reipeft, whom I efteem as a friend, but who polTefles a de- 
ItiAon of aegnment which fometimes intoxicates myfclf, and which, under the ci*p. 
cuiTiftance of his g.rKat ability, muft be extremely dangenius to the Houfe. flow 
differrut are the propofals and fuggeftions on the prefent occafion, of the Honour^ 
'>hble Secrniary, from thofe of his in a former fituarion at .mother period. X ob¬ 
serve him fmile; but I kno\v that the meafures which on that fide of the Houfe 
V irniles on and fu|>ports, on the other he would frown on an -1 reprohate. I own 
fnyfelf, therefore, avo-rfc to placing any confidence in a man fo incoherent in hia 
ieniiments, and ib verfatile in his principle's. When I enter into this Houfe, t 
i«m amufed, pleafed^ and almoft facisfied and perfuaded by his fophiftry ; but when 
J recall my reafon, and recover from this dehifion of argument, 1 find it. moft pru« 
^nt to revert to thofe cool and temperate ideas which 1 had originally formed oti 
.fherubjeft, from its more dciibcrarc afprfts. For this reafon, 1 have no coiifidenrc 
ij> Utk has propofed the Bill} nor in thofe wlio ha\c fupponed it. I coa.. 
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i<mn It in it* ptincipl<r, and ylew it as inimical ft lh« lAterefl* <if Piriicntetiti ^ 
the Jafcty ot the Halt Company, and the Welfare of the Plibac. Its bjMMtfl}!.* 
itillnci'iC has already been lecn within thefe W3lls> It is an open attack on th« 
liberty of dll Britilh SulijedU. li is an infringement of our righUi a* natives of * 
free country. It is ihaking our Conflliu^ion, that beautiful fabric, which was tho 
envy and admiration of the world, and Tapping its very foundation, Becanle th* 
«icitru<itivk nleafures of a noble Lord (Lord North) hacl brought this once llov*„ 
nihing country to the very brink of ruin, we were now to a{^ly remedies; but 
the remedies were of a detcAable nature, and deferveo the reprchenlioii of every 
Member in that Houle, who had any regard for his country. He vehemeotly de* 
clared, that if luch hullilc mcafurcs were to be carried on by people in power, he» 
fbr one, would freely fay, that he would never chufe to enter again into that 
Houfe. He Hill hoped, that no Minifter would dare, although they finilcd appro^ 
bJtion at one another, to commit fuch an iofrafUon of every thing chat was deac 
10 the narric of Britilh Subjedsi, 

General Smi ru replied to Coniihddore |ohhftonc as fdon as the Marquis of 
Graham fat down; and hdying fatisfaftorily explained the inlinuatlon of the Com- 
ihodoi'c, relative to his having received civilities from the V’izier of Oude, he weac 
ihto a defetiption of the finances of the Nabob Afbph ul Dowlah. He alfo llaie 4 
fome accounts of the fituacion bf Our affairs at ffoitibay and Madras, according tw. 
the lalt letters hd had received ^oih Zndtaj which tended to prove the ncceiruy o£ 
an immediate regulation and rcforqi. 

Sir RtCHAKu Hxlx. began with declaring, that it was a fixt principle in optics, thaC 
all ohjiifts itruck the eye of the beholder dil&rently, according to the medium or 
light through which they were viewed. This maxim was fultv verified by an ex-* 
pcriinfcnt made in April lall, by only moving the ftight Honourable Secretary 
from the fide of the Houfe on which Sir Richaid flood, to the other. Place 4 
here he now was, hevicw'cd the Bill iri his hand as calculated to " remedy.all 
** thole alanriing diforders; which hive Idng prevailed, and Itlil coiiimue, in the 
*• nunagcincnt of the Territoriil PoUeffions, Revenues, and Commerce of thef« 

** kingdoms, in the Rail Indies,” See, 

^ But had fuch a Bill been brought in by Adihiniftfation, when the ^ight Ha- ‘ 
n 4 urabic Gentleman fat on the other fide of the Hotile, it would have appeared to 
him in very ditierent colour^ indeed. He doubted not but the Right Honourable 
Gentleman would Inivc viewed it again ^atid againi through two glaffcs which he 
always cirried abnui with iiiin. He meant liis Macnifyimo glafs, and his 
TIPLVINO glafi. 

In the former, his glafs, it would have appeared big with the 

alarming danger of encrealing Crown Influence, ai\d ofaxtendiug Miniftcrial Fower^' • 
which things were always the Buggybowt and Ratu-head and Sloody-boneSt with 
■which the Right Honourable Secretary ufcd to terrify his prefent eara ffofai be* 
foro ihofe two perfons were joined together in holy matrirndoy. 

Blit he meant not here id fjieak a^ainff the Coalition, dr to fay any ttsing pcr- 
Ihnal, as he hoped his Majefty’s ptelent MIdifters would peopoCe Tuch itiearutta is 
he (hould be able to coakjet with. In the latter, his multiplying glafs, all the evil* 
which the Bill now tended to prevent, with aojooo more) dr rdpiite, Injuftiee* 
cruelty, violation of Rights and Charters, weakening of Parliamentary faith) &c« 
Would all havii danced before his eyes at once. / 

Now, Sir Richard alked, what was the caule of that difference, fince the iQ*(i 
vfewing, and the object viewed, were identically the fame ? It was plainly oWiilC ■ 
M fome ftrorg rays- of a Jlde light that darted from the £ajl, and perhaps a iittla 
horizontally ftom the North, upon the pupil df the Right Honourable Secretary** ' 
eye; fo that without having rccourfe to the folutiods of a Newton, a Prieftley, #r . 
a Franklin, they 'might atiintt that it was ccdtainly that lame Iforto^Eafi 
which had luch a powerful effeft upon the ieeing (or to Ipeak txtor^-philoIbphicaUv) - 
dn the vtfive faculties of the Right Honourable Secretary. But, he faid^ that tht} ’ 
Right Honourable framer of the Bill was never without either of the gaffes lie hkd 
mentioned, though, .as he obferved, things appeared very diShnutf td-hTO, according 
^the medium throng which he looked, and tfit! pattkies of mitCar oS 

whwh he wa* oottpoM Wore bn thac^d* H.*a^ oy ii^ othi^ 
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ori t!tlt|tltuAnius Btitch, on'vhich the always fhore, when he view cjK 
dtvBlll through his magwyjwg jjAiJs, m tli!. lirft {'bee, ii inik-h aggrandized liiirifi'ir/ 
afa4*all his influenev 41 a Miniitcr ofStaie, infnmucb, that ).•- looked as if he icaHy' 
«»uld carry the India Hoiifc on his back,- as a print jnll jniblilhcd huitioroullj rcj ro- 
Hftttcd him to be doings 

'•Secondly, it aMrandh:cd*lllC IJhrcn Cornmifli'wrs, or i/c/y and ilu'I: 

•J)5ht Artift atit Directors. 

‘ Thirdly," it a^aadlzed'needy adherents, and raifed rticitl froin Lilliputians tS> 
J^oiJinagiitMi and PatagMtms. 

As to the Right Honourable Gentleman's mult;f!ying glafs, as he at prefent held 
it up to loot at the BilVin the firftjilace, it greatly niultiplled li.i nds and iobbersV 
who would'ftii^ to him at every pinch-^ufi Jho'c:, ot-rr Secondlv, it mul- 

tipried all his various intereHs, all his conneftions,-and all his pow i r;.,-not only at 
Sibnae in this OQHnrry,-but by fea and land," and all over'the globe. But wheii^ Itt 
/aid, that it mu’rijilicd all his powers,- he inuft except his intrlleftual powers and hi i 
powere of eloquence, as he really thought thefe could not \i^magniji(d or 

Thirdly,’ which was by far the beft of all its multiidying powers, it muitij'lied the 
tupees and the guineas, tf not to the nation, yc:' to the happy favourite^ who wets 
VO ttlle the fwcets of the Htll for Jive whole ycitrs to come. 

/ And now leaving optics, Sir Richard Hiil faid, he would make arti cafy tranf- 
liou (at leaft he would maki- a traulniOij, whether an cafy one or not) from .ill - 

§ ory to the Bill itlVlf, the particular purts and cl.tufes of svhicli he ihoilW leave to 
E dilcufied by ihofc who were much more f qnal to fo great a v/ork than he w.is. 

He Ihnuld therefore only oblirVe, with rep^ard to the principdc arid fpirit of the 
iRill in general, tliat they apriart.d to him fo exceedingly oppofitc to the wlmle 
ja-nlas of the Conll'tuiioii, and to thole benign laws by which it seas fupported,. 
that the Dircflttrs were hardlv allowed the privileges which in courts of judicature 
v^erc granted to felons; for in cafes of felony, frizifrc and confifcalioil nevertook 
filaee till after convnftton, whereas, in the prefent'iriftance, the parties were not 
efven aecufdd of any fpecific crime. 

Rut (hould rile Kill -nifs that Houfe,’(ihc Iloufl: he hbprd would pardon the fup* 
X<bfilion) it itiuA affci-d much latisfa£fion indeed to tliofc who were nearly inicrellcd 
ih it, cljv;cially to the body of petitioning Dlrcflors; that they had "a |iowcrfu! 
friend in the othbr Iloufe to plead ilieir caufc, and to fupjiocl their rights ; he 
meant the nr-hle Protefling Puke at the Head of the Treafury B.urd, who, whew 
the Eafl- India Regulating Bill waS brought in, ju/l ten j-Mrs sg.», (which hill did 
•rtprp near fo far as the p.tfent) teftihcdUiis-hearty diflcrii frbm it in the follow-' 
jtig wrong terms: 

' “ Becaufe irwas not only an high and dangerous vi<ilttIon of the yet unquef- 

“ tinned Chanej of the Company,- but a total fubverfon of all’ilie princiriles of 
“■ the-law and eonftitiitlon of this coantry. 

'2; ** Becaufe the cltflion bf executive officers ill Parifarhent, Is plainlyunfon- 
jfSFllitutjonaViiroduAive of intrigue and iMion, and calculated for extcndinir a* 
** corrupt influen'.e i« the Crown. It frc.; MiniBers from relponfihility, wlulH it 
** 'leaves them -ill tlwe eRe£l of pattfifnage.*' 

Thii'j jimtcfted thfe noble Puke, and Sir Richard doubted net bur he would be, 
are ftcadjin bis-prineiples till death,’as the ttlueh-lameiited'Marq’dis who joined^ 
with him in the ProteB. 

l^e remembered that the Right Honourable Secrenry alTertedj-whim this Bill wa»' 
Aad the firft tithe,’jhat charges of peculatio.- were with-held, hecaufe money was 
ient oier to the lilrcft'esr,'which Bopped their rhoUlhs, and prevented their com- 
jp^intt. He doubted not W the Right Honourable.Gentlmian bimfejf felt what, 
Wfai'd, wh<;n he alfertcd ,t!ii$; and that the fame Right Honourable Gentlemaa 
'ImefW - jF^-veeH, that' Ittoncy had, indeed', a wonderful power’ of flopping, mouthV 
^ oPchaiTgiTm mens language, (and even their conneAiuns);’ yca^ th»t it- outdldi 
lichM thc^povt »id of mufiej' that it. had' 


ebarm la Jothjt tin Javagt hreaftf' 


vejk^' or-btfid-tii'kiMtttd oaki 
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ifcfore he fat down, he mnft ohferve, th^t it ought to > 

ITrfl C DiiinicrcialCKv m llie world had vxprcilcd a difafiprobatiovi of this Bill, liy d*»'‘ 
icriruiiiii!', in Common Coutu-il lo [louiion the Houfc againll iti And hfrittuftadd^* 
that he wai happy to lee lo lull au attendance upon a matter of faeli vaft conjfc* 
<]vit:ue; and that notwithllanding the Right Honourable Secretary nioft uah'and’i' 
fonu!m his oj'imoii, refuted to put oli'ihe feconiTreading of tb« Bill till day' 
of the'Call; though by way of apology for that refufal, an {{onoitrable! Friend w ' 
his, and a great ornament to his prufeflion^ alhed^ in his mardha- Ipieech, hour i< 
poifiblc for the Gentlemen who were t* be fiunmoned to- attend th« CalifiW^ 
make themfelvcs mallei s of this Im|K>w;ant ItulioeAhwhilft they wen coming up 
uoll U|<on the road ? Sir Richard Hill (aid, h« wilbed always-to learn -wildoan from 
rile arguments of his Honourable Friend, as every body mufl: who atamded 
him. He would beg to alk in return, what profound knowledge of this Bill'werip 
tiiofe GL-nilernen likely to enter the Houle with, who hachbeen rotted our of theilr 
bkd^ at one, two, or thiec o’clock in the morning, by the arrival of Minifterlalt- 
MelCe iigi IS, with mandates to-mount them up to town with the celerity of alr faal- 
Jijuns, til Older that they might he in time enough for the divifion that eveninj^ 
VVhji was to Inform and determine the judgment of thofe Gentlemen, on that or- 
diniii-. occalion ? Why, they were to look at the Trealury Bench, to call their eyes 
Tound the Houfc, to fee who fold and who laid who went Wl and who Itaid 
in ; aiid upon thofe merits were to depend the annihilation of an aacieat Charter^ 
rhe- charaiters of many refpeftabii- individuals, and the fci^ure of goods aiiU pro¬ 
perty. In (hort, tJie fate of Ciefar and of Rome, 

Mr. Rkskisc began with obferving, that if the Houfc were to -odjoijm its dc-' 
Jiberaiions till thole Gc'ntlemen informed themfclves, who feemed to fet all infor¬ 
mation at dehance, there was an end of all prolipedt of dcciiion. On the day tli« 
nil! was firll: propoli-d by the Right Hbnourabll* Secretary, the Honourable Gen¬ 
tleman who had moved on that day for an adjournment for further confideration^ 
had boldly pronounced it to be infamous in principle, and ruinous In policy, and 
chat it did not dcfeivcone niomcnl’s refleflion, defir/ng, however, sit the (amc^ 
time, 3 Week to reHeit upon it. But even that contradiAion, grofs as it mull; ap¬ 
pear, was nothing to the propofiti'»n of that day { forihe Honourable Gentlcniai)^ 
after once mure declaiming againfl the Kill, as radically defci'tive in all its prin¬ 
ciples, and pronouncing upon the unpaUibility of its being endured for a moment 
by the Houfc, ycL begged rb;rf it might not be trufied to its derertninatioii, and: 
afkcd one day to c.\.aintnc inio the ci^tnnietits made by Mr. Fot -upon the Company’s | 
Accounts, as being abfoliiU'ly nr-t-tfary to guide llicir determination, though her 
bad faid not a iiiument before that, that the Company’s folvcncy, nr infolvency,. had 
nothing to do with the quedlon, as no Bate that could be intagtned, would cute 
Che idije^tiuns be found to the iiijufticc and impolicy of the proceeding. 

Would the Honourable Gentleiiian (land op and declare, that if hc fMr. EHkIne} 
fl'ould throw him his pencil acrofs the table, and fay, blot oat thole figures thaK, 
.are t« be found in the Account, and iiifert any others you think fit, that cbera 
any poifiblc (late of the Ceiiipany’s-Adairs which ho could: form out of ^gures, thaif 
would bring hifn round to vote fur the Bill ? Would he fay fd as a man of ooaouf ^ 
And if not, was it not a moil’ palpable rL-lf>evtdcnt plan of procraiflinatiofl, to ddiie 
time TO know whether thofe oblcrvaiions on the Aceput^ts ■were true, wbkh^. 
-whether true or falfe, he could not pretend to fay-would change anyoa«of'hia 
dnllitg Icntiincnis on the fubjeiR ? That fticJt copduft; howesrer, could not ljut dc* 
privc them <>f one vote; for that an Honourable Oimtidtnan (Mr. Hudity) hl^d a 
liirle before declared, he ihould a^iprove of the' aBjoarnmeett, unJefi he couit be 
canvinced that it was a mere fcheme of delay f and that as he fchew chaV Gentle¬ 
man's mind too well, not'to be cerwin that fuch abfurdky and coAtradiAien wouttl. 
Ibock and dlfguft him,* he would' venture to count upon him A Brayinj^ ut thii^ ' 
Moufe on the dccilion, upoiv his promife, that his vote<was upon hi» 

belief of what no man of hia fenfa could diibelicvc. Mr. JSfflcine faid^- thM tha 
whole plan of moving the adjournment, was firff to'de'claith themfelvea ,a|»inft the 
Rill, and then to move a new ijuefl-iixi, to prevent tKu' liipj^ilAen.Off'th« lUll fwilK 
defending its principle, and-vindicating hs nrceiHiy;'that it’might g& fdKhinto 
tbf world, tital thofe who fuppTMied Mihifleri, Imd-so-ret^n but edrruption^&»'' 
gtvc for their condudt: Thus th<: BiH w>r, joiuc t-ried'“down’wfithia. the Houfe,. by 
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‘ fthBRMintng and ^tMiperite declamation; and wicliout it, by prints and hahd-biilf: 
^lic 1 m thought It a duty he owed to himfelf and to the PubliCt whofc voice he 
mfciAedj not to be fo held back from giving his reaf^ns lor thniking the Bill iulk 
ih its principle, and wife in all its objodts ; that whatever Gcncleinen might think 
St Co admit that day, he tdight appeal to all who heard him, that both (ides of the 
Hpufe had over and bfer tf||ain i^recd, that the affair<i of the bialt Indies had been 
lor a long time condadl^d in a manner ruinous to the intcrells, and difgraceful r*' 
the ^haraeler of the ttation 1 and that all our calamities there had .irilcii from the 
defect of a due controui over the governments of lndia« from the ^’aiit of a govern* 
ment here futHcicntJy liable and unportant; the halt India Company being origi¬ 
nally creAed into a Corporation for the puipofes of coinmcrce, and nut fur political 
luvereignty : That this accounted for thofe relaxations in their orders, which had 
pri^uced opprellion, plunder, depopulation, and famine. I'hat when fuch ruinous 
defcifls were univerfally felt in tiic fyllem that exiiled at pro Tent, the lloufe ought 
colifteu with tbcgreatclt temper to the nropofition of another; if it was dcfcAivr, 
It might be corredted: But that in diieulun^ the principle, it was not enough to 
And Mulc with it, without being able to fubflauie a better, lince both lidca agreed^ 
that fomc new lyllcm was abfolutcly nccelTary. As Co the right of adopting the 
fyltcm, when the necelGty of abollihing the old was admitted, he went much 
fitther than was neceifary for the fupjioit of the Bill, which proceeded principally 
1^11 the abulc of authority by the Court of Proprietors; whereas he always' 
thought the very exiilcnce of fuch a body, for the purpoft of governing fo immenfely 
important'an Empire, by a ballot of men and women, and foreigners, enemies to our 
prolp erity, was impolitic and abfurd. 

That t<>hilc the Ball India Company continued a body merely Cofhmercial, it 
was very fit that they (huuld apjxdnt their own foAors to regulate their tradc-~and 
their military olHccrs, who proteAed it; but that no analogy to that flate remained 
asow, lince, by the advancetneni of commerce, and the of territories veft- 

ihg in the uatr, private trade had become infeparably conneAed with publio 
credit .tnd public government. , In fuch aeoniiition of things, was it fit that private 
IhbjeAs Ihould rule over the territories of the ftate, without being under Its con- 
trouling powers, and by mifinanagement, not only to rifque the lofs of them, but 
tb throw the whole Empire into war ? If the fpvercigniy oyer the Eaft Indies be¬ 
longed to the Crown and the nation, which no man could deny, lince it vras cx~ 
prelaly excepted dm of every Charter and AA of Parliament given to.the Com¬ 
pany,. It was impolTiblc to I'ay that it was tyranny, or injullice in Parliament, tof 
•.jereifi: that fovereignty at the call of a ftrong necelSty. That a Charter being « 
grant of powers and privileges to individuals, for the benefit of the Public, it was 
liable in its very nature to revocation, when its continuation became detrimental 
either from mifufes, or a change in circumftances not forefeen at the time of its 
Inflitution} and that thofe whp, admitting the ncccfiity, ■ oypofed the Bill on the 
leupdation of the Company*s Charter being inviolable, fell into the fame abfurdi- 
tie$ and contradiAions that marked and diOioguIthed their whole conduA. 

The Honourable Gentleman had called for a new fydem—no palliatives or rmol- 
lients i yet, when ihc' new fyftem came forth, he condemned ft, becanre the Com- 
fuijy'i C%ariored Itights were to be touched i He would be glad to know how it 
was to adopt a new fyllem by Pariiamentary Authority, wiih'nit ftriking at" 

th.>lc Chaners which entitled the Company to continue the old one. Gt uilemcn were 
fond of mlxine the private injulHcc with public impolicy, to prevent that contradiAioul 
from being felt,: But he would firft force them to admit the right of altering th^Char- 
ter, if ncceTity and poUcy julUhcd it, and then proceed to Ihcw, that there was in the 
Inllwce this jnfti&cariou s They Had, indeed, already admitted the right, by calling 
,lbra new fyftem, wlticHcould not be adopted without that violation of theCom- 
Itrisy's Charter which they complained of. If on the one hand, their argument, that 
they Were inviolable, was juft, there could be no fort of alteration at all, and the new 
^ft<;m’which they called for was gone, right being equally facred in all its degrees; 
Xfon the other, they cobid be juftly altered in one degree upon one neiefity, they 
talght in another ujvin another neccifity; which brought the whole to a queftion of 
l^gltcy, abd pul an end to the declamation concerning tiic infringement of the Right. 

The itonourable Gentleman who fpoke of the novelty of this daring proceeding, had 
ciRttiTily oevec read the ochet AAs, by whtAt the Company's ChaKen had been al*. 
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Ctrrd to a {[toat rTtfnt: He hadprottfled^ in the name of the Gompunyf tnluftAmoe 
xal of lacin, .« Oumfcl at the JJar, without any efteft. The Regulating Aft, tn IJ7V 
y.j. c to Kiriiameiicary Cominiirioncrs the whole Military and Civil GoveniliiecC ^ 
iixlia, unfortunately giving it to penon!i abroad, without a due controol at homc^ 
wliioh inM'iu d the order of government and fubofdination. He did not, howeveiw 
hlaiiie the noble Lmd who was then Minifter, for that arrangement, lines theafiain 
of t)u- Bail might not then have juftitied what they did now, and the minds of inea 
iiiight not have been |>ro|>ared to lupporcthe change.^ 

He then llated the dirterent Ails by which the dividends of the Eaft India Com9 
pany had been rdli ained, ro Ihew that Parliament had even gone further chan by the 
prcleni Kill } as thefe Aels affefted the property of individuals, by reftraming the di¬ 
vidends, whereas the pieicnt only put them under a public trutt. This was not a Bill 
pf Penalties or Conti ilation, |iut calculated to improve and fecu|« the territorial reve¬ 
nue:. and Lifipmcrce of the Eaft, to thofe.whn were entitled to an immediate perfonal 
henelit froin thpin, only lecuring it tothei^ in a manner moK conliftent with the gcr 
neral interefts of the Public. 

Great clamours had been failed agalnft; the claulc which authorifed the new Com- 
tnidinners tofel^c on the books, money, and boxes of the Company, which had becii 
tompared to the impudfnee of a robber, who Ihould break into a man’s houle, andi 
call htinfelf his truftec ; but he bad not fuch a defpicablc opinion of his audience, as 
to think it necclfary to diftinguilh the authorifed aft of one individual towards an¬ 
other, for his own private purpofes, ro the fupcnntending care of "Public Council^ in a 
cafe where it could not be alfertcd that one farthing of private property was ia- 
rended to be divefted; for the dividends were flill to be regulated by Parliament, at 
they had been before, by the Afts he had alluded to. That fetting aiide all thefe ah- 
ftraft principlas, there was good ground for the Bill on the fcore of mil'ufc ; for that; 
Mr. Fox had truly laid, they had abdicated the Govcriunent over the Eaft. Tw 
prove this, he ftated the proceedings of the Seleft Committee, which lat for months 
examining witneifes and records, on wliofe report the Houfe had refolved to recalT 
Mr. HalVmgs; the iimilar relblutlons afterwards by the Direftors, on the fame evi¬ 
dence, and not on the authority of the refolution ; the vote of the Proprietors dcr- 
fearing the opt ration of both, in the fudden tumult of a bailor, without looking at 4 
record, or alkmg a queftion ; and the thanks voted without evidenre, in the fame tu¬ 
multuous manner, to Mr. Haftings, on the arrival of his letter, fetting the Direftors at 
defiance. He faid, that the Proprietors who voted thefe thanks under all thefe ciiw 
cumftances, even if Mr. Haftings had had all the mevir they imputed to him, without 
evidence, abdic.ati*d their own Government over jhe Eaft Indies, and gave up, at the 
fame time, the fovercignty of Parliament over it, which left it no alternative, be¬ 
tween the dettruftion of the Proprietors authority and the furrender of its own. 

He then proceeded to conlidcr the policy of the new fyftcm. It had been faid t* 
be a Bill introduced by Minillers for their own-private puipofcs, rather than for the 
objeats of Government. A bold aiTertioti, when the regulations of the other Bill wem 
attended tof which fo far from leaving to Minifters or their fubftitutes the nneonr- 
irouled dircftlon, marked out their duty*in the moft fjiecific terms. 

He faid he tliould not then difeufs them, as being properer for the Committee, but 
that they contained upun'the whole a body of reform equally important to the intereit 
and charafter of the nation : That the powers were given to the CommilFioncrs dur¬ 
ing good behaviour, fubjeft only to removal on the AddreXs of both Houles, to giv« 
ftability to Government; the want of which had been ruinous, and which could nok 
be obtained in any other way while the prefent ftate of parties in England Continued^ 
As to the Influence of the Crown, he thought it was the duty of every Member ol^ 
Parliament to attend to its advances; but that it was too much to fay, that the moft.'' 
important trufts of Government were to be left to private men, and to women, anfl.. 
foreigners, Cor fear the LegUlature fhould pervert tlTc powers that ever follows G 6 ^ 
yernmenf, to the ruin of the Conftitution. Was tlieie to be no Government, becaufti 
it v.'as fubjeft to abufes ? And were we not to choofe the Ij^ of evils, becaufe we 
could not attain |xrrfcftion ? That there was a fufheient ftrcljpih in the Houfe -to pu- 
nifti an abufe of the powers given by the Bill, and that it'^'tfras dithonourablc to the 
Houfe to fupport its own hoiicfly, Weaufe of the patronage that attended Govem- 
rnent: 'I hat it was mighty eafy to deal in general changes of corruption, but that he 
iruffcd that there was as much cooccf^ fqTthe Public on tbc pan of Covernmentf 
lis in thof? ihai oppofed it. 



»■ Hfr. Mi^cowWAf.^ ro(f In anfwcr to Mr. PLiiTcini*, antf bffiin wh olifr 

he ihaiild not think hjoilflf warranifd, p;;h r tv ■ > t^c liri'!:p<s ot tlv [vm ;-, 
■Wf the fokmnitT of the occahor., m toI!''w ili.ir ;;i i>t!>'ni.in, l*y inakinji h'% mv,"! j't- 
.mgync, orthat of any othrrpcit'on. Ik .irjrt'it li<>',vpvvr, r.ttriin 

- M ■to thr panrgyric or contltmiiaTiou of n’.ai.kiml, who v/ui'ld j-at', fl -ir ffnirpi . 
«p<m the candour and decency of MinilU-r*., n rrtufinf^ lo rnticli time lor the f\a- 
eiataaiioTii of contefted nccounts, I'oinc ot v,!'i(ii h.ni nor won born road to ihr 
iloutV^ as would claple till the handle of th?t oIolV: riiiiri-'i d to thi i!;^ort to ,vhi(h 
■ Ih was at that moment polniu-.g. He laicl, that the fji'dh.m m iis profent fojm 
was but a narrow one, and that ho fliould, m confornuty to ri*j;t;l.n :t) in debate^ 
-kavc cohlincd himfolf ftnctly to •'> had not ffimo l■l)^o;vaMon' filli-n finm Mr. 
Srtltine, mv.ll not p.I's, nninJ'wored, With rol’pri! to ilio qiic*lio,i of ad- 

feUtfttncTSt, with what juflico ;t be laid, that thr*lc iniportaiu atmunr wire 
Wethne of the foundation on which thcMiniAcr had built his pica of Nc'.cf- 

«tyr A Gentlonian pci nii.irlv verfod In th»fe accounts, profelled hinifelf a fri^iid 
the cornmirment of this Hill, and yet dill'crcd entirely from the Stxrcr.ir\'s ib-* 
^Icaticn, I)% the mode of flaryig the freight ; a very exteiilive at tide one uav or 
hhe other. The Secretary had fearedy finilhed his aifertion, that the debt from 
Ithe ViK’-tr vp.T? la’rfi’tVJy defperare, wlien tli,e OencraJ (Smith) behind him dod.iu-d 
iftal he was fatisfied, that debt was imw paid ; that the del>t from Tanjore was al('<# 
^le 4 a dcht to be obtained by armaments a'ld rapine; to wljich it had been an¬ 
swered, that it was but one year’s arrear of a tiiliule, eomji.u-Mively linalJ, -md 
in general regularly paid. Thar the whole dead llotk of litc Company was (Iruck 
laiFjil wurblowi and even their cxtt'nlivc property in London ellimated by Siirveyins 
ikt 25Ci,OC*'d. was not allowed them i:t ateounl ; and thur own capital flock, wa^ 
'tonftdercd as a *lel>t due to flr/jerx. Nay, an arrounl prefented in evldciiic, iliety- 
that the circumliances of the Eall India CbiUpany were far better now ilun iu 
i)ve year 177^, had not ever.'been read, although at that peiiod the authors of this 
.{fol thought It impolitic and unjufl, to interfere merely by way of prevention. 
"ilow far all rhofc diruni(lances lliould be admitted or cxvludcd from the ilate- 
Mtent given in, without farther evidence, without farther informavion, without ftir- 
tber conltderatlon, he would not for one determine; but faid, liiice th.u (tidtnte 
^d conlidcralion wasrefufed, the confequence mufi inevitably be, that he mufl take 
Ike account given in to be when lompclled to divide in the moment, and pre- 
cbidetl from e<amining the giounds on wh’eh it had been .niempti-d to iinj'(.ii.li It, 
s^pOuWit be conceivi d that a dcKiy of a /'W Ziwm rould be llriuuily meant as j «.o- 
lyur for procrafttnaiion ? How many v/ould undertake to f.iy that they could de- 
iidlc on a fudJcp, ujion controverlies anling in the Houfe, out of the iiatuii auj 
,'jcpvirfc of theEall India Trade: Such a^ could not, he argued, muil agree to the 
‘ ,1^1 adjournment ; if they did not, they could-jnly jiroreed in the Bill, .idnaittnig 
what the Company ft.ited to be literally true. Having ur^cd thefc atguments .with 
lil»Dtmofl forc'-, he uiifcrved, chat a.s it w.ts plain that the time alkcd fur would be 
. f^ufed. He fno.ihi next advert to what he cvifidtrcd as the null alarming wound to 
Cb^ CouftittUioii of this CO mtrythat ever had been given : 'fuat a trap was laid for 
l^c liberties of the n.ition by ibis meDlure, and it wis aiumplcd to cntangl* 
jt.ens judgments, by hurrsing t'.u-in thiough accounts at one moment, and aU.atk* 
^ng thtfir feelings, liy pathttx'.«t'.unu of me inifconduA of the Coiiiip.iny'.s fervants 
4t another. Mr. Ertkine, he obli.rvcd, had U-t'out with faying, that s.jyfifm h.id 
been called for, and wait now nbjc.ted to w lien produced ; but what was that /j> 
^m* A ramltcoiopcndiosis one indeed, whichmuft be cninprized in thefe few 
, words —India to mt f<if jiviy>ars ctttiiin, atd I vt/'i inamtf'f it f01 you. No 
than three differentgpounds,had been laid,on three different days, for ibis cnor- 
|noa4, d^gn. At the «p<ning«of the feflion, it was grounded on a dafcriptlon nf 
KLe. Hafttogs’s concKi^ whith be, who had laboured hard in the fervice of the 
!fcJ.oiifc, and bad fcrvcd,.bi 5 appreuticeiliip to that btijinefs, would undertake to ihcw 
'jwas, iaruOiny hii‘anc4iP^i(h<>ut lolid touiHiation, and in every iitllance, c.'tagge- 
although he conlwmncd the'policy in many points. This, however, was a 
rtN«trrit.-isf great, u-^ta!), and not then ncceffnry. On a fubfequenr day, it was gruund- 
ad 00 the {i:j>}»otVi ii.tnkruptty of .the Conniativ ; and it was now grounded by tlic 
JfnnD.irabic-Ori^Iema'i, <*n a raiiica! tiefcil in the fyftein. How came that ra- 
dkol defcCl, wtiuh muft cser have been operating, to have been rcfervcil for his 
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jSCSiHsqvicnir^], fume of wiilt.K hr had Ihortly touched Ofl^ It voulp be AH auft iktfyiKp 
^ luio iiinuc lUr (V'crmiit'iit of the 'I'crritonal AcquifitioftSy and the nMfian» 
iiitiit ot the reiriiori.il Revenues any longer in the Company's own hands. In lui* 
aiiJiiiici, 11 tl<e b.inkL Diie^tnrs had been guilty of limilar inifeonduff ; if they ha4 
aiinoit lo.iu li i)ie bco' ks , if they had endangered the Public Credit^ he fltould nqt 
viiiy i.<'t hei.tau- ' > take their Charci-r away, b.ut hold it to be an indifpenfible dwtjf 
i - i tvokc It. A Chaiur he faid, a lolenm trvft confided in the Body Corpo* 
r.iT', t»\\lu>m ,i Charter w lb given: If the trufi was abufed in any one ioftan^ 
tiMi Ch.irt< r .' as and ought to be revocable. The Baft India Company ha4 forfeit 
then trull in i.uioub indances; and with what pretence could they talk of the fa^ 
cudneU ot ClKiritieii Rights, who had broken through Chartered Rights in Indian 
in innuiiiti.ioli un'i.iiurb > Hut it was ^id the Hill created afpecies of iofiacnce un*" 
knowp to ihe Cootiiiuiioi), and gaye it to the Minifter for tb^ tipac being; 'and thtS' 
wa-. made the rt of iuud cTatnoitr and vehement inve^ive. What reafon was 
^Ibgiied foi rtij%' I riily, that his Right honourable Friend wopld ptopofe his own 
Paiti7an. toi the SevenCoitimilliuncrs, No doubt, he would. Who flrould he proi^ 
p->le, but ihoi'e hcdoiild confide in} There was nothing unnatural,nothingalarrettig 
in al! this : Any other Minifier would do .the fame. Mr. Burke pafied the warmej^t 
-rin oiDioiii!. on the Hill, aitd faid> highly as heefleemed his Right Honouraht^ 

Fi ii-tid helorc, he admired him much more now. His Bill would immortalize hi^ 
aiid make him the fuhjedt of adoratioit in India. When the cloud of mifreprefenta- 
itioii, I'd indullnouliy circ ulated OH the fub|ei£l of,tlic Bill, had difapjpeated, and.tltf 
dlrong tun of truth had cleared up every Ihadc of fali.a^cy, the Public would be abije 
to judge for.thcniRlves; and he would vcntuie to adhit, that wKen the Bill was 
fully underfiood, and ilie byilvm of his Honourable Fricild utiiverfaUy known, bojtlk 
tin one and tlie utiur would be as much the fubjeils of pkaiCe.and approbation hcjv^ 

>i- he wav convinced they would be the lubjeAs of the moll hqaitfelt |^catitli(io,in tnr 
di.i. Mr. Burke coneluded with a warm and high-wrQUglrt panegyric on his'frlei|4 
Air. Fox, whofe venturing to rifque his popularity, to face the induftrious calumnjr 
of interclled in.ilice ; to liem the torrent of faflious clamour artfully raife^ whblis 
doors and without; and toorun every hazard as a Matt and aMininer, in order tp 
carry a itieafuie on which the falvation of our Indian Territories, and the happir 
siefv of tbiMy millions of fubje^ls in that quarter of ilie glebe, and the honour oflto 
Briillli rharaclei depended, he declared, did him the higheft honour. 

Mt. l)uN'c OM 1 IK faid^ he could not accede to the Right Honourable .Gentleman's 
rcafoning; He liad argued upon the Inlluencc Kif the Crown with a view to extentibn 
ai d iggmvaiion; a circumnance wnich, in his mind, rendered his argument pcr> 
n't 'Oils and dangerous. Mr. Duncombe reprobated the Bill, as a wanton violation ojt 
thi Chartered Rights of the Company. H.‘ laid, there was iw rcafon’ for any fitch 
violent me.ifure; and that it rather feemed to be the Minifier anxious to make the 


•dillrcfsof the Cumj'any a handle and pretence for gralping at inordinate power, thaa 
a real ncceiTity, which prompted the wlwile proceeding, jfle lamented that Mr. Fox# 
wlift had for years pleaded for the Rights of the People, fhouiU have Changed his pritu" 
.ciplesj andbccome the Advocate of.liinucnce. lie had ever oppofed the Influence of 
the Crown; and as he faw the Bill would put Infiuencc into the hands of the'MI* 
nilter III a llill more alaniiing point of view, he would refift the Bill llrenuowfly. 

bit Gkfv Cuopkk r.iid, in every preliiulnavy or incidentaldch;ne or converfation 
on the Hate ofthe afiairs of the Baft India Company, during the courfc of ihelfft and 
at the o])ening ofihis Scllinn, h had been, and was at the moment be was fpeaking, 
univerfalty adiriitti-d, that that great and nuift important confiderattotvjddmasdfd tte 
imiiK'diair and cficflual interference of Parliament. 'It 'was faid, »nd net denied* 
that /awc/Aifljr muft be done to lave the Company : Somethihg to ftcure the,Stile fiiom 
the (jcril of being too deeply intereiled in and .complicated with the foitHne and ftivct 
of that great Company : Something that might give not only older Htd ,rd^iaiio% 
but energy and duration to the admmlfiration of thefr affiuw «t htme and ^bmad. 

It was, and is admitted, that the arm ofthe ptefent DireRion is nocftioagcnotigti 
to wield or to manage fuch a governtfieoc. 

A Proteft was entered lafi year, and, with cale, renewed at the opening of thii 
Sefliwn, againft P.illiarives, Half Mesfurcs, ProcralHnation, and Delay. 

F.very b'Kly was for the unexplained SoraetUing; but when the.Sometblng ws^ 
Rated, when the outllue of the Rropetition now coDlidCXatioo wai drswn, withe 
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CtQt I nioiRent’sYsofe of deltbrratinn, it witli the raplJ "lance of infnitrvi* corn- 
ptehenfion declared to be a racalure (il'ilcl'potilm on the one hde, and of corruin c-n or, 
tiieothcr; and when NevefBty was urged as the ground tit Farli.unc.ttary inirii'Miit oit 
in this cafC| Nccetfity was catled by all the nanici that the exaggeration of 
could exprefs, and was called by the tild name or the 1 yi.trt'-. l‘lra, and the n .. i>. c 
of the Creed of Slaves. Upon this tojnck the Counful «>l'the Company cnlargid, and 
' expended their iihaginaiion. They faid ilic Ph-a of Nca-lTity cxifud in the tm.ej of 
the StnartSi hut that it was buried at the Revolution. '1 hat \va.; a lingular tt. 

a'ftgn forthe fuppofal of Necelliiyj for to follow thannoft fli-iWing oofervatton of the 
Rigiit Honourable Gentleman whoprelentcd the Kill, if Nccelhiy had not been tin plea 
■and the vuftification of freemen at the Revolution, ihi-i Houle would ut>t now have 
had a deliberative capacity, and the mandates of ahfolute power would have been the 
creed of flaares. Mi. Sr. John, in his famous argument on the cale of Ship Money, 
admitted the plea ofMmlfity Ill many cafes: He proved, that the netelliiy foi thi t 
tnoncy was falfe and preteiuhcl; but that rights and property 1m mg introduced and 
^jiititained by known laws, there were times, when, like the Philifiines upon 
SSvnpl'on, thole laws wxre too weak to bind us ; and, as Cicero fays, Neir//ittts ^<7^- 
iium hmuams iuiini/itaiij Mtronii turn oimetu kgemfrangit. This is a ftrong authority, 
•nd if in this cale the Mcceliiiy be evident, uncontroulable, and unmanageabh by 
Expedients, it is an indifpenfiblc duly of Parliament to Its ConfUtuents, and to tlu ir 
Country, to interfere. 

- The good fenl'e of thefe times will not be diverted from its purfHjfe by mere word", 
fjowever fplendid they may he; or by aflcriions, however impofing qr magnificent 
they may appear to he ; for from whatever height they may defeend, this Honfo 
; viil form us opinion ujion evidence that has been brought home to the matter beibre 
them, not upon the ground of fpeculaiive reafonings, and conclufions drawn fron‘. 
abrtra^ propolitions upon the bafis of l<i£ls as they arc; not upon the puHibility of 
what they may be ; upon the ftate of things, not upon the charadlers of perfons. 

The interference of Parliament to regulate, tfcform, .tiler, refeind, and vacar** 
prahls and Charters of the Crown, are moft inrouteflibW jufiified by the law and 
Ifa^tice of Parlinmoni. The proceedmgs of this Houfe, and the Adis palTed in mn- 
ii quence thereof, in the cafc'. of the 'J’tirkey Company and th« African Conipanv, 
ait ejear proofs of this jTOluion; the detail of which may be feen by the Jo'.irnalD,^ 
Ind in as good times as any this country boaAs. 

The difpute was not, he conceived, at prefent, uyon-the facred right and immuttbi- 
lity of the Company’s Charter, though ti.at at firll feemed to he hazarded ; 

But upon the point, whether a^cafe be made either upon evidence or CLamiinn lu re. 
yiety for the prefent interpofition; and th^i is really the true ciucllioti upon the prin* 
ripleof the Bill. 

He had always heen given to underftand, that ir was the pointed plan and leading 
tneafure of the Earl of Chatham, whofe name coufd never bo, mentioned in that 


Houfe without reverenre, that the Governiaem of this Country ihould avail iifelf of 
rte profit and a^l/pnrage'of the T>'rritnrial Acquifition and Ri^enues, which, af the 
fime in'which Ir was the effiticnt Min-f'er, at the riofo of the vear 176(7, were 
Itnown to be ir. ihc ptific i’.on of the Comp-> v ; and in his way to tbe attainment rf 
fht* grpaiVibjcdl, be d'd not ft em to conlkl< r fhe Chartci j of the Coqipany as any 
Rumblin^-block or impedimc L to tbia'carerr. 

.Comtmirtes of Enquiry we e ii'flttured—n'hilfl that enquiry v/a* going on, when 
the General Court was roniniigfhc courfei, and following the vifmns' of the Souih 
$t^‘ircheme, their progrefs was arrefied by t . moll fpirjted and I'aluufy tnterpoJi- 
lioni The account of rbe Vote of the Cf>urt came when the Houfe was fitting. A 
IPRl w 4 ks dntwn upon the Box on the Table, in a few minutes, by one of the ableft 
Members of Parilamant who ever fat in that Houfe, The Company petitioned 
^alnil the Bill; but upon a qucftlon tvhetlier it Ihould be r.'fcrfcd to the Committee, 
Aat Petition was rejeflcd. In the midft of thefe proceedings, the Company entered 
into a negociattoti to pay a ronfidcrable rent for the tTolTelEon of the Territories, and 
a bargain was made that laded till 177'}. The Bills in 1773 ** nectlfary to 

:^ate; hut he dtfirtd that part of rhe preamble to the fecond Bill might be read : It 
was drawn by the fame rcfpeAaWe MeTnbtfr''who propofed the Reftraining Bdl for 
Pividea^Sj ai^d a^alnit ih^'ir fending out a Suwivifor to India, 
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l?.a an Bccrtunr was rroduced to llif that the Nfccfliry dews nrfexjft, litd 
ConH'Sny was ontv unih'i" a leiiijioi'ai v diJhculty and dilirefs } Wtd that upon thC 
' .I'l'', tlieii pi'LH'< ity was lar bcyoiul choir debts and demandSy and that they wet# 
j'l j. I'lolj'fr')!(iti’.ation. 

'J Ills .ici ijont was certainly produced ns evidence by tneCounlei at the Bar^i out it 
V. ,is to 1)0 ri'iniinliered and obl'crvecl, tliai they did not reft their cafe on their argu« 
i.ji r t! upon iCy and that they wore not inftruited to delire that it Ihould be read* 

I ticv fccined lo bo aware, that it was not calculated to be read. The abftrfi^' 
Inr'kod vail, and ilic I'um total bore a good face. _ - 

Bill unfonun.iu'lv toi iliis accouni, it fell to be examined, frarched, and diftafted^ 
bo the iTwil acut< thrtorimK nt ; and the fallacies of this extraordinary paper Wet* 
/liaed a id e\,)ofi d i.i the nioft clear and convincing allimadvcilion—at the touch of 
the fpLir it ftarted u|> in its own thape. 

He had nothing to add to thefe obfervallons, except that the account bore a duuhl* 
afijOi‘l. It was ftated by great authority to be laid bcible thu Houfe^ to prove! that 
i.i) iiecoiTny of the i>rcfciit iritcrfercnce exifted, lor that the Company was merely 
uinli 1 a tcniporary ditiiculty and diftivl's; But on the face of it ftated the value of 
prupeityy wiiich could have no value till the Company was diifolvcd, or in a ftatc of 
act ml and declared infolvency. 

'1 he value of their buildings in Lcadenhall-ftrcet, their defperate debts at home 
and abroad, and their military llores, arc clearly dead ftock, and not convertible iit'- 
lo ruonej, till that event arrives. _ 

111 i~czt when the Old Company was diflblved, that account might 4 iave been 
pij> -'j w) bo preftnted to Lord (iodoiphni, before he made hiS famous award, which 
V, (he bafio of the two (.Companies — the dead ftock and buildings were allowed (oc 
at tiiat time ; Hut the c.tfe to jullify the neccility was iLuU. 

'1 h'y owe the Stare, for Cuflonis, one million. 

'I'hcy owe ii-c.f'-'cl. on their bargain for the payment of 40C);i->^ol. ui 178*. This 
«c.ili. ncd the j '•efenf deticiency 111 the Res'cnue of the Sinking bund; and the pay- 
hicnt of this debt cannot be long delayed. 

T hey liaU been empowered to borrow rautiey on ihcit Bonds, to the amount of 
5'.Ci,nool. 

Kills were drawn upon them to the amdnnt of tv^o millicns aud a half. 

There was a loan of ^oo,.'''>ci]. in Exchequer Bills, which muft be cancelled. If 
r.uL paid lieftirc the f.ih ol April, 171^5, to fall 011 the then next aids, and collaterally 
•u the Sinking Fund. 

Would the Houfe and the Nation confetit to pay the debts, and toindorfethe 
JB'lls, and to raife money to pay them, by taxes laid on the land, and the induftiy of 
;k- I'cople of Great Britain, to relieve and fuppoti a Coiiipany, under its prefent go- 
veii.ment and management at home and abroad: A Company, which, inftcad of 
.’idding, by the rcTult of its Commerce, to the Nationiil Stock; or by its Revenues, ter 
the^ wealth andftrcngllt of the kingdom,' hung a dead weight and heavy incumbraiico 
«p .ill our faculties and rcfources, and was the drain of the vital ftreogth of Grca^ 
Liiijin; and wliich would, if not prevented by fohie mcafurcs ofeoefgyand dura* 
tion, hut u, with it to inevitable ruin. 

iVIr. Mar-1 in faid, that hdwever painful it was to hitn to rife in chat Aflcmbly, 
that there were certain uciafions on whifth he thought it his duty to reftft ^vety 
feeling of diibdence, and to offer a few wur^ to the Houfe in-the beft mailifler Wa 
was able That the prefent ftage of this BiH was certainly one of thofe occaftonS'}' 
that he rofc to exprefs his cordial fatisfaffion,- that.the Right Honourable Secjntajy 

i Mr. Fox) had thus early and thus boldly thrown off the ntaft, and (hewn .to the 
loufc, and to the Public, his political complexion in Its ftrongeft coliOUijJhv Mr. 
Martm faid, that he was one of tkoie tk^t never aegoted any>good, from vfb*K h» 
ftiould cimtinue to call a rldicnlous and d^teftable .Coalition; but thfC^he had nqc 
thought it poffiblc that the Right Honourable Secretare Ihould fo luddenly have 
hrmight fbrward a mcafure fo totally repugnant to thofe principles of oppohtioo ta 
corrupt Influence, on which he bad been ro many years declaiming; T 4 at'*haviog 
conftantly voted with him, in eodeavouting to diminiih that fon of Influepcc^ Mr. 
Martin thought he was juftifled in exprefling the warmeft refentmeat againft Inch 
apoftacy; that he was one of thofe whom the Right Honourable Secretary had fie- 
fucmly endeavoured to ridi«vle/&r having vm^ .lbat every Bsropeaa might b* 
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Stiveti tiMt of but that every houi, every miiv.t ■, .i;ul ev-'v;.^ 

COhiintted him in that opinion ^ but that heu.is inoie p.iK;t.ni.u !y iiuid i)\ \\Iut. 
had fallen in a former debate on this l'ub|iv‘t, tr -m uii Hi'iiOur.inU: (hiuhnup, 
^hom he would prefume to call hi& friend (Mr. DtiuplU-r^ \%ln> had finl f-iin tlm.j, lo 
this eiFeA) that ** He conceived we had uu inoie iit'ln i>> |ici!it.-nii><i ot nv 
* chat part of the vrorld, than a herd of Tartars would h.ise t'> (i i/c upon Vorkln.ie, 
•* or any other opulent diftriA on this iilaiul."—That if any ilnnj^ lould nu reafe ibr 
efteem he had for the Honourable Gentleman, it would in tlii- liin-i.ility of h:i l> lUi- 
ments on this point; and that he heartily wilhed vse bad a Cabiiu’t C'juncil (oin; ol' d 
of men of fuch uprightnefs and luch humanity. Mr. M.irtin declared, ih.it he w.is 
in general an enemy to what is called Syftematic OppofTtioii, by whn h be v.rdi rllo''i.l, 
in plain vulgar Engllfli, the voting through thick and thin toouH .in Aditi’nil* tiiti'iti ; 
but, that if ever he Ihould think, himfeh juftified in fmh totdei‘t, it would be irr 
times like thefe, when a fet of men h.id abandoned the found pr.m ip!( s of ihc Con- 
ftitution, and joined tiunifelves to its greateft enemies, for the lake ot latiMvmg: 
their avarice and ambition, or to fay the Icafi, the virulence of iheii paity fpiin. 
That though many perfons f arn''ftjy wilhctl to drop the fubjc£t ot the Co.ilition, as 
trite and unfit to be longer talked of, that he was of a different opinion, .and wilLid 
to fee a ftarling perched on the right elbow of the Speaker’s Chair, whn, whenever a 
pernicious rocafure, like that under coniideraiion, was brought forward, Ihould re¬ 
peat inceflantly to the Treafury Bmicli, “ Difgraccful, fhamclcfs Coalition !” 'I'bat 
be Ihould not have been hurt to the degree he now felt hiiiafelf, if the Right Ho- 
JinurableSecreUCryhad deferted alone; but iluit he had dduded and feduced nunibei'i 
wfmen who ftood high in jiublic crtitn.iti</"j, .ind with whom he (Mr. Martin) h.id 
ibrmerly thought it a very high htiiiuui to alTociate; but that now, however high 
vheir ranh, and however < Icvaied tluir fiat ion, compared to hii. liumble lot, that hr 
ihould endeavour to keep hiriifclf free frorn the cont.igion uftliciriMinciples; for that 
thejnfoftion had fpread f.i.' and wide, .and h.iu taken eH’vft upon ni.my Gentlemen, 
Vf hofe cotiftitutional principles he f bought were tree fiom danger: 'fh.it it wa:. no 
iriindeT that the Right Honourable Set ret<ary ihould be fcarlef;, of danger to hmifclf 
aA piDpofiflg any meafuiv, however atrociou;.; for that, as .an Honourable Gcntlc- 
xaan (Mr. Duntombe) h.id s'cry julUy obfervid, he had a inrift glaring .nftance o£ 
imbecility in the Nation, in the impunity ol his noble Colleague, whom he had ig- 
atominioully joined, though he, and feveral of his tnends, h.id a hundred times 
pledgedtheinfelvcs virtu.ally, if not in direfV words, to inlng to trial. Mr. Marlin 
jidded, that hr hoped, however perniciouE. and d'jilrnff'vr ifi ibt C’onll irution that this 
aneafure might be in itfclf, ih.'.tihe attempt might oe of ten in-, by fouzmg tJie 
jKOplr at laitjc from that leth.ir^ic infenhbility with wlili hthey teem to be o|>prfilcd. 
That he had long ceafed to be lurprired at .niy thing in the Ali’embly where he was 
ipcaking; and that therefore it would be no m.attcr of aflonilhmeni, if the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Secretary Ihould carry his Bill tiiumpuantly : Thai he had great powers 
«nhis fide; that he had numbers; that h'* had men of high rank and dcfciipticn; 
and that he had fame gemlemen of a profeif. >n which, when liberally tvcrcifed, he' 
field in the bighefl- eftimation; but that th. lewere fomc of thofe gentlemen wh# 
were not contented with making talking iJ -’ir profcfTion, but whofe talk was no- 
Xhtng but prdfcfiioA. Tltat fome of thofe gt*."b.*men had, on a former day, fc-emed 
Xo wtfhj by dint of gefliculation .and vocifcrauoa, to frighten the poor dillieartcneif 
Minority into as high a veneratio.i, or rathei adoration, of the Right Honourable 
Secretary, as they themfelves hadprofefi'cd; but that fur IiIe. part, he was really not 
Xo be frighteued out of the moderate Ihare of tu.dcrftanrtiiig that G'^‘d .had given him ) 
that he Ihould never trure hold the Right Hondiirablc Secrtt.iry in anyerteem as » 
public iffkii* Mr. Martin faid, that an Honourable B.aroner, whmi thty were .ibouc 
to lofe from the HoOlb ef ConunMts (Sir George Savlle) had tolu the SjMs.'iker, in hia 
ttcaring, in the face of the Hbufe, on a former occafion, th.st ?y had bctr.iyed 
the Rights of their Confiituenti; that the Houfe, confeious of the iruth of his .if.. 
Jeitlqn, had quietly fubmitted to the reproof. Mr. Martin faid, that if they (hould 
pids this India Coinmlirioners Bill, that it would Ic a frelh betrayal of their Cun- 
fiatuents. After has'lng Qioken pretty freely of Mr. Secretary Fox, he faid, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman might, perhaps, not think him very model!. In pn— 
fuRing a Petition to him after he had thus openly cenfured him ; but that he thould^i 
thi^ obje^un, nOi iiiin f UY9ur in (4ac f ubiic i'nuation. It was 
■ ‘ * n* 
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slut. In thi’ couiH.- of lilt* ciiJiiiog SrHIon, liCW^utJ Hot litfft the fe« 2 M 
j.it'- ol ;■,( iuU-wirn i)y slir iiiti’.r'ini of tin- iijiiK- of a laic noble Mari{uiS} whofe cf|i- 
tJiu 1 m> •• ot all i> kiiu’-i t. however tlu-y might diiFer from him ia their fw* 

l:M...tl ocoiKizi-, Mr. .Mama i'aii!, be wai, (jorfccfly convinced that that virtuous 
No./ii man uuuid no inoic liavt. iniiuduccd or fuii^rtcd fuch a ineafurc as that pro* 
fit ltd, than lu- would li.avc jtnr.cd the noble Lord, who, to the dilgrace and infamy 
nt ibi-> ('ounriy, w.iU.cd abio.ul, untried, foi the lofs of an extenltvc Empire througli 
i'.» uiijiifi and cocrtive conduct. Mr. Martin then took notice, that a Right 
i* i-ir.d)lc Gcni‘eiiMa (Mr. Hurke) bad, with that fpirit of humanity and fire of jma- 
j'lii in ui wbn‘i b'* ^oU'eiicd, eniertained the Houle, for a very confiderabie time, 
V.lib a niiift )'(ih( 111 accoinu 'sf ilie mtfcrics inlhftcd on the natives in the Kafb 
Iiidif ', whom Ml. Mamn laid he Iclt tor with the greateft pain ; but eftat he thought 
that ihe Right MoiKiurable G< ntlrman would have paffed for.ic part of that time 
HKM'i* t« (he purpofe, in j>r<iving in the Houle, that the New Adminllfration, as 
{■r.;;.>/ii“d for India, wu.ild oe Jefs orrujit and Jefs cruel than th.ai he wilhcd to abo- 
i’ll? Mr. Maiciw added, that he could not lit down without odVrinj; his public 
thanks to the Honourable Genrleman (Mr. Powys) who had o]U’nod this Debate, 
fi'i'one of the rtioli: animated .and truly p.ttrir/iLC Speeches that he bad ever heard. 
Mr. Martin fee ng this Pill in the light in which ii oft'en.-d itfelf to hit undcrliand- 
■.•-g, gave hi-. hc.irty and decided neg.Uivc to the Speakers leaving the Chair «o g«i 
> ii.i the Commiitci’. 

.Mr. OnDi- nude ?. scry long fpee; h, and hegrm with faying, like the Right Ho- 
c'.ootabli: Gentlctn.iii w!n> fpoke lait-Iy, he lould declare, he had been for year, la- 
(.Lfii-iuliy r-ruj-l >.< d in the iiivc/lipaiion ot the Atlairs of India ; th.il he likewiio 
iiad not troubled tl.i- llouic on th.kc Lbj< .It for ibree years; and, he would .add, that: 
ailliough hi. p.-iiliiK's inic.hi not be any thing liki- ccjual to thole of the Howturabls 

ntleiiian, he daitd aUi-rt, tl..U li< w.is .wtuaied by as pure a motive. He tben 
ti)i.eed.-J to luihly tilt-Sei ret Cuiitmitte'-, whole-ULpurts, be laid, be roie tp icfcue 
t-.oitt the ouiut'. id itaviiig m any pan ol ihcni luggcflcd flicb a Pill as that under 
t iolideratiiiu. I heie w.-i-. not a lyiiable iii any one of igeiu, Mr. Ordc faid, that 
I'd to futh an idea; ir.i.eb lefs b'jJ it ever bcin in the eonteinjdalion of the Mcm- 
C' rs af thiK Conin.dice c t ; rDpole .i nieafurr .d all fiiniiar to that which, had been 
siitrodured by ilic Riglit iicuouribb* See ret.iry. The Bill biougbi in by thklearned 
<Jetiiiem.'’'i Iteneath b m (M--. D.ind i;.) vtas the Hill which he bad himfelf had a 
hand in drawing. 1 »>.’-t Hill did i ■; bic.tk through the C.anratw's Charter, aimi- 
hilai.pf all rbeit ngbts, and fl-iv...i;^ upun .ill their property ; it merely rcgnlaied 
the Charter, by reilr.«lniii>T ihe Court ot Pioprictors from their conrrouling power 
i-vc: the Court of Directors, and gave an increai'cd degree of authority where the 
vigour <jI Cuvcrr.inen: was rnoit wanted, in India, where an Cijual iliaie of xerpoiifi- 
bilicy was alfo placed. Mr. Orde Ittungly oppofed the BilL 

Mr. Beau For dcih-tred, he had lilielu'd -with the greatcli .ittention to the various 
argum/snts that had been urged in the courfe ot the Debate, that he might either 
adopt with confidence the opinions of others, or he cn.Vbkd by their means to cof.. 
re.Rand improve his own : for his ubjcifl was not rocenfurc ur appl.aud AdRunillra^ 
lion, but to contribute all In* eouid to the ellabiilhincnt of fuch a iVlUmas might be 
pr.-duRive of ctfcdual Refonn in India, with the Icafl pufliblc infringement of 
Companv's Rights at home, .and with l-he leafl polTihle hazard to the Britiili ConAitti- 
tion. i(e li'.oulJ theretore fiipport the fyltem prepofed by theprefent Bill, where he 
c.juld do it With intigcity, and where he could not, he ihould endeavour <10 point 
•lit what preferable lyjiletti might be dt;vjfed. 

Mr. Heaufoy then took notice of that part of the Right Honourable Serretafy's, 
Plan, which pros'ides for the happmefs of the nativesof India, which he laid appear¬ 
ed to him to be equally humane and wife; and very abW dated his objedtions to the 
various other parts of the fyftem wherein he differed from the Right Honourable 
Secretary; and declared, no evidence of argument, no power of liuguage ciould add 
to the melancholy rclleAions which the very mention of them excited in the mind of 
cv.*ry thinking man: But he Ihould be told, that to find fault is an eafy talent, and 
f i-rhaps Ihould be afked, What better fyltem have you to propofc f” in the firft 
plaie, he beggi-d to ho allowed to c.x{'refs his firm belief, that if anv equitable plan 
vore prupoied, any pl.iu nut entirely inconfUlcut with their present rights, nof 
«lu.-I)/ iiicumpaublc .vuh ihcit future ta fticji a plaa the c«nreiu of the 
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(<tepptnlrht as they were upon Guvi-nniwui foi- iin'iirJlst? relief) ii.ii'ht b4 

«ifity Dbtan'ii'il. 

Upon this t'o|)pofition, the only onr <ni\vhHU anv alier.’t.mi ii\ ilii*. CIij: n i v-utiM 
Ib joilly made, he uould propoJe thai tin "r 1 1 tlir n'lnni' i- 

cial toncerns Ihoutd be commiUeU Iw Ai'.ii'i 1 lii'ih n nv ihi-mli 'ms ; moilui wuid-t 
that as far RJ their commercial imerUK sverc m ilion, ilv Conlhtuu-n f>t ilic 
Cdinpany fhoutd contiivue as it waB; or tii.u it any ali.-uii lon via-' m be inatie in ii, ic 
siiirlit be that of reftoring to the Pioprii'tors ot t.v • lini’ilri'ii po' mis Stoik, their .m- 
Bieui right of voting in all RcfoUitions of iVii- Co', it- Jn the in;.r pl.KC, he ^vouhl 
propol’c that the management o'the Company N IVinioi ii'i (■'oilrni ..qs iV.ouId be al¬ 
igned to three perfons refident in Ei’gl.md; to iiu'i I'Orlons, nu; ti' h v-" nominated 
hy the 6Vow«, not by Parliament. He prclcrred thiee [■'i fo',> m It sen, as addin* 
h-fsioihe power ot rheCrown ; and he preferred ihiee ju rt'-nMn om, li.jiti aperku- 
fiop, rliat the time aitd talents of no (higle tnan weie i 411.1! to futh m ' xterii and v.t- 
ricty of bufinel's. The lepJiratiim of the Company fioin their l>ri iioi .,il Posird nrS 
luil been deilaicd by the llrghi llonoi.rahie iietr'iary i.> he extreinely tfhuuit. 
Some di. eultieo, hr knew, there went; but that thofr diibi-ulties ss.ic inkiprralil"^ 
or even of lenous tnagnuude, henesei eor.ld hehevc, finie the pt nod ol il e Compa- 
■y*s moil fi'..-c(Tslul commeue. wa-. th.ai whii !i preeedt-ii ilieirTeirnon.tl (.’.aisiin It '.: 

even at .he prefent Innc, tl.e rnoll luei.itivc oi 'he dilleient hraiaiir'i ui fen 
tratic was th.it ivheh they onwitn C ..i..!, wlnrcihey had no pofeiiion*.. 

In tin; ihlrd place,he would piopole tint Ma dilpotaloF the llivtinit-'. m liul ,1, like 
litat of I'.ic Rovenui'at home, (hoi-.ul ougiii.ne with Patliament, .'ind th.ii all liiiii-: 
Cxpendei! ihouid be .ipplrcd lo Ipetiiit llivi-.*'-, nit-o feqiwnie of Ipecthe gr.ritj. 1 'x- 
traoiil.naiy expences mint, he km. v, he nnuii'd; hut ri .n.e lal'; the jietl'ons wini 
ilfued the jiioncv would he itTponJi'ok |o P nij.iiii.'iii; ai.ii if ie itons were iiif- 

•pproved, wereliable to pimiliimcnt. It wire Jikewiie,- Mr. ih-.nifoy laid, mm h tor 
be wilhtd, that all hitnre aet-onnts of nifau-y n drived or diihurieii :n l.idla, might 
fct referred to the coiifideration of a Select CornmiitLe, anniially app'»iiit--d by that 
Moufc; and by that mt;aiv..> no fiaudi ot any magnintde eould ealiiy cfcape de¬ 
tect'on. 

In the laft place, he would propofe, that during the remaining period of the Coiu- 
l^any’s Charter, inch part of the India Rexenue, a-> Ihould be more than lulhiicnt 
fom,tiniaIii the Civil .md Military EJla'ihll'nifnis, Ihoiild hr appiopr.at.d t'> the 
fpti-ilie purpofes of paying the Conip3’'<y’‘, deh'.";, .ind pi'vidirp, ihiir luvi I'lnenr, 
Itue that whin tiie Company's Charici ll.oiild empire, I'ucli jiari of rh>‘ Sorj I.;., Ke- 
Vetioc .is Parliament tliouUi think, might ht ihawn from lrij,.i, wl'houi d.ijiei'i .imf 
iuin to the natix'ex, tliould be remitted thionp'h t'ne nn-iluim »>i'the Coiiii-any...vell- 
nenc, in the fame manner as the privaie tomiiu-j of the C<iinp.xny's I'enani. were 
BOW cranlhiilicd to liurdpie, through thi niedtvim of the invellment" of foreign Com* 
joules. Ry this plan, the prrntcious union ot th- nvo incompalibic chaf.attits of 
Sovereign and Morchant, v. njld be deftr > red ; tlie Compai'y wimU! br reduced to their 
original that liler of IVIrivliants increl . and he ciunpelled to exchange a tr.ide of 
fraud and vi.drncc frr an equitable trad ■ n principles purely commerv lal; while the 
Batives, hitherto a prey to the avarice -I fhe Company, would live under the p^o- 
teftion of the Bririlh Oovernn'cnr as.fec j.ely as they formcily livr:! under the pio- 
’.toflion of their own. ’ This plat had alio thefe further vccomni-i dailoi's, that il vio- 
'la^'d no Charter ; it trcfpalfed on no man’s right; it biought with sr no breach of th<# 
'Conftitution; for it gave no exeiutive [» r to the Dele, tic's of the People ; nor 
’Koi'ld it occafion a_,y ^her aildition to the p-wev of the C'nv. r, tlian that which in 
'the uatoTx; of things was tinavo’dable ; an .iddiiion fo fmill, that it was not more 
than in pru^iortion to the additional means of controul v.hi* h would be givrn to Par- 
li-iinent. Mr, Bcaufoy begged paidun for rrefpaffmg on the irc'ulgenee of the Houfe 
Ktuch too long^ and declared, it he had olTended, it had hoc hi in owing to any pre- 
fttinptttixus opinion of liimfelf, nor he was lure any wilh of hear.ng himfclf talk, but 
lo the ftrong and earneft defire he felt to avoid thofc unwarrantable fchemt '., thole 
’delperale projects that rolled on oth:t principles ol the confututvjn of prolmy .ind jujlict. 
When .plans of this ibrt weVe propoied, nut to give them all the op;>ofii!on in hisi 
fewer, would be to facriBtie hi» own ^c^cc of roind| and his character an honeft 
iKtan* 

« Mr» 


H 



Ivfr. C«RFr.o”v rofc- t'' ilt his own condu^V, while a MeuioiHr of th« 
r- 1- I..: I , a.,'.Ill',si to >1'. Purd.i:. .ind Mr. Urdc, whclhcr he had not recotq* 

., ,i.:< li .01 t divli.jl .inii (li-.. .ji n.L-iti.ic u-ii'.clnig Ind.a, if any were iiurfucd. Mff 
f/.iy.xi V d'. i.o> <!, cl.c liilliltcn ond .r < on. cl.■,.ll,r)U ai>(>cared Co him to he by far t^p 

.1 !•, Lit Ill ih.iL hr h.’.d ) ‘ i I "1 >'i- Ilf ard oi ; m i iie hoj.ed there would ever continue 
.4 r /'ii't.iiiic i>; ^'oi'tx 11 111 iliii 11 <mU, who >tiiiild narru<.vly watch the Conimlflioae)'* 
roi.uttct, a ul CM.r>. I'e J 1 or .<'-.nroul <>'. cr their proceedings. 

Ml 'lA.'.'ii i Smi 1 n, jun. went ihronjiU an argument upon lUc Diiei^tors (late of 
th \'xio ..inv’s An.iv,,tits, di htiTol hut 1 iiurfday, anfivering Mr. Fox’!. objcAiooft 
u'Ki Jti.arix’i', ann.!«- •>. aitule, ainl charging Mr. Fox with wiliiil inificpreleiita- 
ti..n. Ml. biiiitl) alio .id..i-cl .in .iiguiiinu againft the prluc.ple of the Bill, in whicji 
he tli.:rgeit the wlioie wuh being a deiign tn lend on fume half-plnckcd pigeon*, toi 
Induij 111 order ihai iliey iii’giu eomc back la full plumage, decked uut in all th© 

1 ,-lLiidci’t xt ilie 

Mr. i^ilie laio Loid Advoiate) rofe, and In an animated and manly, but 

fj r .11.d d.lp.ii:io. .lU Ipcti li, delivered hi** opinion at large on the atiain. of the Baft 
Tn.l a L'.jmpany, on ilie Bill he hadhimlelt brought in lali Seflions, and on the Bill 
j !m ii under conlideratior. lie dclired the Houfc to look a moment at the very extra* 
pidnniry manner in which that Bill flood before them. When the Right Hunourablc 
ii't.itary opined it, he had been und'-rllood to d< dare the Eafl India Company' 
B.i r..] tlie cot'hi nor himl’df l‘.iy wheihcr this wai the cafe or not, but he had 
f ,id i in a Report of the Right Ilxiir.uiable CJenlleman’s. lpee*.h, at an inn on the 
j 'adtxlnvn. That Report flared the Si i retary tp have made I'ach a detlaralinns 
and the newl’paper was not a parli.il one, and it wjj well kii'iwn not to he .idvcrl'e to 
the Right Hxii'iurablc G';niUin.in. Take it for giantcd, however, that this w.ti a 
iiuilake. Under thi-. iiiiflake, the Co.irt of Diietti'i's jnejiaiv an aiixmii of their 
a'la'i'-, made up jufl as if ihtv v;i r B.inkri pt-. '1 he Right Honour.'ible Secretary 

anfw'ciiil tlie acioiint with gri.it iiig'niniv, and upon that ifltic the Bill proceet^ 
£o that ! he Company, m fi'l, had not bet n i.iirly be.ird, and that llxine were wholly 
in the d.irk as to any ii.f .rnn'.nii the I'oiTpany wem .ihli; to lay before them. Hav¬ 
ing dwell for rcine time on the iiiiprxpi leiv of j'loccediiig under futh circuniflance]Ss 
Mr. l>ntid<ij f.iid, as the King in Ins S, .eclt at the end ol l.ill SdUons, mciuioind the 
.Atfairs of Indi.i, and I'.nd. . w oelJ lie one ol tiie firil luhjeits taken into i on.’dera— 
ti'inwhen Farliament m'- ag-iin, lie v.-i. cntitl.-d to prelume that tin; Right Ho* 
rixurahle Gi nikmai'i b xi o\ . tii'e’m.tdi up Iw.s mind to bis fyfleni, and th.it he 
P'-rfecMv well knew wh.ii that I ;■ < w.is. It would li.ive been fair, tin i—f.re, to 

h.iii. I'iir.mun'i .I'cd tx the L.iii ixiii.i Com, i.iv, by their Chaiiiuan, or through fxiri© 
vther medium, what i!it fjllemv.'a., liiai ilic-y might have prepared themfdvis to 
c'.'ll •! ir.v.ird with a true Hate xt their actouiits ; and to deiend thenifehes againft 
th - Bill whc.i Parliament met. Having fa’d tlijs^ he went into a deta.i of the pro¬ 
ceedings ol the Seciet Committee, and of ihc origin, principle, and purview of the 
Bill which he had brought in lafl year. He dccl.ared the laft Adminillration had 
no h.*iid in fornii'ig it : That it was'di.iwn only by .a few Members of the Secret 
Corriinitiee. He argued upon the piopriety of giving mure power in India to the Go- 
virnment iher-, lailurthanto enlarge the powers here. After going very fully 
f nw.gh this part of his fnhjeil, he c.ime to ih.e confidoration of the prt lent Bill, 
naii'h he ripiobaled, as big with th'’ riuifl alarming eonUnueiices t*i the Conllitution, 
decls'‘ing It created an /wpmaw le Im/’n m ; and fo lav from incrcafng the Infipcnye 
the Crown, did wh.ii was much w'orfe, created a new, inordiiia'c, and tmex— 
ampled liitlucnec, whieli it placed in the hands of the Miuiflcr of the prefeiit day, 
and his party, for five years together. He deferibed the dangerous coafcqucn«e& of 
Inch an influence, and rccoinmended the appoUitment of a new Secrec.iry of State, 
(a Secieiary of Stale for India) as a far preferable mcafure. He declared, he haJ 
rather fee the Mailer of the Shew, than the Puppets he meant to move ; if therefojrp 
Mr. Fox was in fuch an otbcc, he tvas peifuaded the duties of it would be ailir^y 
and urcfully difeharged, and the Public much better ferved than by the feveo £i^ 
pi rors the Right Honourable Gentleman meant fo nominate. 

The S.iLictToH Geni-kai, replied,and turned the atguments of ATr.DundaS;^ontbe. 
Mniifler’i not having given the Eali India Company earlier noiice of his lyflem. 
Upon hinilclf, .alking, whv he had not given the Company due notice of his Bill of 
lalt year ? Mr. M.(u:ilielJ faiJ, the Jwftrim in already cxifled; it was the ' 

Bail 
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In£t Compaflj, according to its prcffni tonftiruiion. Mr. Mansfield! ad(];J 
tOMty other cogent a^uinenib in ivply to Mr. Pund.i'.. 

Mr. T. pi I T made an eloquent dei lanintory I'l’ctih .igainft the prefenl r'^ 

•harging them with having I'oflelVrd iheinr>-l\v^ or jv.-'rrin an vwiwarr.intjblc niar.- 
•eff and declaring, he eonfidered ihepieicnt bill l<> and alarming .lu 

•aCtaikon the liberties of the Subje^, the h'.f't,e»dciue ot Ku! .innir, the prerngj'- 
,'live 01’the Crown, and the princij'lrs of the Conltmnlon, tliat he feared, luth iwa 
the daring violence of his Majeliy's preftr-t fervanti, they -vsc-uld not hop their 
sfefperate hands, till they gave the country its di atli blow. 

, Isortf JoH» Cavendish role with fomr uarmth, and detiaird,, words and af* 
IbreionS delivered with all the ardour of declainatKin, were iKuhei I’lciofs. nor ar- 
goments. When the Bill came to be coolly (onlideieii, the I’Lblic would li'u W'h.it 
■ paitt* had beeit tahen by thole who railed fo much rlainonr againlt it, to confoenrl 
'clicir iudgtuentb, and miilcad their undcillandings. Thr I’.iHw.*'. fuih a rrn-jUi.o- 
'iKOhe iituatiun of aflairs required. All fvflenis mud necellatilv he adapted to the 
fititatioti and circunillanccs ot a country. Nobody but a ihil^ or a iriller 
thinly of continuing the prefent ConJlitution of the India Cojnpanv, and nwl,!. tlmN' 
who tiad aheady proved llieiiile!v.es inadequate to the en.Mgy of Goveiiimrni, tne 
medium «f appl/'ng a new fyflem t» India. There wi-te then but two oj'iloins ; 'I o 
give tlic Crown the appoiniinents, or to nominate in Parliainent to ihetn. 'fiic 
latter W3i ad(i](ted. Whs ? Becaufe it was the moll eHicacious, J?ec.v.i(e tfi'* Kill 
- waa an e.XTerimcnt, and to give the fyftem fair tiial, ii mull neeeFarily be pt T/ni- 
. iMqit for a liifficieni time,' to prove its utility. That could not be done in any oth r 
jSyvay rhan that chofen. It seas riecell'ary alfb for him to remind the HouK, that it 
'■parliament did not pafs ihar adV pr fomr other, for the relief of the Ball liuha 
foompaiiv, within twenty days, the procels muit Ifiue irum the f.XLiiequcr, and the 
goorh ol’^ the Cotitpany be all feized by virtue of an c^rent. }'«>s by that time, ih'' 

• limitation of the Aft of Parlianieiit svoald expire. With leganl m having changed 
Si$ principles, hisLordihip fald, he had never changed-them. Hr had often, in th-s 
eniuril- of a thirty years parliamentary life, found it right to ait wiih dtrtrreni li re 
of men. He had' never dvfcrted others, bnt others had defcrt(^l him; anu thel 
snore than onve, twice, or thiice. Wirb regard to Party, there alw.sy5 n>url and 
would be party ill a fn-e countty. It was infq*aniblc from the n.iturc of our four 
■ftiliuion ( hr had been ajparty man all his life, and fo he fhould coniinuc. There 
was, lU|[wev*'r, An eflVniial difteje^cf Party and Faftion r P.arty was 9 

doftne^tiitn founded on previous confidence; Faftion the cry ol' an hc- 
^t'q^eneous q'polition, without fyUcm, and withoui^cnrmrciion. Thus, iin'Wi''Vir, 
■was an invariable maxim in his pnlitic.'tl'vcreed, that publii men mud Aqurfon theiV 
'public sLarafler, and that the private favour of the PrisKC was not the conlTiiutiona! 
jnoad to oUrc. 


I-Mr. W. PtTT rofr the mcithent Ltri John fat down, and made onr of his rnoft 
• eiciquenl fpeerhes. He condemned the prmcrple.f*f the Bill in tvims of Irvurc rr- 
. grenenltori, .-tScacked the Ct-alition, anU charged Mr. Fo.\ wish .-tdWng with mci, 
S'j^p^ed eiieiz.ics to thot'c principles which the Right HoT>oiir.ib!c <a'jitiiinj-.» 

fp'glo»foi(tl.y-e^erted himfelf in defei-dlng and enforcing, v.ho’'fit-had tirft be- 
'UMi hts politic®! parli.imrcntaiv sari'Ci, AVid had the hoi-nir c4 lighting by Ins 
Ithr-kt ^|be,fKme«»fej acaufe whrthhi* never would aha -d.ni. Mr. Pitl ripped 
usp'f^ne oM Parllatncnwry cvrins; iii>d threw m the tmh of Mr. For, the words 
“Ilfclladufed,, wrhen ibc milutiderltaadlng "jfr" in t*'eHovie feme years hiice 

Vetweco'hitn'aitd .inoiher'Mws^r. Mr. Pitt talked of the fitierty ^tlowcd to the 

OnnWrdtraih''tA meet. nrbnoHl SAtlrndmonrs of the l.iwii. tiii.e4-tnret..t 


•■'Rights and prdj'citrcs were in danger. 

'' ‘laiillSejcovirfe of hi^ Sp«e?h| he'plcd^ij Kimfqlf to being fiM wanl a Phut for iho 
'*ibturr.')^ernmrnr ^f'nnr 1 crritorJal.'Acquifoions, and f«<r tiic. fuHirc manage- 
inent 'of oulf '■i‘ettitorfal’ 'Revenues in India, Icfs likely to creaK' u-.i;vcvf:d''a- 
and difrnay, fcfs' oppreffive; lefs violent, and kfs unconlutu'n.nal j but 
'fat nsore falutary and fale titan tl& Bill then under confid. rat.i.u, Mr. Pitt fald 
he was not then ripe for the mriuion fif the Peoprditioa to v. h., !• h- al'uucd, but l:e 
fledgud hliAftljfi to produce and iVutc it to the Houfe very il c-n , 

" Wrj 
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!?■ r:p I T M!'- r«\- a iq-ly ro aJ/riia ha brca faiJ^agamR the . 

■a-I- IT 11).- I ' .V i”':', .'■'■i liiinic ii, in « Itrain of argument',''ingenuity, aait*^, 

; I'i.’i :'ll f villi ' v''n ii" r.vo atlinirabJi* Sjiefches on tKc fame fubjeft in 

f liv.i: i!,'. Hf Hid llvurijly on Mr. I'm fur his pcribuaiity, and deiired 
r- I-- :i -rjtruft hirn Id tar, as t<i it as:h him in time to check his rifing 

j.iv'..I't Iv t i.!'. rcU-iitiiK'ii; r.i PoliUv.£l i'aiiies betray him into allufifliit to 
'■ iD,. vii 1 >n^ .11 d that had been iiuUe the luujedt of perfonal quarrcL 

:r. - al'.'jllfir , v. t-n- ni. :.ll/ \n’.| ailianiciitary and unwarrantable. For his part, h* 

‘ 1. -jv'.<v:. ti!D..!\hi :t v. licrto forget hiu cmaitici,, than to let political difagrist* 

:i: M i-.ii*,!. i.u • jic’lD'ia! aiiiinolii ., a.id klndb: lUp .a rage, at once 

. i.t' ..ngviw I'.a.. .Mr. ro.’i. alfo rejift'henslej Mr. T. Pitt, for chargie^ 

'i . 1 v. :'i I. i/ti! ti|'oii .the (nivroiiiu'iu. He faid he and Kis colleaguea 

!..i ! )',./(.! >' 0.1 i'.<- I'>1 eiinii(.iu, jiilt as ii Iwd been fciy.ed on a year bemrC|, 
a:.VI !-> I. vvDi'ii, 1.1 on a^.-nil, Viheiievcr they iliould lofe the majority of thh$ 

il". V. J i 1 i'< Mr. M.mni, he laid, if one llarling was bought, he hopei|. 

t'.' -i.i.Lii.v 1.1 tiic- \M>iild iiD'v go lo tar a<> to rei'uic buyingenocHer, thac 

..,i. Ill v.ii' ii.iiMi i.' 11 'll d on CHI h ami of the S,'taker's Ch.Mr, and the Anti-Cu4lio' 

! . v. iiiokid in liu- face as well us the Coiihiion; the latter not being more rtv« 

, ., ...ii.s rl'.in li'T'I'lriiicr. 

Mr. j'-' < laid, lie never would l omplv with the rcqncfl made him by Mr. Martin, 
i-i u -lii-ir ,cil ti'.iurc mentiou of the Marquis of Rockingham's name. Thatno- 
i** .'..vi math l.iiiK uteri bt.stctio.in, ind he lived till now, Mr. Fox falJ, he was 
('ll ..idui wouidh.t'C gnen h's tirm fopport to the Bill, not upon the principle of 
it-, a-, uig .ip.y th'.r.g Jiki ..ii itiv;ifii>n or hetiayal of the Rights of their Conflttiatots, 
but neraule it a iiieafviu’ i..,iiled fur by nrotluty, and jultified by expedient; a 
m .iiaic callnl.it'il to icLcvc the I'hsii India Company from their diftrelSj.to 
l-i.cii* Co tiirin rhi-r ..i/.nii'e inoiio^Hily of rheir Trade to India; to give bappineff .■ 
iii.d falViy to tbiny inillions of fubjev^ls abroad, and lo yell the Gitvernment of 
ovir IViriioioil Aiqu.tiiii.iis, and tlv: m.iuagenunt of our Territorivil Kerc«i 
ni.vs 111 Alia, in fncli h.snd-jj and lul)jei 5 V to-fuch cuntroul at home, as ihouid pre- 
Ir-' vo them tolhi' Country. Mr. Fox defended the Bill In a manner perfrtlly maf* 
terlj ; and li d, l>i ii.llv vjf'in-v^td was he of the -rcfliTiidc of the meafurc, thlC 
In' vV'icl-.i n'qr.t > \ ci y tiii-g it, Wjth regard to the names to be proj-ofed, he 
<b-.d ;'.ri'n'!;> a!i(r uned trorn mcniirmitig theni, that the BiH might reft on its owa 
II:-. r 1 , .ii'd u-i ii- in al'.ne. As a noble KarJ had been alluded lo, he vfould only 
iav, tl ai it i: c i-..iil uf 1 .lliain was lu be end CommilliQner, he did not,mean- 
Id ( ro,.i ff p,ii 1 Hi Hi,eld, Liq. : >r lU'ier. Mr. Fox dirc&ed parts of h» Speech 
rioll ably to vv:...t h.id l.uicu from .Mr. I'uwy ai.d Mr. Dundas, obtaining the cry 
.of Jltatf iiKuc tlian once, at the x.^pl*ncc of each of lh«fe Gentlemen. 

Mr. A<tiiUN m.ide a tart reply, dei-l.<rlng he looked on the Bill to be neithos 
more, nor lefsthan a bargain between the Right Ilonoumble Secretary and his no* 

Me Culleaguc. The nobk Lord at>d he had-agreed, that the Secretary Ihould haV«; 
tluvlire£liun of the Kaft India patronage for the fiift fivse or feven years, and tli« 
jioblc Liiid for cvf-r after. ■ ' 

, Ai length, it bting half paft four in the morning, the'Houle divided. 

Ayes, - 217 

Noes, , lOg 

Majority, I14 J ' , 

The C.sll of the lloufe was then ai'journed by Mr* Pitt till ti|i 

Which lime ihc iioufe ally adjournal. 


♦ V 7 V 
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Wednefdayf December 3, 17B3. 

TheOr<J<rof thr Day {>fing moved, for tliv JiDdfi to irfulu* Iifclf into a 
mittee of the whole Houle, on the Kill in *• vcllmg ihe Atlaiii of the K.ilt 
** India Company in the hands of ccjtain C(imiiiuii(iin.i>^, for the hciufit t-ft’oe 
** Proprietors and the Public,'* the fame was .o^reedio, ar.d tlic motion that tlo' 
Speaker now leave the Chair," bring likcu i'e i uihd, Mr. t>i do looh his fc.it .u tic 
table, when the confiderntion of the pieambJc bfii'g as iilu.’.l i-oIIjoikJ, the Com- 
itiittee proceeded to debate the rlaui’es, and hll up the blanl s. 

The lirrt claufe, as moved to he amended, and as the inotj'-.i '■ .as i irrird, /j 

thr government and nianaj^.rmriit of tlie '1 eintonal i'olh-lUoni, Revem'i's .mdCmn- 
, mrree of the United Ctimpjny of Men hants, trading to the l.all Iiuln- , by the 
Dirrflors and Propricioii I'l the Cc)nip.iny, during iln toniiiu .n.' < i r!.e Ai't. 

The 4 ilank. in thcfvL <nri, which ftates who aic to ht- the Iv'tn Csi.unifl'.or.er?^ 
was filled with the names of 
William Fail Fit;- 
Hon. Frederick Mon>.igo. 

"Right Hon. Gforg-: I.» -■jt, commonly called Lord Lea Ilham, 

Tlon. Groigf Aiijiilhis Noitli. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, K.iit. 

Sir Hem V I'lrteher, B.irt. and 
Robert Gregory, Khp 

And any /{i-n- of t’leiti were vet'fd who thr f-overs and antlioiitics heretofore 
Vfftrd in the U.revlors a-.d Genera! Court of PiripiAior-. 

Mr. Fox ofioiufe nanii'i) tlic CoininilTior'.-rs , hut m propofmg ihi-tn rrfj effivc, 
ly, hr fairly ll.itf d to the Houle the giouiui.. on v, hiiii he iiMiiiiialul e .cii. He 
the whole fcvr'i tl'ii he iboulU propojV, v.-tn- name-, v.hid-, he iruited would 
finieirntly rrccmmriid thcmfelvcs, and not onlv rr-Uitc calumnies throw n »)Ut ag.iit'll 
him inilntHoafe, hm. pr-.vt, that lie looked to .i.i ai-j'nii.'.iii'-nl tif men of iin- 
fjueiliiinable tharaiftrr and integmy, fupeiini to undue iniUienet of any kiiul, or 
that mi-'ht.be attempted from any qo.urer. All of the fevi n, hu; two, hul .'.ucl 
e’ther on the lieirct or Sele^f Coinmittees .appointed bv ihai Ho.iK to ioijicf the Af¬ 
fair- of the Kaft India Comn.'inv, .'ind were iheiefore per' -etjy v..')m.ii-ieui i<itiicgo- 
Veri ru' ni of Indi.a, and the lnuirc ini-nagem*. nt ot iis eon. 1^1'-,. 

\V hen he nami’d Lonl l‘it/'-..ilLsni, t'le name isaiiVd uii.oi-rnoui''.. 

On nominating Mr. M'ii,tag-u, win-, he faid, would, mi hi, ai;vp;.t;-,g the otfue, 
vacate the high place he row held i-.rdcr li's M.i|"ily, Sir Kd.-.ii-l Anl -y mir, and 
fa-.d, neither be, noi any ni.ii., cmilJ hase the !" nt .d'n c:,on t.s Mi. ISii r. .ig-j ; S-.-i 
he wilhetl to know whether he was t-a eontinue to i-.ild isis {’1.11 in l'.4iIi.-nneitt ' 

Mr. Fox faid, it was not then the time to a'k ferh a queiiion . h.-r wheiuvris Ir 
Ihoujtl he thoughr pr<), i - to ni'.vr a Cl.nilc iiifip' ilcliMti m to i I -at ii tli ir Ho,m'.-, 
on the giounn of joy pcri'on'.s hohiing the i-o-.r ol D'rcet'jr of th • Ail.nrs for Jn- 
di.a, he would n-t> *. it with his < bjcctions. J', .-iiijic.ireJ to bmi evers way j-ro]'ei', aiui 
ind.^rd peteifary to confjllcncv, ih.it perfm, a«ihng umii r i l’.ii l;.imentary C-.m- 
miffion, Ihould be Members of Parli.^tnent. In the prefent eat., it w :i.s j-attn ul.irly 
r.rceirary, inHis mind, that ihcf>-''u Commjllioncrs holding, like hi, Majclly’s 
Minifters, high and refpoiiliblt- lilu.itions, dll'- IJ be Mt■^ll>er^ of i-io or othei of 
thr Honfes of Parliaitw*nt, m order, like tin :n, to be d.nly j-i- f.-nv, and thus be¬ 
come liable to daily t:’K,jiry or cenfurr, as the fai.e of thrir ■ oiiduct might render 
requifite.. 

Sir Edward Ast lev could not help diiTi ring from the Right Hon. Gentleman ; 
he talkrd of the Board of Trade and otl.cr public }>- .ird-, aboiithcd by Mr. Bnrke’a 
Blll;r and faid, to what end abolitVi infiucncii^in one or ^wo trilling lulfanccs, if we 
kwreafe it in a larger ? 

Mr. Fo* pointed out the extreme difference of the cafes. 1 he offierrs of the 
Boards abolilhed, held liieir places at tHe pleafure of the Crown, whith g.-ivc the 
Mittitla a conl\pF uiAuence over their The perfons noinuLitcd Directors by 

the 
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Iff-,* E V. U>'‘n i:r.iU*r coi-ri'cratiori, were to be appointed I>ire£tor 5 for a cerlalo. 
T-iii» c,t the Al.i.iUtr tht jcfoic for the lime be u 3 could have no Innueoce 

o.^j ri.i'ii. 

All. J'l. M I'j.d, he ihllihcii the prim iple of the Bill fomucht that he Clicere- 
V. it 'r.i.';!it v.ever ; al’s ipto a law ; bui with regard to (he point in debati^ 

hi agri*. J moil pei tfi'ly )vic:i the Kight Honourablebccretary, and differed entirc- 
Iv lioni hi', IfvJi o.ii.TiU' I'lii-nii, the Homuirdblc Baronet behind him. He thought^ 
oil a great vaiieiof lu^outit-., tiiat inufl be obvious to every Iomt of ihe conflitu- 
tioii, th.it if pei'ions weic to 1)1* appointed, to adt under a Parliamentary cotnmll* 
111. , Mc -.nhci. ol I’ai li.i.m nt'.veie, of all others, the inoft proper to be named in 
ibac Cudimilhon, as th.-y ivould by that means be fubjedl to daily quef\ioit from 
thof*’ oiiihr wftcife aa l.orlty they adted. Mr. Powys faid, he verily believed^ if 
if'.t* Rii'/it lli)iiiii!tabl.-bt\ ii-tary had picked and culled from all the names in the 
naii'iii, h** (oiihl not h.tvi* piii.h.*J upon two, not only ids exceptionable, but every 
x,.’.y til I el'jK’/t.ibh*, ,>iul Jo -.■.■nrthy of the highi.’fl confidence, as the names he had 
pr'ij'iil'-d. Mr. Pow'j*. declared, he Ihould not vote upon anyone of thcelaul'ct be* 
full* tlie t’oiniinltee, 

Mr, Montagu’s name being then unanimouny agreed to, Mr. Fox propofed 
th.Tt >1 I.'.rd L"’.vi(hain, who had been ii)).>n one of the Committees. 

All. .VrtOiN- laid, he .irolc not to object to Lord Lewiiham peifonaily, becaufe 
r.o man had a more jirofoun'l refjiect for the thai atlcr .ind abililies of the noble 
I. .id than he had ; bill b.* wilhed to lay it down as a polilion worth attending to, 
til ii ilviit* Miitl'.ei .v!io h.id been upon Committees of the Houf'e, ought not for 
ill it le.ifoii to be ih‘.':n'*il m.ire eligilde than otht'rs, to oiliees created m confequcnce 
«.r I lie Reports f.uiin.iied by tin l.ii»our ot thole Committees. Jn- other words, he 
it'd not vv ih to have it admitti’ci a*. .1 reafon wliy anv Cieiuleman Ihould be pieicr* 
al>ly ai'poiiitpd to an ojfue, conititnted in confeque.'.ce of the luggeltioiis of a Com* 
tniiti e, fer his having been .1 Member of tli.it Comniiltee, 

.Mr. lephcd, and with I'oine lai'i afm oblerved, time it was rather allrange 
objertioii to the iiobl.* l.niil, te. contend, that he was lei's eligible to be appointed a 
DiivClt.r under a Coiiiin.liion for the better IJovcrn.iieril of India, beeaufe }«e 
knew mere of the fo|.n-el of Indian aft lirs than mall orlu r people could do. 

Mr. iijii.-d, .’nil faiJ, ihe Right Hon. Seeret.iry’s anfs^cl went the 

length of implying, i.ia: in. 1 r perfou knew any thing of Indian affairs but thofe 
wl'io li.H h'en on one lo 01 h'i .f iir- tv.0 C imiuitci-^s, Mr. Arden repeated his far¬ 
mer obfcivation, .ind nid, all he infant w.is, that it ought not to be laid down as j 
rule, that Gentle.iirr, h.aving btfil .Membcis of a Committee who fuggefled anesv 
•lhi.e, were moic prcfei.ible tlmu others, when the nomination of thofe who were 
to aft in fuch o.Tkc* was adiufting; bec.-iuf'e if that were the cafe, every man in 
th.si Houfe, who h.*id a view to .t lucrative or honorary emjdoymenc, would pro* 
t iir^ himfelfto he t in.fen a Member of a Committee likely to pave the way to the 
treat., n of I'lieh cniplo\ mrot. • 

Mr. Bak i K laid, tlure .ippeareU fomethiqg (b contradiftory ip the irmarks juft 
m ide, that he was forry to hear them comi' from his learned Friend j and he thought 
i:u"'».line with a peeuli.ir ill giaco fiomth.it fide of the Houfe. Gentlemen muff 
renn-ndi ;i, that it had been contended over ami over again, in objeftion to the 
{rn'ciple of thr- Bill, that it went to the ellablithmcnt of fuch jt fyflem as Rad 
never iiren hetird of: fnch a iy-ftem as could never has'C entered the brains ^f any 
man ; .i fylfern that nobody could pollibly have gucHed at. After this, it was 
fcaiceiy to be believed, th.it one of the very Gentlemen who ufed fuch arguments, 
Il'O.dJ now contend, that 1 noble Lord was an unfit perfon 10 be a DlreAor, be* 
caufe he had been a Member of a Committee apiiointed three years ago, and which 
O unmittee every man's common frnfe told him, could nor have had Aich a Bill as 
tlu* pielent in tlifir contcinplaiion. 

.’NIr. Akukn rcj lied .igam, and declared, he never had inlimiated that the ncJiIe 
Lir.l propof d, cither w'as now, ot w.is ever, liable to bs influenced by any fuch 
m-.m mot.VC, when he became a .Member of any Ooniinittee. He had m his firft 
/,.'.*..h dcilar. d the very high rcfpvH he entertained for his character,^aud fald then, 

.1" h'.'o i<e m.-'re rep'-aivd, th.it he merely qiadc the remark upon general ground, 
wrid .nut w.lh any paiticuiar applicavion. 


CeDera|( 
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General' SyTTJi fti^ a fr'^'W'ircr, to def.rr, that tli-ifo v, ho af tho c-pr fn or.lsf 
if the ilojfe dedicated their t)tn<" anu attcrtion (u ti r i Lii’hv f.rvhi., >, x'l 

IfarUamentary ContmiUccs, might ii(.t ha^c ai.y in i» 

their conduet. 

' Lord Lewilham’s name then paiTcd niiiinim'isily. 

Previoufly to nominating Colo vl North, Mr. Fox fa'd lu fl ould proi al !v li.-^e 
a laugh at the exprnce ot the Ccalitic-i, '.then he (aine t-, mciit.' ii I'le (Cil r .1; 
■was next a'ooiit to propofe ; that lliouid not, hiwcier, prevent h in l;utn diclii.i.g 
the facisfa^ion he felt, and hoped he (hould eonunue U' lee!, in ai.ki,o tkdging and 
doing juilice to merit, let him nieti wiili it whcir lie migl.i. 

Colonel Notth*i name was unaniinoiilly agried to. 

Mr. Fox laid fomething extremely handtoiue alio <if Sir Tl.nir^ Flcti lier and IMr. 
Gr«ory, whole names weie likewilc unanujioully agieeil ii> 

‘l^e ue.\t alcerauon prupofed was, to v-hange the word t.,'''inivii!iii>'.er to the W'-'d 
X)'r«£lor|-all through the Hill ; an alteration adopted bvM:. h'<>', tomeer the wiii<> 
0 f 'leveral gentlemen who had delivered their opinions n{ion trie Hill, on the •!■■■; s of 
former debate upon it. 

An alteration was alfo made In the third elaufc, wh’ch empowered the Ihreelo's 
to polT’els thrmlclves.of the land,, houles, books, papers, 01 the Comptiny. '1 he 
cld'jfe was mndified, and lefs oftenlivOly worded. 

When the Committ;* caiii&tn the fouith eltiul'e, that appomtlng th.e Fight Al~ 
liHant iJiredtors, Mr. Fox faid, L^was e.nder a l.itle dillicult/; he h id f ertairly 
mentioned his intention of haviVg only Eight AHiltanr ID,r(i.lors, hvt he had hs'•« 
advifed by thofc converfant svith the Coir.panv's atl’aiis, to propoic Nine, lor t!.c 
lAke ofdivid.ng them snto three an<l three, 10 ruj erlntend the diilenni Coixiin.tiec 
and for tlie 11101 e tonveinent dilpalcli ot hulinef-,. He Ihonld theieiViie piO.'ole S;;.., 
and he laid, he had'ielcLtcd them out'nf the naiiu'S of ilioii-, who iithei ti.eu '.vei'-. 
or formcily liad been, in the direction ot tlie 'Ji'nipany’'> .iii.iirh, agiccable lathe 
ad vices of pcrl'ons compeient to im'iirm him epon the Iwoj jcti 

The names propuled to hll up the blan.k. were, 

7 'KoiTias Chciti', Eli]. 

George Cnmiiiing, I'Ho, 

John Harriibn, F.lq, 

Rkhard Hall, Efq. 

Stephen Luli'.ingtcm, liift^, 

John Mitehie, El'q. 

Joliii Smith, Kfq. 

George Tatetn, Efq. and 
Jamb Will.mfon, J-'in. 

Mr. Fo.x laid, he law no panitnlar Crarrin vvhyllr'f'’ AlTlAant Direftors 
not be Membf's of Parli.-inn ni, and tlurcfore h.- had not [lop'jfecl any clajle de- 
cloting an AtVirtmt Dui-cI t incipahlc <<1 , a feai 111 dial Hojfe. 

Mr. llussiiv delireJ the Right Hoiiour.f.ilc Suretaiy to rcvi.lve the matter :n 
hi.s mind, and .•tfheJ him if lie could afli • any n -ifon to llirwj.itiat M<oniiei-. uf 
Parliament wo'uJd make in-tier Aliiiiant i'reolors than oiI.m- ine'^. Mr. Hudi-y 


declared his thorough apprwbatio.n ul the il lis it ii.od, he U d, iiei n tailed a boM 
HReafure, but. 4 toW 3 S pirfuaderf, India lOi.Ul be f.ivcd at .ill, it muhi oe'y he by 
bold mcafurrs. He wiihrd, Imwev 1, 10 univmcc ihe piii'i'i , th l hi-. MajelU's 
IVIiniders and Parliament Vof*'deterii.".lied to ’ with purity auil with vigour, and 
therefore, he laid, if the Honourable Setictarv did dot, hew old propofe a i.'feure- 


o.» bringing up the Report, lo declare the hoi* .ng theoflicc ot .m Alhdani Director 
incompatible with the holding a feat in that 

Mr. Fox faid, whenever luch a cla’ifc \v.a;. ottered, he v,--nld meet it, and argue 
A? its proper grounds. He then faid, dial with leg.oril to laying the Seven 
iDirciWs. and Kinc Alfiftants, his owi c>p.n!./a, he would faiily lay, was moft 
de.'idcilLy forgiving them all fixed and knos.-.'. f.ilarics. 'Fhai.-howevcr, he had given 


amounted 
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in'. vr.tc'J tl'rp'- tJi. vD.r.d a-\i‘3r ; tl,nc was bfliclf, a taMfc, 8rc.prSvtijH}*f&lf 

t.. ."1, :'i. . j -ii.t-' i .iiii-'kiiiiiti to .ilt'iot t50cl. iiturtii ib that in th-s ss'hulty 

V'. i.iti.t ciriu tUdiiand a-vcar. He meant to jiro- 

i" '. (ii tl (..i.h oj ,'i>, A'lii.i till {jiould liavi cool, por annum, svhich 

•'' t ..i .iiniiiiif to . ]. Jo t!iai ilie would lavi: nr«r lour th'uufand a-year. 

ti|.‘ C’oniuiiii.i.-iici'. v.crr [ till at all, the PuMIt, and not the CoinpaiiVj nought to 

IJ' I'l-:!!. 

Sir Wm r ISM I'o-i iti \ faid, he hoj'«*d the R’j^ht ITonouiaWi- Gti>tUnian wou]d 
.1 1 j! iiy r<’i‘ ih in, 'I'h.it u idle to i-spect the Puhlit. (houJd be fejvecl 
liir r"! ji'i'.i'; ,iiui 111 l"s o;'"' nuih th** wilelt way would be to nivr tlv Seven 
Dir-rh'is tixid lai.u e.or i J. or i j'loli a-year r.ith, or foiiicthing haiuifuciie, but 
at .''IV late ibnu I'ni't- d-•'i'niiiate. 

* I 

J he t irtlier i eii'i't.a’ .n ot !!<■ niatiei v.as tlien w.ivtri,. and the (.'oiniiiiitec 
;'r I e, I'l'd lo hll t.|’ ihe oiiu r Five Directors were einpoweied to remove 

tud ililj'laic an Aliil' ini D,lector, who ihoulJ uj'oii cquiiy, and after es.uninatmn* 
S; i.^ iM -n trend g,, !ty ol nc^le.*t ot doty, or a wiluil dilobedicnee ot' order.; bac 
the Ki’. e arc to enter thoir realoiis tor lb icmoving tbch Alhllant D.reAor, in rheir 
j'jurn.i's. 

r.ord Fi;/william was appointed Chairman of the Seven Direftors, and Mr. Mm- 


tar,..‘ C’h.ijimaii. 

>< ■< pel lull is to he .1 DlivcV'ir, or Aihflaiic DireiStor, ag-iinll whom, the charge cf 
c.'ii 'pi pt:u'ti>'e, pi-ciil.aioh, or oj.'i-reiiion k.f the native;, of India lhall appeal on the 
iiei'idsr,! the fonipai'. I"'.) X*" ■ u i'oir the time "f his noiiiinatjoii, or ihall he 
wi.,d.* upon oath befor" me Dii.vtoi t;i-jv.-rrs bci'n’' the faiJ nomination, uutiJ. the 
D'rcftor., or a-.y llii-'e < f tium, Ih.nil h.ive f.tinim-d into the fann-. end lliall have 
«(i.l.irfil upon r;.'th tieinrc hn Majeliy in Countii, lliat they in their ctMillifULC be- 
l.eti- Ill'Ii pcrlbn i.'.: P,..;'ty ol ihe I'mii ih.irgc. 

Ni pirl’o.n ill iJiw oi the Company, eitlicr r.^w o'-Irretoforc, lhall be 

cap„pje ut btnig a Diuctwi,. ut iVIb.latit DiieCtoi, till a.l^r he had l-iii India full 


two Vr .11 s. 


'1 Ilf Di 'ictof ioi,*y .1 ftatr of the Company** Aft'airs be/ore the Company, once 
n; I Vfiy ft\ iTioni (e. 

1 he 11 uite, t'oiii.dJ!*.;^ me Pifpiiewis tiom holding any other meeting than twice 
a-yoar, was given e., .md ; 1 . ah hy .Mr. box, to rneci the w.lhs'j of the Pru- 


§f! rioi 

11 ,c DircClo' S .ire to lay an a t-e.r-t of the ijtoduc; of the Tcrritori.il, and other 
Rovj'iiu.'-;'. ot the C'jm,..a.s, and aifo Klbrnate. ot thr Civil, MUitaiy, and Naval 
Fflablilhtrieiits, tog' ti.v.1 w.rh a ll.itc of the bond, and other tlebr',, l>elou* both 
Houles of l*arliaiiient, w.tiun J.iyj .iftce Parh.'ment meets each Seliinus. 

The preaiivlile to the elaule. page 7, of the p'r.ntcd Bill, on the fubjeft of the 
Mkiniunagtuient of the C< injuuiy lias iiig anlVii fioui neglcit of the Directors, itt 
nut I'v.iiiiiHhig c!i.ii'n“S rr.inliii iieJ them agaiuil their leivantf. ahro.tJ, is Ihuclt out; 
but the Directors aie i>bi,g<-.i to examine into fach charges in futute, within /ivcKty 
</..’>! all r tiiev aif !■ 1 e;vnt I j Iji'-'II. 

'I !u' Diii'iftois 01.’ oblig d to return .miVet to the Governor Geneial and Coun¬ 
cil, aiiv mui.'i r(.ijUi!ii,g their opinion .1; direction, within //jne iKonthi iiint 
rt.i .v,.,y li.c litt'1. r.ijp.i.iig i.hc ijine. * , 

Tlr<i Due.ior. to iirni a J<cirJ, 

All t.oir r,A.Md<.iii..' of the DiKCtor:;, With all peifons in the ferviic of the Com¬ 
pany, to b.’ Ii|jn.;d hy the Sw. raan, by order otthe Board. 

'ti.e . 4 ift iJ belli foiLC for J'.ut years, from tlic taut of the Bjii’s receiving the 
Royal .Allcnt. 

Mr. Fo*pio[w(fd five vests, but faid, he did fii, becaulc he miift propife Ibnue 
fla.d pct:('d> as the mo.Vr oL the Bill; fliould a, howeier, hereafter ai>|x:ar to bc- 
Cli.- will of many Ocntlemeii t.iiiave it limited to a ihoiier pi-riod, he Mould fubmir. 

S,i VViLLiAM DoLu^^' deelased he wilhcd it to he as lliort as polfible. He ap- 
{K-./eJ the Bill entiicljr, and m as to e.infidrnt of the integrity and ability of the per- 
thi", ii.uneJ ra-Diivcioii .le.d Atiillani D’tvctors. that he was tiady to trul>.them fdr 
t 1; hot t\.* i.e.. iilu h;f. w.Ili J the fill; to be iimiifd to three yeara t if it lucceedtd, 
he r’.a'. I'lt ■, b. ..Ji, th- .luce jeats cx^’ red, a amch Iwiger period would readily be 

grantedj 
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more e^clxlly as it is profcir(>(lly a Bill of experiment, hr thought 
j j wfe years a period long enough for trial. 

Fox faid, he would take the medium, and nained/sio j'car:-, which propofi * 
l^fea was acceded ta 


-'■Mr. DaMrsTEli faid, he feared India wa*. not to be laved j but if any thing could 
lie verily believed this Bill would. Mouilhcd, hovccccr, if it lould be donc^ 
i^bout violating the Common Law of Kn^Jaiul, that :i claule \v.ts nuruduced tor 
.^ohUlhing tome Ibrt of a-Civil JurifdkLoii, and veiling it in the Directors, if it 
no-farther than enabling them to levy Hues on dt lin^ucnt'j, under their autho- 
^ytrhut atthe fame time leaving an appeal to the Courts ot L.iw, and to I'arliamcnt^ 


• open. 

■ 'TheSotrerroR CrtrrRAt. brought up an additional (.hiufe, and Mr. Fox brought 
.nptyvo, fmc of them for allowing a Salary of 50CI. />tt iim. to Cjch Aliu'.ant Director^ 
to be paid by the Compane. 

Having g<ine through the Bill, the Chairiiun was ordered to report the AmenJ- 
' ateats to the Houfe. 

.‘\Tbc Houie being refumed, Mr. Fox moved, that Ihc Rcjs>rt be immediately re¬ 
vived. Mr. Fox laid, he did not make this Motion with a view lu giin .my advan- 
.t^e, hoc merely in orddr to nixive, th.it the Rejvirt be piinled, as lie inrcnded to 
move that the Report be taken Into eonlider.ition ivext Fiiday j and if it ihould then be 
a^eed to by tlio Houfe, he defigned to move that it be read a thirdtime on Monday 
;pext.' He Ibid, be gave this fair noticcj irt"order that Gentlemen who willied yet to 
vppofeit, mi^ht know when the general merits of it would properly come under con- 
fi^ratjon. 

/i'he Motion being carried, the Report was brought upf and ordered to be printed 
Cffthe life of the Members. 


Fiidayy Decetuhr 5 , 1783 * 

;Th*^OpJee of the Day being read, for the H'oufe to take into cotifidcration the 
jftepqjt of the Conimittee on the Bill for “ vetting the Affairs of tl.cEaft IndiaCom- 
■f*'jufty*in the hands of certain Cpnimiffinners, for the bcnelir of ihe trjprieiors aittl 
■"'■f'-ihe-Fublic,^’ the Houfc'^proiceded to confjder the Report accoid.nply. 

When they came to the claufe in which the AffirtaOt Diriftors are viomir.atcd, 
Bfe. Secretary Fox rofeto offer his ideas on a fiibjeil that had been fuggttted lu the 
■ i^jCKretnfttee of'l^ Wcdpeiyayyrefptctiiig the Nine Affiflant Directors. An Hoiv'ur- 
Genckma^Mr. Hulfcy) had promifed to bring in a claufe to prevent any of the 
Afflftant Direflors from fitting in parliament. The prii*i iplc» on which the claufe 
. svfted had, already been me’itioifcd j and they ap)->car«d te him not very hibttantial* 
w«i.^dt_anc of the Allittaut Dtreftors who fat inthai. Houfe ^ he wasthcrelore 
'^e only oap who umid feel Uu. forpe of the ubjedtions that might be iflade to the 

• meafUte.*-—-He was Very'fure that no Gentleman could Jay aru- thing to his charge, 
. which hw,needed to bealhamed. AsaMember of that Houle, he had aluayscou* 

jhvtt^ himli^'WTfirmuch propriety ; and his character out of doors was no leis inhia 
. hdvoun If the j^^&fhcKtd think proper to pruhibitthe Alf 'lant Directors from lie- 
ting in Farharaent, 'he (hoald readily fubniit to their determination : But as no fuch 
pzohibkion liad yet takes ^ace, there could be nothing ainifs m his propofmg a plter 
that Trad rncurred, and which ise Knew to be founded on good rrafon. The plan he- 
meant was in its nature ft jirodp'^is'C one ; and the t;enor of it was, that if the Houfe 
i^uld think proper to preclude the Affittant Diredtors from being Members of Prr- 
by a claufe to be row made, that the Gentleman (Mr. Wilkinfon) who was 
' immmHate object of it,ihould be excepted; chat he Ihould be allowed to re- 

.i^‘Jl^^^iWi'''w^di'he,hadnUcd with fo much refpeA; but that all the other pre- 

• 'jriH 9 ';; 43 i^ut'Djredfcfts, and ail that might hereafter be appointed, lliould be pre- 

. 1 ^^^' fadv a privilege. The Honourable Gentleman, he knew, would much 

. hia feat tha|i. his'new appointment. If he fhould be pievcnted from en¬ 
joy oace, he (Mr. Ftifx) would then try to ttnd a jnper perfen to fncceed 

him* 
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li'iniy tVo'jgli ht re»lly ilrffalred of finding one fo fuUy qualified ftrTbe'ol!fee4sfR|^‘;' 
coni'<iifctly was. , . 

Mr. \Vii.K!Nsn?r laid, that if it appeared to the 

th.ar his In'lding both privileges would be a bad precedent, 6r if it Ibould He Xo^efS|«d-. 
that Ills hr ng in the Hunl'e, while a Dircdtoruf the Affairs of India, xnaghc .bfe tiiat 
iiiiai's 1)1 promoting an undue Intluencr, he iKould readily fabotic toiee his uattM' 
eralcd lr»m tin* llll of Alhllant Direftors.' 

Ml. A>i MPS Tf.R laid, the lori ol coniproinlfe piropofcd had fo completely hit hb: 
innul, that he hoped theic would not be the lealtdilBculty in acceding to it. ffeowued^ 
he came down to ihat lioul'e with an intention to fuj'port a Dilqualification CJaH'je;" 
but knowing, as he did, that there was not a more upright or independent MedabeT'- 
of that Alfcmbly than the Honourable Geiulmau who had juft fat down, he had a . ■ 
thorough contidcnci- in him, and lliould not in theleaft fcruple to trufthim ina litutN 
tioii, 11 ) uhiih all men were not equally to be tnifted. 

Sir Wit.mam Dolhi'n reminded the Houfe, that the number of the Afiiftant Di4 
rectors had ixm irvcie.iled linee the Bill was introduced. Xt therefore became nc- 
leil'ary that the Houle lliould aci cautioully { but ac the lame time, as the Ailiftantr. 
liircctors weru lo have the whole cootinercial concerns of the Company in theif 
hands, he thought, ii a Difqualitioation Claule was moved, it lht.»uld contain anru- 
reption, and allow two at l^-ail of the nine to have feats in that Houfe. Sir Williata 
ftating the cKtremc diH'erence between putt ng queiUons to a Member in his {dace, 
and ev.tmining a perfun at the Bar. A variety of occahons might occur, when ic- 
would be a deli table thing to have an Adillant Director'prefent j upon this accuost 
he ho|ied, the him he had thrown out would meet with fome attention. 

'I’hc Houle proceeded to read the fcvcral Amendments; and having gone through.' ' 
the whole of the Bill, (he Speaker announced it to be the fit moment furpropofing' 
newdaufrS. 

Mr. Hussey then rofe, and faid, he meant to propofe a general DifqualifiMtiitt 
CKhuIo, with regard to the AflilUnt Directors; and at the time that he did fo, he 
begged the Houle to know, that there was not in cxjftence a Geiitlemaii of who^. 
independence and integrity he had a higher opinion, than the Monourahlc Member' 
■whole name Hood in ti e lift of Alfi/lant Dircclors, with which the Claufe was atprC', 
fent filled up; but the Hill he mull call a violent, though a faluury meafurc; iikt’ 
althuugh he fully .sdmiited the Neceility of the violence of the meafurc, and meant t» 
voce fur it, yet that Houfe ought to guard fuch a Bill as much as potfible. In doing 
fo, he was perfuaded tliey would belt dilchargc their duty to the Public, and preferve> 
the independence of Parliament: Nor could he fee that there was any thing fo extra* ‘ 
ordin.iry, ornnreafonable in enacting, that no perfon holding the othre of AlliftanC 
Pircflor lliould be capable of fitting in that Houle. They had done as much in vari¬ 
ous inlUnces; the Commilfioners q 1 the Cuftoms, of the Excife, and of the Navy> 
Board, were all difqualified. The reafon was obvious ; to prevent ihofc Gcntlemeis 
lieittg influenced in their votes. He thought it to the fulX'as nc-ceirary tb guard againlb; 
unduc^infiuence in the prefent^ inftanpe; and therefore as a Claufe’ of Dt^ual>fication- 
ought undoubtedly to reft on general gro'uuds, and neither louli'retroljicdiiv'ely 
profpeAivcly, with a view to the fituation of any particular individual, he had one 
his hand which he moved for leave to bring up. ’ i 

General SMiTH'faid, if Mr. Wilkinfon was excluded, hs thyuld certainly rot#, 
againft the Claufe. • 

Mr. Hvssf.y fpokc to a point of order. He wllhed to know whether (he confide^*' 
ration of his Claufe could bv brought in after the Amendments that had been made w 
the diftereut parrs of the Bill. , ‘ - r 

The Speaker told him it certainly might. After the Amendments had bden 
made, and the Clerk had come to the article of the Bill which refpeAed the Affiftaot' 
DireAors. ' i/ 

Mr. Hussey then entered into the mepics of the Claufe he had propoled, at con-' 
liderable length. He faid theadmifiioh of the Aiiiftant Diredora in Parliqrn^pt'wool^^ ■ 
he attended with very unhappy coiifequences. It was'an unprecedcntciP whidi 
Gentlemen ought to regard with a fufpicious eye. The employment contwed witl^- r,' 
(heir i>n)p;r doty demanded a deal of attention, and could not be firoperly conduft^^' 
wh^ri- there was a dlftriAion of thought. The refehrehes conncAed witla.pplirie^^^ 
were alfo fuch oa required ind^ftry and application} and from their- very tiatu^ 
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'ttr tYtt'Suft «n4 orderly arraoEc.'nrr.t of commercjal concern'. Ir 

thought to the Right S'-i. rcu/y tn be dvj<rivccl of fu'.h .lit 

iof intcrell'in i^drlianicfli> 3% the a'lini'iMP. :n ail ihv I>iicctor:i muR have 
him- If* dUdctl bc,.^i ihc lormar had been Manbci:;, wc Ihny!-! 

MQl aemr have been tjrogbI«4«mh the Bill before ub : o: >»hiv.h all good men mufb 
^ifintertain »n unfavourab^Ji^hion. Mr. 1 Jnircy di JaicJ; iipon his (.unle:cnc<-» that. 
It was not tliruugh a Ijimt efoppofition that he trnab'.id the Houle with I'cticmiciu > 
4i$;X«nt from thoic whidh inme others had givrn i:p<>n the lame fubjed, but from 
l^ofe motives hr hadurged^ and otliers ot a l.ni.lar nature, 

• jfeenei^al Smith rofe, and inniUd U|>on ben g neaid. Ho tlion ftt himfolf to rc- 
Mlfa the alfertinn: of the G<‘iHlcrRin wriofj>(>k.r lad, H« dt no d that the reception of 
tbe Direetojrs imo parliament would be unprecedenrod. !{•' coald infiancc Boards of 
jQijnaland'grtiaMT dignit/j the bnfinels of wIiilIi rci^uired t apfduation and la* 
'and yet the Mct|i{Krs of chHc were at that time fming in Parliaiiimc. He did 
deny ,that the occupations at the Directors would ncreihinly be great, hot liiolc 
.Ilfho h'ftdhitherto been in rhe Diretlion were fomctitnrs Members a and why nii ght 
jilbc,^^ofd,aho were now ap]>oiiued cnjyy rhe tunc honour? It hml been faiil, that if 
,'$he fete Dirciftors hud all been Members, there would have Iseeii noiwcd ol the pie- 
.Sill r'He admitted the Parian : but on very different gnvunds from thofe 
Ijgfe'thc ,Centle:rt 4 r. who projajlcd the Clar.fe had reltcd it. His reafons for .m- 
tiugit wo;, xhat the d>;reitluiu would have been iscuer informed in their duty, by 
|Iag.cou.verlaut.'wfthPacll3in£nt.ary Men. 

JW*cK-WoRT!t*coi»ld not difeover the Icaft Ibadow of reafor in any 
djifili^thh-Honourahle GeniU-nian bad luft laid. He h^d no Idea of dn lainatinn on lo 
:wi6wa afubjeifi; J|ur was declamation by any m.^ns comisetcnt to the lubverlion of 
to)'i3w“ What his HunnurabJi^FriuHd^Mr. H i'fey) htc liid^ -.vas jult and iiibliantiaJ ; 

could elude its. farce : Ho ftirnfelf knew, .as well as any mao, tlie duties ot k 
Q tredor; and he aUb knew the duties of a Member of Parliament, Either u as luf. 
tor the eb»ulertfiiieiK of anv mau^ orovided he dlRhargedhis duty lonfcirntiour. 
The PirftRors ^ad^formeily been twentyilwo i]> numbei-,~.now they are nine ; 
‘ailnd t}kat luKty did not prumllc any additional refpUe to them. It was not to be dc* 
gird, jihat tfto IMjciuhers of certain retpecbalile Boards had feats in Pa iiament : tluc 
that cohlvK^ation did notjweigh much in the eaie heiure him ; it was the naluie and 
'tfctttnt of the cnipi'Wment that ought to detern»itH: fuch things. The Commiirioners 
■ ^Cuft<i)tRS, 4cc. had been excluded'fr'im Parliainimt; and, for a limiUr realon, he 
th^t, the Adiftaat Directors oaght to au to too. 

Mt' O^SLow Ipokc agailnft the tlanfc.' 

Mr. Wrt.s.I^•so^ ttUd he was very ibrrv to Ice the Houfctakim* fo iniicli trouble 
i^boot a-tbirg in wh'.h he was coi)> eriird. It wjs not hi‘> whh tl.ti ihi* eltabJiihi*d 
f^lfs Ihoitld iv tranfgr.:iftd on his account. He tlicrefore beggnl that his name might 
his lorsttched.from the hll of UirciSors.—^Tht* Houfc feemed vcfy I'cniiblc of the merit 

lipiley's CUhIs was again read, and 

agrcii^Kv- 

•• additional tlaull's f 


■. Mr. MaKartkfcD, &>ricit6r*r«'Her8l, then propofed io' < 
.m the Itmngeft r. inis|ethat the Company w'. i'< 


.m tne luongejt r. inis|et.*iat tne i,R>inpany w'. i'< tu keep thejr exclnfive 
frade'ld'ih^ tauti<>!elW, and ihjt all th..r pro|ivrty was to be held in truR for theif 
lenclit jmd'advafitajfe ^ anoiHcr to reft.ain the Genera) C.'.. irt hf Fl^rietors from^ 
VK'<‘iihg.<»|t)j^^than ob«^ Utrvery thive nvonrhs. He ob)lrvi,e, that fw'-ciueiir Gene* 
*») Meetrt^'IW’w* atways improper; and as they would draw the attention of tlir Di-' 
gpilorit frbrw ilw: im^artani duties ot tlieir proper Aations, Un v ouglu to be limited*. 
ILle theRtforepfo|.oled^ chat thii:Fruprx‘tors!houldbcad:ow.-d to ciiUonly one Meeting 
ift-thi ibA'C nioi»1|i»i 

thnnEbt M«d deprive'menyif the free loin of coafultinr 

' "t'lilei'' t>'*>'ti _8ffairs. .yWaa t* 'meafti that the Pvoj^rierora ftinuld never be adlowAv 
%bje, except once m Ac tbretr Sionths* to fettle any kdincis that might b« ni - 
I k- and if thhir nviCtings vksi; cq be £> rarc^ were they to be allowiSlixr adjourn *' 
the learRnd>G<tttkirMm, wirh^omltc had uften voted, and' 
sy 4 ai^provetl, aa being {wculiarlyattentive to liberty of ading ifi 
j tiiouid now become ike inftrument of robbing men of the tnoft 
frecdoHi, the ftCcdoitt of looking after their own aflairsv He likc- 
iMr* y.oh lud, bad fonnerly piovlaiined it t» bt: the right of 

every 
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/every man to mret when and where he p]eaf*d, tocoolider hlft O'fcJf C01tcn!i6if . ^ 

vvu\ pi'filic tiinteriJ. 'I Ins clauU* was a direct contradieUcm to'Ch|kt';^9lt<>C'I»l^psia^K|K^ 
R'lii am iii'itfU m the moll Utf[iciaic act ol dcfpotilin he had evA hcwd of» 

All. F I', who had tmik-il at the noble Lord's lieat» rofe with gfjilit ca2mnefi^«q^ 
f'.it'i, rh.' j.ii)g,i>3ae tie had held foimerlv was « language h« wa».r«a4y toJiakt agl^ - 
I', s '. I; if •v( 3 haiJ a right to m :el when am! wliere they plea£bd^ to ConAdcr cbhir^Ofra.CQAgM 
I [< , III- i'ii‘3 lonu'ins (<t (he Publie ; nor did the claiMo m (lUMsilipn controvert di»t' 
j*' >iM,r)iirin. The Proprietors of the hall India Comi>an.y aM!et, -Mi!hui.ebn^t ■ 

svhi-iv they pl^’afcd, and as often us they pleafed. The ehtafit t^crel^ reftrauusd rh*^.t 
fii.m meeting oftci ■ than oiiec in ihrct* months, as a Geoentl Gpnn; frftn jsieetiftjgi 
in tlicir C(ir|ifir.iie , icity (<> harrafs the Dire^ors^ and keep ciiem attendizitf 
them, when thi y migiii he much ln-iter employed^ and thus delfiy and imj3e<fc b«{6«|','’. 
net's, li-.jt renuii'edccilionanddifpauh. Mr. P'ux {declared, his wilhhadbcfil^t''. 
that the (.Je.v ral Court of Propiictors qught have been left .at large^ to aflcqiblfi 
efie!'. .1 they thought pio; er; but the inconvenience antiiemhatrallhlcnt vyhich it hadt? 
been dat'.d to it, 41 , ch- ule of fncli a power ini^ht give rile to in the future cohduft'qf'^ 
the Cl 111 ,'my s Atlairs, w.re lullicicot.tp convince hjra pf the propri(;ty of adopting** < 
cliKih-i;i e that uhieli had biriijult propolcd by his learned Friiiiid, . > 

The SutiL-iToR Gkni:.hal rolc agpln jtp elucidate thejTul^c^ but Ije dldno^,' 
giec full fatisfaclion to 

Loid Maxon, who inveigled llrongly ^gainft the laftingement of.thc-il^bditiet^ ' 
t’lie nation, particularly of the Proprietors, which the infamous l^U thpn penUUs, 
hui brought abf>ut. Hr was very warm, and ridiculed the idea (^limiting the Pretfi^ 
tprjcturs to lour class iu the year, fur conJidering of their own extenfive |n^ icnpatl^^ 
taut foucerns. * 

Lord North laid, that the claufe did not properly come under the-title .of r^i|^ 
fi 1 lelimi. It was not to oonfuie the meeting of the Proprietors to four rnwtJngs 
y'-ai, for they might meet when and where they thole. It was rather tnteade((>^lK^ 
unlige, than reftrain them from meetitig; for it implied four meetings in the.yeaj^ ^ 
?r which they were jU tu be prefent. He thought the uolde Lord’s ze^l and wanj^t 
might have been direfted in a ijsure worthy and,commendaUc maimer. .1 J^Htr 
was agiccd to. , ' ; 

-Sir WtujLiAM Doi,u-r.*'. fiid, he wilhed the Bill had given Ibine powersojFret^f,., 
dering the feven fuperinr Diruiitors amenable to other puuilhment that of alei!^' 
ri-moval. The tiiul confided to their mai'.igctnent was of the uiqioll iinportao«:^i; 
and fij large an ext-K ife of (lowcr ought to be accon^'ametl with adeqn.ste povt^~ 

Ilf rrllraint, lodged eirhcr in that Husitc, or m thc Courts j^f Jullice. He declarjl4|>7 
he had a ihoreugh mntideqcc in the feven Direitors, but he fpoke <>n tht geHe^oL-' 
,f-rini iple of the inlVtetieu. ‘He approved the Bill exceedingly, and he meant to give' 
it his utintdl luppo r. He could not, howev'ef, but think it t^ctent in the poiiie ‘ 
to whiih he alluded, and he inufl o-wn he thought it difgcaccd by thentifer^^ - 
claufe that had been moved, for allowing the General^ourt dfPTefvitd;b8s ^ 

four times a year. I'qr wliat purppfe were they to n^eet 1, |4ke 'the /kfilA'act x 
rectors, the drudges of the Bill, they might meet, 'hot to conli^^ 
the Company, but to confider their own infignificance. • > , r 

Mr, Fox fiiid, he was forry to find that the Honourable Baronet 
in that i%>int of view. Moll undoubtedly it was not tbe true point of ** 

vrith regard to the Diredlors not being amenable to pumfhqaeAt,''other tbaa ' 
removal, or with regard t6 the meetings of the Gqaeral-C^rt of'Pmptietoi 
feven Diredors being in'high public trail, they'M(M(iaa.ana^bie to .th** 
their country for corruptioi^ oc «ay other malverfatiotii ai <auy 
CiowR; and even if the offence were fuch, that the -Jaws eould' oM jijnew 

were anftrerable to Parliament, and lUbIe-*to parliaowmdry 
regard to the meetinga of the Court of Proprietors, theic nwe<itm,,be^hly/yi^re' 
nut iniigniiicant. At fuch meet'mgs they had authority to ciiqawb: 
their afiairs j and if there Ihould- appear leafenable gioueda'«f-<»mpU{lt^ 01^] 

againft the I>ire0i>r5, ih'--- 

and addrefs his Majefty, 

and delirintt that an irai---- _ 

were not inrignilicaiu, but impertut pnrpofts.{ and fo 

pear, vflwn duly conf)dere4» -* f 
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Stf WiiHAM Dot* EM faid, the Right Honourable Gentleman hid given hI(H 

« cat fleafurc. He was hanpy to hear there wcie other means ot punilhing tho 
iredtors in cafe of delinquency, than the fingle one of r*tnoval. Gutter the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's explanation, he Ihould reft perfectly latished. 

.'The Solicitor Geniral read the oath that the new Directors are to take 
|Hi being admitted to their oilices. 

. Sir Herbert Mackworih ridiculed it as bting too inexpreflive, and too limited ; 
lie called it an inmet^ ^th. He faid, an oath that was to bind men to fuch mo- 
tnentous duties, ought to have been cxpre.ied in the llrongell apd moft finking 
language. Tbc oath ought to have been fo conceived and I'o worded, as to have 
touched the feelings of the moft unconfcicntious man. 

Mr. Fox faidf the perfon taking the oath, bound hlmfelf in a very folcmn man¬ 
ner, to be juft and upright in the dlfcharge of his 1'evtT.il duties; and that, he 
thought, comprehended a gr^ac deaL The oath that had bn-n drawn was as ph nary 
and forcible, as the nature of the cafe fecmed to require ; put he would ircely own, 
tie did hot thinkotiicial oaths the beft lecurlty the Public had for a due dihh.trge of 
official duty. He then |>oiiUed out the other ftrongcr tie^, tint bound nun in Itigh 
£tuations to act juftlj' by ilie People, and honouribly to ilu-infelves. 

'I Xiord Mahon adverted to a m>ftake which the Soliriior-Gei’enl had made in forne 
pf his calculations ; and he rejoiced to think that there was fiu h a mil'iaV e in the Tlill i 
}k hoped there were many more in it. It was its imperfcvtiens oniy that eoold 
procure it its due treatment < with a few more fuch blunders it might be rejected in 
the Upjier Houie, and that w-is what he carncftly wilhed to happen- 

The Solicitor Glnikal faid, his wilhes and his endeavours for the Bill 
fhould be different: He Ihould ft rive that it might meet its juft fate; but it could 
do fo only by appearing before their LorcUhips devoid of the errors his Lonilhip 
mentioned. 

Sir William Dolken took a view of the ftate of the Atiiftant Diiyctors. H<j 
faw them ftripped of honours which they might have enjoyed, had they not been 
preferred to that offiefc; and he faw them overwhelmed woih buiinefs ; with nothing 
Wt, but to conterapiaie their fervilc and degraded tituation. 

.''Mr. SdoTT made fome obfervations on the limit.siiMU of the Directors' power 
with regard to fhipping. They had it much in their {■ower to ait irnpamallv or un¬ 
fairly svith refjHTCt to the voyages they granted to Cominandi rs. This, therefore, 
^Ibould have licen f|iecified in the oath. 

'' After much ntore loofe convrrfation, and various vvibal .•'in-ndiTi''nt5 had be«^ 

' propofed ■ and agreed to, the Houfe got through the bulintfs, and the iitU was or* 
dered to be read a third time next Monday. 


Monday, December 8, 1783. 

*■ ■•Mr. Fo* Bav'mg moved rhe Order of the Day, Lou'. Mahok rofr, and faid, he 
vdfhcd presKoufly to prcl'rin a Peiuion. Mr. Fox immed. l ely conlenteJ to withdraw 
htanaotmn. .His Lordfliip then fiated, that he hcldin ins hand a Petition againft the 
Bail 'then about to be p-mpofed to be read a tlfrd time ; a Bill the molt Infamous and 
abominate, t^tliad been at any time produced in that Honfr. Had it bccoinc an 
Adl.of Parliament, his l.«)rdthip faid, hus ref; cA for the Xegitlatnre would nerdfarily 
IiBve iniiuctd him to fseak of the Bn! in kTs harlh tcnii* ; but in that fiage of it he was 
p^fedUy orderly, in4>eft'owing on it rhofe q^ijChcts he bad ufed; nor did he know any 
tw fevere thi^ could* pofiibly be applied to it. His lordlhip-theu oblcrved, that the 
Kight Honouiwie jbSbretary had elain^d the fupport and conhdcncc of the i^ll, not 
o^cuount of his oirtt'cbatafler, but in coufequence of his difiinguilked and powerful 
cpftiiesions ;"H« had Bated himfelf to be the leader of a great armvi the right 
iniag difwlMrix. he had boafted, to have been commanded by the noble Lord at the 
Bbtehequer, and the Poke ofDevonthire, two noblemen of whom he tlioiight 
.'verylu^y, thtyt^i.hedid npt admivq their pielcnt connexions; hut tlie Rip^ht Ho- 
Itorvtary had jfcn|;ot ht the fame time to xneiitioq, Uiat tiic left wing was 
• ' ‘ .' . C '- . coRiniandcd 
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tkitnmdniled by his nobk‘ Cullcarue, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon. Uil £«ori||ft|jb 
r<ii(i !«■ wiiul<l, in two witrd-, Hale his rcalons for having no confidence in the RigW 
Honourable bi.eiv.tary : It was becaufc nothing could be more oppofite xhijj hit COA* 
duel and his prot'clhuns; nothing more contrary than his pradlices now, tad hit 
lii-'lLS rqieatedly declared, wluli- he was turning out that Mhntficr With whom he HOW 
all'uciatecl. He had formerly fioud up the advocate of the Rights of the PeopUi an4 
the declared enemy of the Intluence of the Crown. He tvas now aiming at a moft iaa 
ordinate intivafe of Iniluenie, and trampling upon the Ri|^tt of Individual}. Pm 
Petition he held in his hand, hit Lordfhip faid, iivas d Petition from the Bo'roiigh ot 
Chipi 'Ing Wycuinbe, agaiull the prefent Bill j a petition which he ihould beg leave td 
I'lell-nt, thc^ugh he ftuod nut in any need of the inilrueltdns of his Conllituente 
to induce linn to o[)pole a Bill fu infamous and detefiable as that about to be read St 
third time. The Petition was accordingly brought up, and being read,' was orderedi 
to he on the Table. 

The Order of the Day was then read for the third reading of the Eaff India Bill. 

Mr. Hamiu'jon, a new Member, and by appearance rather a young ittan,^ rdfe 
up to (ignify to the Houie, in the bell manner he could, his firong dilapprobatiotl 
of the Bill that was now prupoled for the third readinga 1 was rnot in this Houfe^ 
laid he, when the principle of that Bill was firil explained, nor at the tilde when' a 
moijoii was made lui* its commitment. I take the firil ‘Opportunity of protcftilig 
how inuch'T difapi'rovt- it; and the Aril opportunity 1 have of exprelling my len'ti« 
ment<> in this Houle, if the Bill patfes into a Law, may be the lall of expreliing rhy- 
leii with freedom to every Englilhman. The Bill had fet forth that the Company Was 
ill a date of Bankruptcy ; but he appreheuded that they could not be prowrly calleit 
Bankrupts, while their elFcdts amounted to mope than their debts; a fau which hh- 
fj’d was undoubted, and of which an oA'er was made to bring evideiic'e; and evidence 
was accordingly biought to the Bar. It was impoliibie, he faid, to lee tfaele things 
'Without the deepcll concern. The invalion of the Charter of the Company was but j 1 
prelude- to the invalion of other Charters. l)f this the People were aliundantly IcfifiblCf; 
and nothing but the myllcrious manner, and the indecent haiie with which the BBI 
had U-en hurried through the Houfc, had pievented fLit tabU (oppoiite to thd Tfealurvri 
Btncii) from ovcrilowmg with Petitions. He thought it his duty to oppoftf his fecl:^^^ 
voice CO a meafure big with deAruflion to the fitxdom of his county. He earneftly 
wiilird, he f.itd, but he v/.iuted words to convey his feelings to the Honourable Mem* 
hers of that Iloufe. On Placemen and Penliorers he di|I not expefl to prevail; t»r itw 
deed with any Gentleman prefent, by the power of any words that he could com* . 
fnand : But was It poliiblc that independent Country Gentlemen would q^uictly lit ftiil, 
and fee the executive power lorn from the Crown, and a Junto fortifiec! in their - 
power, at the txpeiicc of both the Crown and die People ? He oonjured them to re*' 
fleet on the mighty power which the management of the Aifatrs ^ the £aft Indies 
vrould place in the hands of the Right Honourable Secretary of State.- Two millions 
•f money and upwards, befides the patronage which arofe from the dlfpofsi of all 
places in the Government of our Afiatic Dominions v Tfsefe were engines in the hands , • 
of an able and ambitious Minifter, fitted to convert his borrowed power into aDiflator* j,' 
Ihip; and to countcrait every elForc of patriotifm to redeem' the independence of ' 
that National Aflcrnbly. The Honourable Secretary having now got what Ardd* 
mede.s only w-anted, anothtn* world, whereon to fet his font, might govern Britain ac* 
corditij to his plt-alure.——Independent of the Crown and of the PeopU, he ,w6ul4 
iecure himfelf in power by his ow|> (natures^' and by that influence which much 
gold, andfo extmlive a patronage wei^d enable him to ac<|uire over othchs.' The’ 
example would be let, of transferring the polher which the Conflitution fitif.-vefled ift 
the CruWn, to Parliatneut; and if a timdy %heck Ihoukknot begiven tofwItanett^tE, 
Che time would come when the King w'ould betlus osCATesr *t.Ay.cin bis Domi* 
ntons. He pCofe/Ted, however, to entenain/bme confidence in the wiidommi^ .vJituA 
of the indcueddent part of that Houie; or, if the Public Caufe fhould he defemed by 
iliem, he hoped that the ilecoiid branch of the Legillacure, the noble FSen^-and tibe.' 
learned Lords of this land, would interpole,- at they had often dene on gAgttand ury* 
ing occalluns, for prelerving the balance of the Conflitution: Rut if rftre tOo mb' 

E iwer of corruption fhould prevail, and an indifleience appear lo the Laws '- 

onllltution of England, ftiil there was reafon to hope, that Ha, In whofe bretd^is J, 
hafpinel's of hh lubjefl} WM ttU| V’tfh, and who was iutercfte4fi>t the honour stid , 

hh' - .. 


f f6- J 

his Crown, would refift the f.u a! torrent whkh ni-’McH 
W the Riffhts of both Sovfn-ig!i ami People.——If/Av-'loo, no af. I.un flimild’ 
Ike.found for ihe injured and opprcH'cd, the Pcc'ple, driTcn to dclpair, n. ".n ;*roi *r*| 
flo’eih Mt^t which he forbore to conjc^lure. Ofthi‘>, however, he .I'lme rhe 

g bbfe, "and it was a inatter, he faid, which was not, perhaps, generally kn'>wn : 
f this he could airdre the Hovtfe, that the Propriciors ot Piatl India Sioik, in 
iis cafe of being driven to extreinitv, were refolrcd to meet in a body, to name a- 
t^lion defcriptive of the Upparallclled grievances under which the Eatt India Coin- 
njr laboured, and to carry it to the Throne, praying for fh.it proteftion which they 
ad a title to expcA from the £aws of thnr Country. 'I'hey would re^gn their 
Chaner and their effedls in the name of Bankrupt*, into the h.wds from which they 
feceived it, and claim, that their Crtxlitors being I’arlsned in all jort demands, the 
t'ieinatn'der oftheirgoods might be rellorcd to their polfeliion. 

He had/>fCen heard great praifes bellowed on Mr. Sccictary Fox, for the a^IIvitjv 
ttMtitiem, and intrepidity of his cohdufl; but for his pait, ht law little merit in 
O^ng Sari’ig without danger. With fo many frieiuh behind his baclt,' and obltqui- 
^5 lo his nod, he might Wdly Iof»k in the fate of all that cmild i>; pole hiin. 'I'he 
jl^uhonrabie Secretary, he I'did, having rifen tro the height he hiid attained, forgot 
flis promifes to the People, and kicked from under his feet the ladder by which he 
'^kfeended. And,' he added, that it was no uncommon thing to oblerve, that they' 
yho made the lowlieft fubiniftions in order to attain powci, were ufually the niolV 
fbvere and tyrahnicat in the exercife of it.—^s-Mr.'Hamilton made feveral oiiu p 
jtriAures on the Eall India BiU, on the Coalition, md the dangers ih<it thre.iti.ned 

this Kingdom from a powerful fadlion, fonified by the means of corruption,-He' 

made ufc of fucb ftrong cxprelTions, as tyranny, rapine, plunder,- contempt of de- 
tfency, lawp and the feiuimehrs of the Public. It WiH not be reckoned improper to 
kaVe dwell fo long on the lirll appearance in Parliament of a yonnglJenilcinavi who, 
•ike will venture to predidf, will one day command the public .ittention. 

About five minutes after Mr. Hamilton had-begun hi^ fpeeth, Mr. Flood cam« 

This In¬ 
in,' he rc-< 


int^.the HoDfc,*,and being a new Itfcmbcr, he took the oaths immediately, 
cideht did not difeompofe Mr. Hitmilton. After M:‘. Flbod was fwom 
J^fned his argument with jierfciff dompofufre. 
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Mr. NicSolls, a young SjK'aker, faid, he rofe Indefence of his own charailcr, 
■(otonly to juftify himrelf for having'twice voted for a Bill ag-iinft which fu many 
ib'arlh exprellions had heen nfvd within thole w.tllr., but lo ft.ite to the Houfe thole 
^rcalons which would induce him to gi^.’e his vote ,i third time in fupport of the Bill' 
>^.|Iiati.ev<;nin5., He had heard many bitter terms of reproach applied to the Bill 
' that it was a Bill of fspine and phmdcry and a violation of the rights and privileges, 
iwt only of'the Ball: India Comp-any, but as a preticdenr of cntroschment on the' 

• yigbts and properties of all .Engiifhnibiu He affirmed^ that the Bill took not aw.'iy' 
,‘^ia ili^dSompaAy any thitigto Which they had a-right"!' For, what rights did their 
^onvi^ ^ AtrexcTufiyie trade to the Ha'll Indies. Thai right they if ill enjoy* 
of their Commercial concaos was committed to eight AV 
of their own choice j and he wi^s^' 'ifideht that they would now be' 
we-^I ngSDag.^, that they would ap{iear to all the lorld to be in a bearer Hate than 
^tljejrjp^r’.wej® IQ, aijd that India Slock woald rife wiihih a Very Ihorr time twenty 

J 'A;; acquiring lands too, he fhidj'W'as ftil^refervcd'to ibeCompany,- 

he'i^utMNttiii^ir as ellates might be actjuired either by Comjiianlj^s or individuals > 
‘{lUC.iKe Qbrtipany''* Ch,*rietjEi|ViP them no powet over Bri'ilh fubjefts. In the King- 

^ -’ '—’■ ■*^^“'**7provinc<!s orBahar the?c were twelve mil- 

j^rown of preat Brifaht,' and it was not ht ibdt l^ey' 
.^^1106 of the Eaft India Company. 

(Im CdmjMh^ vk'cre J$toki*upts, MK Nicholls endt'.'ivodred to de-' 

^patirate by fi^l6wmgfl^un|<^nt; A Bankrupt is hot a |>erfon whole edet^s are 
^alto^*V<kbts^,Ih\t''a!p<»kTfuj>t i^arferfonorcharafterwho is not able to pay 
^'*'K«p4'y3!ft<rtis ^iikbhi, Mme,n,they'become due.- The Companv is in this pre- 

jjty their dbbts at this prefent time,—"fherefore, they 
■ «Hft 'proceeded tofhew, that the Comjtany had given no finalt 
Coveiriuncnf, by the motiopirlies.of the moft v.sluatil'' articles of 
ly ahdby ^ir cbmrateod trade to Cltiob pirtiniJitilv by ijat^gklbg ofwm to 

that 
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♦\r« cofluir/.' wlu'ie iu importation wa^ a matter not of reVenrafe 
il- 'naiUiaiiK-d tlkac the Cuin^any li.icl ih<‘\.vii chcmlclves hude^^uate ca the tkflc. 1 ^ 
GiAeiiiuunt; .tnU that the Tenitorui Probity they had ecq^uired/only fer««d^ 
eia'j.iii- 4 is tbcir Jidau:.. AiiwrChcr ai^umem^ in favour of tne Billf w4S» that it 
tX'^uIJ (.oulolnlatc the Biiiith limpiie, rcncU-r it more compact, and caU'foAh'i^ 
power into actual cueii>y, on jny great or daugeroua emergency.—The Empire 
at preteiU disjointed ;—ims Bill would unite and eeineat it. Oti the wholes 
he conlldcred the naiure and I'plrit ot the Company’s Chaiter; the milvoncUiA oft 
Company in various intlaiKes, and their prelent fituatioa of Banltniptcy; rh&ui 
propriety and impolicy of lulnuitting to their oAttroul twelve niiUionv of BritilQi wv 
jedts ; and the union and vigour which the Bill would bellow etvtlu’ Briciih Kinptine* 
and thereby raife its iinpoiiance in the fcalc of Naiionsf he would chearlully atm 
cordially give it his liippori. ^ 

Mr. \Vix.Kaa laid he would not, as the noble Lord on the floor (Mshon) hw 
done, C. 1 II the Bill under conflderation an infamous Bill, althouj^h^ in nis opinion, it 
welldei'ervcd that epithet; he would eali it a I'windUng Bill, brought into the Houie 
upon I'.ille prcieiites. It was brought into the Houfc on pretence that the Comjiaujr 
veu; Banhruj'ts. This was the Preamble t this was the Wbereai of the Bill. Upon 
that ground the Projn'ietors of Eafl India Stock, had joined iflue with the Father of tkie 
£',11,—The honour, the good faith, the credit of Parliament, were pledged to the ' 
Coinpaiiv, and to the world, to pafs, or to reject the Bill, according as it Ihould 
appear that the Company were Bankrujns or Ao. After prelling this iilea, in various 
iliapi'^, on the minds of the Allciubly, Mr. Wilkes proceeded, by a calcuhitiun of,, 
the ihips, inerchandur, and other of.tlie Companj’, tofliew, that their atfairs 

were in no unprolperous fitiiation ; And on this topic he excited a genera] laugh, by* 
ohierving, with great cmphalis, that in cllimating the wealth of the Company, (lie 
Right Honourable Secretary h.id oiniucd'ihlps 10 the iiumlnr of FoRTV-FtvE. It 
appeared'llrange to Mr. vC^ilkcs, that the learned Gentleman who had fpoken laft 
.(hould allirni that he was a Bankrurt who could not pay his debts at the momeai 
they became due. He reeded not, he faid, In an arch manner, looking towarrlsthe 
Treafury Bench, to gc out of that Houfc to prove the diflcrcnce l>etwe«n a Bank¬ 
ruptcy and an Infulveiu y. If all dehtun could pay their creditors, even with thc 
advantage of indulgence in time, their creditors ought not, and indotd commonly 
.did not Loinplaiiu The F.all India Onap.iny, lately fqueezed by Govtrmmenr, 
obliged to advance largely for its c'-ig.-nc e'., faiilnow', “ give us only a little time.'* 
JMr. Wilkes was rur{<r!7-'‘d to hi ar the atiinuation, that tlie Bill did not invade the 
Chartered Rights and Franchifes of the Company. Hcinlilled, that it transferred 
,thair property into otlurr hands; and that by depriving them of the privilege of 
choofiiig their own fervain s and'otliccrs, it.deprived them of their franehife.s. Evety 
Chartered Ounip.iny, in Mr. Wilke'..’a opinlori, had caufe to tremble. The caufe of 
the Company wa-^ the caufe of the Nation;, and he hc^ed and bejieved they w’6uld 
do^s they ought, to dHalie it fo. He profeirt-d a very high K‘fye&: for the abilities tf( 
rhe Right Hououiable and the noble Secrct.’irles of State; the former he defcTibed My 
b perfon poirefling the moft wonderful flow of language, the tiappieflr turn fdr argu-' 
fill nt, and a talent of faying the mufl; phtufiblc things that could. polEblT bo faid, «a 
whatever fide he chofc to efpoule, on any topic of Parliamentary debate. Tbd 
latter he rcprcfeiited as confptcuous fonr hts knowledge, and faculty of feiaing M 
overv circutnflatice in any difcufliim nr argument that could make for his putpofoct 
,htti above all, for his ready and inimitable wit. “ I yirouM to God, faid Mh-Wilkes, 
^ that I could, with equal iincerity and jufliec, praifethe Right HodQni[ftbte''and' 
coble Secretaries for their zeal for the UltrtUt of tat'Ptof^t, amrthelrvehdj^i'on foe 
-the CofnAituiion, Hnre he entered on * bcKen (Uthni-a lamctitatlut dn tha^ohlitioit,. 
In former dart, he faid, Mr. F«x (for it is nredkfs, in repotting tkt I^batits, to 
hbferve at all times the circumlocutncy^rafeolo^ orBatitaMUm) ItrjU t&e.td<rf-of 
the People. To him they looked up for lalvation from tbs detefled kod dnradsd In- 
Euence of the Crown. At that time hs.was wdnMo faj^, tbache 'VohU twt tirtift 
)iimfelf in the fame room with the noble L4>rd now bfjrhlS lidet xnfl to. promile tlluiC 
he ihould not go unpunifhed: Yet he was now taken into foU pb'Wtiw-ia'ad fit 
glut atj tit Hotffrutf hath ur.itejf diRtd the world in arms. ' Wncatbe votspaflcfdda 
this Iloufe, continued Mr. Wilkes, Chat the Xnfloettce «f thh Ctdwo had inorMf^ 



trtJit (fttgrtit t» 6? dlmlnifhrd, I \vk\ happy-, and confide'rrd that at the* fnofl 
'jaytiil day of my life, being convinced that /, and all the othtT Inhiivts of ilir 
Ceuwti, might enjoy the blcfled i>rnteftitMt of the Jaw-., without any one* t(* mahr u» 
afraid. 1 c'unfeis leci, that from the fame (i.-.fe^ I rriolced when an intluriue> 
whiefa 1 dreaded, was diminished, bv being fi tbt tuuffity of nonnndtjiig 
Thirteen Governors of Provinces in the UVilem Wmld, Thirtwii Deputy-fJovernor-, 
Thirteen Chuns of Jnflice, with a numeru.is ti t'.n of hrvjnts, and a vaA multitude 
SK CuHoin-houfc OAicers. But what is the lof. of the palruaagc of America, com- 
]|Kired with the actjuifition of the patronage and the we.tlih of the British Polleliiont 
-and Commerce in Afia ? The torihiiinn whh h jMr. Wilkes drew from the whole 
«f lus reasoning and ohfervations wa-., tint it behoved every honefl and upright 
Member of that Honfe, and indeed evry go.id Ciiiren, at this crdia, to make every 
Canftitutinnal effon. forinaintaining ihc huhp.nJfKLy of Pailiameni, and preserving 
die Li^crrtV> of the People. Mr. W'llkcs iut'orraeJ the Huufe, tba if the inutioif 
■ for che third reading of the H.ll Should pals, he would on a future dav move, chat 
>11 the olhcers and t'eivants of the Coinj>aiiy be excluded iVoin Varliameni. Thi$| 
ke raid, would be I’Utting Mr. Fox's piutelliuns oS painolilm to ilw leA. 

Mr. John Lux rKbLL very candidlv, but very fully fuppuiirtd the motion; he 
£uct hr hnd given the uiinolt aiK-ncion in his power to csiTv maieriil aigument that 
Bad bi'cn ufed, either for or againlL the Bill, ttoni the time that fuhject was firlt 
mmtlened ti> the Houft, to the moment he was then Speaking; and, upon conlidiT- 
£ng the vvhole, he was dtvidrdly of opinion, thxi the Bill should be read a tn.rd 
time, and ougiit tapaU in the Shapc^it was then pcrrcfled ; hot he did not mucit 
' wonder to lee Some uppi lition follow it to the lall, hesaufc he had observed, that n6 
jboticr did the Siieaker Shortly Hate the contents of ihofe claules that were to vCft 
incotain CnmtniSiionei', linco named by the Bill, the luanagentent of our Eaft 
PolTcDions, than it routed the fire of the itaiefman, and the envy of (he poll* 
ttcian; fomc Gentlemen, he faid, fceriicd inllanily to lofc light of the lu'ccllily and 
Ctiicacy of the meafure, in the jialoofy which they felt, and which they eaftfeiTed^ 
at the influence it might giv'e tbr Mioi'/ter, who would have the nomination of the 
aaen. This be considered as the leading Itar of Opposition to the Bill; here hr had 
f^rii the shoe cf paity to pinch to a degree, that fome of its votaries were unable ta» 
War with lenipci:; bet he did not think, either as an BaA India Proprietor, or as a 
Member of Paillamciit, frni there to gu.ird the inicrefls of the tonimunity at large, 
that he ought to be led away by the private intereAs of any pvrtlrnlar panyin that 
Uuufe. He .approved the Bill as it wat then completed, bci a-ulc it met his ideas, 
«£ whataj'peared i.ecciraiy and,proper for this country to do upon the occasion, and 
he was gerfuatk-ii tliat ir wonUl nliiiuatcly tend to the honour of Great Britain, t® 
jlhe proigeriry oS the liaA India Company, to the gain and Aability of all the Pro- 
gtietors ; for there was not two opinions in that lloufc, but the noble Lari propofed 
Kk*)>reAde at titat Board, and the Six chief Direifors would be found much mort 
'tS{(tal W the govcrniiig our Territorial PoSTeflions in India, than thofc who hei^ioi' 
ibee had-the maoa^menr of il>em; and it was gene:ally agieed hy tlie Hwife, al* 

’ though a few Members djMe.ited, that it would b'e cx'rsmcly impolitic at the pre- 
. teat Bicwteni to feparate the Territory from the.Cenmerce of India; if So, why 
>her., as tlie ASuAant DirriLlor- were all men of bufi e-fs and ability, it appeared 
Ifr him that thewbole arrangeinfut of the Bill w.as perfcitly judicious and right ; for 
withreSi’ect to the Directois bri ig Mcnih'-r:. of Parliament, the Houle vrould have 
the advantage oPtheir prefence to give information wln'ocver it was loughi for, 
and accovre for their proceeding, when rcouired m do.fo. As for the alarm which 
IbmefCntletnen esppffled, and v.ii'-i winch they had endeavoured to imbibe the 
minds pf others, that the patwmagy might give an und'ue influence to the Crown, or 
to the-MinsArr, he verily believed it wotild not oui weigh their jufl proportion of 
paver in the cnnAltntional fcalc, however it prep'mderated in the political (. ve of 
.fhole' who had hern MiniAcrs, and might wish to be fo again. He would rn'cly 
aoofels, however unpopular it might be, that be never Should think, any rain de« 
Served for having been inArutnental to reduce the power of the'Crown to it® 

prffeot fxrrme; neither would he have boaAed of it, as fame geiuk-men did, if he 
jjiad cdocArred xn-the t.'>tal annihilation of the Board ofTrade. He faid, the Houfe 
fimned blinded Co the bad ConlequcrCCS of that meafure, by the party-violence of 
SAmSk he feaiecl they had been felt by almoA, every conmicrcial man in 
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tVts klngJoni ; it was n pmpofition wltlch, h« ownrJ, appeared almoA as Arango 
him, .»•* what had been odcrod to the Houle tor a preference to the Bill. S<Mnv 
gfiiitemen cimtendeii, that we ihould give up all our Eafl: India CWCema lntod )0 
}i.iiidi oi’the Native Primi-, and Wirt them be happy; but by conffeflti^g tu tlui% 
th'.-y vM>aul in tite Uinc br'ath declare tiie Kali India Comi>asy bon^opc^ with 
many <it its euiineaioiT-. The feaman, the artificer, the manofaflurer, sad 
hijurci, mull; all hols in one general ruin. Additional poverty and diAiAels irou24. 
rervaile every part of this iliand. He then .ilkcd if the alternative propofed by* 
Bill of a learned Gentleman, and by himfclf pcrtonally, was much more acceptahlet^ 
he thought not; for he delired to Hrip the language of the learned Gentleman, anj 
that of his friends, of the flowers of oratory, and all it trophies, and fee if thecir 
fence of it to common fenfe did not amount to this; We are ready to declare that 
the Eall India Company are incompetent and unfit to govern their Territorial Pof» 
feirions in India; thtretore we content that you Ihould take them away; but vre 
«ldiie that all the p.itronage, all the controul, power, and management of their 
comnieri e, may be left, as heretofore, in the hands of the DiredVors^—1^ faid, for 
what, for the benefit of tljc Proprietors ? No. For the benefit of their own foittUal 
cnnvem''pve’ Ves. For the learned Gentleman declaied, and his friends d ’clared^ 
that they would arrcil out of the hands of the Court of i'r iprieiors, all power aiWl 
contrmil over thofe DireAors ; and then the Patronage, the Secret Inliuence, ai^ 
tne Public Power, given by other Afts of Parliament, inuft all center with the Mi- 
niftcr of the day; and whatever conducl thofe DircAors might obferve or abet, Lite 
C’«>uri of Proprietors Ihould have no power to call them to account for. 

Things appearing to him to be fo, he would beg leave, of thofe evils otTcred hirop 
to cboofe the Icafi ; and as it had been adjudged conilkutiunaUy.nccclfary to taka-. 
from him the management of that property, he was furc his preference was righc. 
when he accepted the terms of the Bill, becaufc the faith and the honour of the Se-' 
cretary of State that produced it, the faith and the honour of all thofe Miiiiflere ' 
with whom he drew, that of the nublc Earl who was to prefide in the direftion, 
iif the Sis other Chief DircAors, were all pledged to do the beft they couiiflentlw 
could for the Wnefit of the Company; and he did-not doubtbut the efi'cdls of the Bitt 
would be an increafe of their credit, and of the value of their flock. 

He had hcaid it faid more than once in the coufl'e of the bttlinefs, that in the 
multitude of counfellors theic was wifdom ; he begged leave to repeat it, and ttf 
apply the ohfervatlf'n thus: Whar etTnfl had .the Call of the Houfe upon that Bill? * 
An increalt in lonfultatian of a multitude of Counfellors on its merits, and he had 
the evidence of the lall divilion to ihf w, that the more they were confidered,-the j, 
better they were approved ; he had no doubt but they would continue to be fo by all 
difpa.honiite nu-n ; for he was pcrfu.aded, that the Bill promifed much in the prc- 
fent iiiiiaiio"i nf the F.afl India Company's Affairs, and in the nccelfity of reform, 
to bring advantage to Great Britain, to the Company, and. to the Stockholder. A» . 
an humble rcprelentative of the former, ami as making one of the Utter, he tlioughc 
his th*anks were better due to the Right Honourable Secretary, who had produced 
the Bill, th.m cither to thofe gentlemen who would give the proiierty to the Indian 
Princes, or to the learned Gentleman and his Friends, who would leave them little 
more than the name of it. Under thele circujnftanccs, thcre.’ore, he chearfuily 
voncur.'ed in the Bill being read a third time, and would certainly give his vote Sot'. 
its pairing into a law. 

Mr .W.Gkfsvillis apologized to the Houfe for taking tip their time on..tlie pre- . 
fent queftion, after having fuiiy delivered his fentiments on the Bill before them on a 
late occaiion. The increaling majorities which had been mentioned by Mr.- l^ttrell 
with exultation and rriumph, were to him a fubjcA of ferious aUm. He felt k to 
be his duty to exprefs his apprehenlions, and to call on all the virtue and indc^n- 
dency of the Houfe, to oppofe the advances of opprefiion and tyraniw. It been 
faid, that the claufes in the Bill, which feized on the property of the Eaw lihltti 
Company, and deprived them of the choice of their own officers and fervants, wcre,> 
nevertheJefs, no infringements of Magna Charta, But if fb, he had not read and 
undi rflood Magna Charta as they hi^d done. Here he riad a paflage from that Gnat 
Charttr, in wh)(h it was clearly, exprefled, and with a folicitbus and jealous .v*». 
riety of exprcirion, that no perfon ihould be “ ditfeized of his goods^ franchiiVs, 

&c. and that in all cafes the hws ^ould be the umpire, between the CnnMa.., 

** aad 
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• ^|hj4 well as bftwtcn m«u an<i mjn. ” Hr then fsid, atWl rcgk 

that he regretted fo iiiipi.>|-.t*r a i»*rron js nimtVlf had been fi-nt t-i iiia-it* 
JwH the llgiits of the {leople in Parliatnnu, it he fo far miftook thr nieaniiig of 
Magm Vharta^ as to fupiwfc that it eonlitU-J v.ith a JjiJl for violently fei/ing the 
libperty^ &nj annulling the franehiies oi an,- individual, or any focicty. 1J« 
^e^ed the Billas c<|natly an aUai:k mi the preiogaiivc ot the Crown, and the libcr- 
of the Peo[i}e. And he conlidercd it as a mutter ol deei> .ippirheniion and icgri-t, 

. tHht the natural jioiifiitutlonal InQuonce of the executive jwus of the coniliti'iion^ 
pfAtli be niixr^ AOd^coitfounded with the aifumad power and unconliitutional en- 
Ctoachmenu ol a faflion in Parliaiiient. The I'arliaiueni, he iaw, might in lime 
yeccfvdr iifl-lf, but all infrlngemcius on the prerwativr ol (he Crown, he ihewed from 
•■Wftory, to he lull of danger. Th,* itigiic Honourable Secretary had, on a former 
0ay,'endeavoured to iciiiovr all fnfpu-jnns of liis tvi.mi.K il Jci gn in the prefent 
hy hhlding iSp to ihc puhlu-, pledges foi ihe hm. iit\ hi» intentions, unit 
'•l'■f^&^'tncls of his liituie public londudl. What he hid fuiil on that day was to 
:*his etiC'‘t: “ 1 am imi a man lo be iruUed—^my chaMtli-r h nm fadi as to be above 
d** fufpiciiin of craft anddefign ; bui there is the Chaneillji ol ilie Kxeiieiiiier, then! 

the Duke ot Devonlhiff, and the Duke of Portland, if sou will noi tmil me, 
dr truft them, or truft me for their fakn." Mr. Gienviile allowed all thefc to be 


l(t>nourable men ; and of Lord John Cavcndiih in paici(.nur, he laid, that he was 
Are that he w«M o«.r a friend lo the righii of the people ; yet ajl thele pledges, iii 
the opinion of Mr. (5-’enviUe, iniglvt prose iufecuie. barriers againll the pievaiiing 
|»wt’r of a fadfion polls fled- at once of the pqwer of Parhamml by means of cornip- 
..tion.. Mr. Fox faid, on a foimcr Jas, that ;f .he wui’ fo l>e coniidm'd as the Gene¬ 
ral of an Arnty, it ougjit to be renvembered, that t+ie right wing of that army waa 
cottunanded by Lord John Cas-cndilh ; and that his fr ends and relations were the 
principal oiitcers of it. Be it fo ; but the left w-m^ Wiis <«taii)aiidod by Lord North, 
the very man si-holb condiiff had been fo lively an objes'V of deteftation to*the Right 
Honourable Secretary tormerly, and to whom he had In often imputed the lofs of 
^triefica. Mr. (Grenville recapitulated the datigess threatened by the liaft India 
and earneiny entreated all friends to lilitnty to fland forth on the prefrnioc-* 
dMrdn'inif$ defence. He,faid, that hmwever the fate of that iaijiortatit day might 
detcjiiMiDedjf he would confolc himiVlf with the rsjleflion that hr had cxrir^ 
c^ery nerve to aver: the dangers, and.to proiraii the ruin of the libenies of hia 
(Anniry.' 

^Genera? fivneoy^r fai^ that he had bi*en two vears a Mjetnbsr of the 
committee on the AlTairs oi the £all Jndic..s, and. rliai he itio'ced txieedinglv in the 
' fifofpeft of a remedy for ihofe exteffes and mil'erics which he had f>i often in vaiir 
sicplwed. He had trofleil the Inlh Channel, and P(rff*iftn‘d a jiaiincy of three 



Ariafafttort,-p the public prints, that the neceflity ■of doing loto'thing for Indl^ 
that the nect^ty of interjwfng far the prefetvation rhe an ant-ages accruing 
thence to Great Britain, as well as for the hiippioefs .tndt the protefljon of the na- 
itvcs, \V.as admitted witnoi'i exccpainn on elthoT'^dc of the Houle; and, he undcr- 
•itodd, With Tio lefs faiisfaaVion that an llonourabli^tid .very refpei^abli’ JVTirmbt'r of 
that Hbu/c (Mr.'Wiluaiu Pitt) had called on JVfin'llrv witii great cagomefs to, 
proyifehwthii fafery of India cft'eailalK ami 4>e^di}y, 'jHebad rtTiobai -d all half- 
tftf^fhrei, all lenitives and palliatives, and frrongly re* mmended a njcuicai curoj 
hht, m hjsnt.>nd, a greatejr inronfilfcocy, a iso.'c direct loniradlAion in its lenni 
einoTd''^not poltlMy. he jw^pird, than tliat w'hich fnbfifled between a« effeftwal re- 

.L- . . . , .. an ioviftlahle 

haiifaid, that 

*. f- • . - ^-- — .......I part, he would 

drCiaWth'e realons qf his a^rohation of if, .jn one word, ** Look into yom- Re- 

GompanV, tlie Reports of the Secret and Select Com- 
tiiiifeis^haS b;ec» ;oo much faegledted.' In all the-dehates on the lulycA in queilion, 
he had i»pj! batje lyfaitl them aj>pe^lcd to. ”l'li.e General obferved, that if enquiries 
■,iteto.qontr(tt^Tty. to be made, hut no cfleftual'ileptaken tor bringing the delinquent* 
(»|acs.wuul^ he. increjtkd'JmilcsMi of being diininithcil. The Coan- 
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iVrvants tiv their f.*.‘lii>n5 and intrigues abroad, and their eahals in the< _ 
fji I'roj'r.ci wxuld Lontiiiut. to let all La\ss .ind Government at dt^ancC'' T,&B 
cri'iic^ t'l.u .ij'j.i .m il oil the Jui.ii'.al'. of India Atlairs in 17721 appeAtcd veiy iHuM 
on itir i all-, \i!irn (.'oiiipau'd lo ihofe ci nuiuttcU of lau-, ahd pArtictil 4 rly thcic 
yi'ii!,.— 1 he ilaihing powers nt the Directors and i*fnprietors had weak«wd'thn 
G ivc rnmcnt ol India ; and ilu Ctmii’aiiy’s fervants had learifedj.thsit they might 
dijoll jis they pieahd. It had been faid, that his Honourable Friend UcafJliim-. 
CMi. Ilurke) had giV'-n a deep (.olcoriu^ to the enormities committed .in tudiaV'll^f. 
till- paiiial view's oi paiTv, niul bj ihc pivcrot his eloquence^ But all the.powe^nft 
laneuagc v.hiLh he I'.ili'e: cdj all the liveliness nf fanty» and the amatjog coploiifi 
tieli and i liaini o» injaf.i iy, which Jiliinguiihed him above cvety other inan,'«r$i;A 
'unable lo lvi;>,!rii. 11 or i.aii ’uii to the reality. Here tlic General enlered into a ijfe'a ' 
fcili'ij >11 '•j>;<re!i..>;is and cruellies committed bv Europeans in Altu« Ail thattli^. 

i'leiiioos held I'aiud, ihas violated without rettiorrc; and, as if they delighted in 
hioii.i.i iiiiKtv, they invented new fjKcies of torture, the inhuman luft ufgain %ej- 
iiiij iluii breads .igaiiill every tceling cl cnmpalhon. Herr, with infinite.happineE^ 
he q.ioted and ajiplied a i-alijge trom the defeent of ..%NCAt into 7 nrriirttj^ as de¬ 
le nbi-d in ilie Sixth Enenl of Virgil. One of the charaiflers ,in fhofil' gloomy ttiati- 
li ms, Gen. Bur;; j>-nc pioduced as an ipiS£r and example of thofcMr^s^i, aS they aH 
c.vllej hew, wli'>,’in the Company’s Icrvicc* amafs fortunes Iroai the viials of the 
natives ot ///Wy/’./«. . . 


ii.- i.'i/fo pAtriam-f pctrutem 

: Fnl: It^ts puiio af^uf u^xlt. 

Hu li.iLtikiim nut.Cf vcttiij/ue bynttn-X»U 

“ ^luji omne: :f’iuuiu i.r/iir, potilL 

** iVyyj, thifii J'. hti^tue itniMh jittif Ci'StliOT, 

'* liiff.i I'/v, 0/urus fislcru/H i 6 »:ftcidin fot^’iaSt ' ' 

“ Omnia panataw p6»i.iti>sit lanana pvjfwi." ' , . 

FA' all out Readers may not be verfant in the Latin iorigue, we iii'adl.lsbilliifL 
a tr.iiid.vtion of ihcfe verfi’s, whicli may ftrve id diiplay the felicity of 
tiui-toiyni: in ihiv quotation]. ’ • 

“ This man fold his eouutvy for gold, and fubjefted It to a powerful tyrant. Hp 
made Iff al>rai-;aied lav.-,, as lie was bribed to do cKher. He violated, without 
•• fcruple, the luiiidur of virginity, and the lacrcd marriage bed. All (the ebaxae-' 
** lers fhe j'oet delcnbes intljis place) of them commiued the moft atrocious deeds; 
“ and thev er.jovod ihe fruits of their daring wickednefs. Not although I had an 
** h' iidreu toig'M",, an hundred mouths, and a voice of i(cn, could I deferibb every 
^ fp'-civ, of ihc-ir criiiiM., or recount the namesof all their various punllbments,” 

Tilt' General, in concluding, dcilred, that while Gentlemen titlked of the Bill be» 
ing j^violation of a Charter, they would bear in their minds, jf^at it t^as the fsl- 
vai 'i.i* uf India. He rejoined, that the Bill was brought Houfe, and that 

tin- g! u'v of bringi.'.g it in |||1 to tlie lot of his Honourable Friend Mr. Fox. 

Mr. Martin congratuIatM Mr. Fox on having foimcd, and tiirt;-witfa fb great 
fiiccc-r, 1.1 a Rill th.xt was likely to cflabltth his power on the ruins,of public liberty. 
He read over a part of the Charter, which conveyed, in the aittoleft manner,, various^ 
propc-tty, right-:, and priv ileges, to the Eall-lndia Company. He alfo read ja palHige. 
Iruin Lord Clliendon's Hiltory, very applicable to the venality and corruption-of 
the times, and glancing at the cucroachmcnM of a Junfb iri PaTJUmient on 
ri^gativi's cif the Cro-vn. He admired the de.xterhy of Mr. Fox, who would ■.eoqtfisre 
to make hirnlcdf independent of both'the Crown ,xnd.Fartlarhent.- He lhat 

one good ctfcA of the Bill would be the total expullion of the Eiigllih frorti.ladLa ; 
and that the poof Gentoos would be left to themfeivew It -was comihufiiiy} jTai^,^. 
that, fu^^pofing the Kngiifh ihould abafidbn their Af.atk teiiitories^ omer'’ 
nations w'ould latte potFellionof them', and thence derive great afh'abfsi|;es m tfad'ei 
this put inm in mind of a Bory that was tojd-him^ of tsvo Gentlemtin ukisg a ride 
oiw rvi-ning acrofs Honnllow Hrathi Ahighw^ynnrtf rathe ]if]ptp thettlran^ demanded 
ih<* r ninr.'-y and watches, .idding, very couneoufly,,th 3 t he Biquid be forty tft truii* 
Lie ihf-ni if he thought that they Ihonld pofhbly cfcape^ bein^ rob'sed. JtniV'th-st in;*"! 
very icw minutes, b/ fotiie other pelfon. fie alfo cor.gra'.vdatfd Mt. Fox oiif'Kia gre^-' 

M mijai , 



Sfajoridel. He lii’mignt a tas «n all [•(‘••niiis v.nln^ with il'<* Afi"''''.Ti 'l wijnr'tf 
tirould be an CJiceedingly proper out-; and n'- i- inrc i' wmlii mu i kI n" thr ^ti.ii*. 

He hapjiened (9 meet on the lii’t <'i, aitwv.i-ik .ii;!-!, with a ncii; u>'>ui, .h',vi:»:r 
^underftood Mr. Alartin, a 1) ink; r. Thr. (/ 'HKman iilrd to r.isiy is ;ii np'Hi ‘isr 
jealoufy ofMiiuAers, and all iImI But siikm ins alkin^; liirn, nu ihjs 1 1 ,' nn t.f 
dneeting 'wuh'hinif how he liked ili<' IidM Bill ; He hook Ins lif'.id, aiS'! h-i'd, “ ir 
if all over with us !’* ’ It is needlcls tu <sdd, that Mr. Mauin was llro..^lv ai^.s.iill 
•cheBilL 

■' Mr. Scott alludinj; to eertain iM(li)«i.iii'>riS tli.st, agroethly to the common ton- 
duft oflawyers, he would not fen'i'le toflpoule .nsy caulf wh'.th 1 ihonhl hr )vt,d 
^r defenditig, repmhatrd, in the wjimc-fi ti-'Ms , lurh i'''.".'rih’ in, siioi's : He 
Verted the probity, linrenty, and rrlii^tai'i r‘■'t hs lutiir- to huh ,r.ietKi.. He 
at{solo^ized to the fioulV tor taking up their fiin, .iI'I’iht, it'.in i iit.h.- would imt 
tt’efpals on tiller pi'ttiente, hut onoctalions wh'i h he ihouhl d-riii in ihr h.rhrll tlr- 
^rfe important. S«ih he dt'cined the fiirlent, ai.d he thrr. t nr tiiou^ht It his »iriy 
to dejiver his lentimei'ts upon It, •;!»« lolimii I'entimi-nib ot his In art and i onii n i.i f. 
iHc delivered a very able difioujfr, with grrai regularity ol‘ mithud, 'nd I'lihih'y uf 
argument; and he enhscuedthe whole with oieaf.ona) f.ilht s ot .i stry .i,^i.-> a! le 
jivimotir. \Ve pretend not, hy any tnean.s, to do jvillicc tn rhe, any "lorL- than in 
•By of the other SpCalcrt, in the curfory views we take of thf ir ipcckliCj. His dil- 
etniric naturally divided it iVlf into three parts. In the lirlr part le laboured to tin v ^ 
Aat tluve was not any neecJiiiy lor the Bill; in the fecond, ih.it it ('.ptaiiicd not any 
J*tovjfiont of fiifficient importance to iulHfv fo ftrong a Hep as w as laki n hy Govi i n- 
anent; and in the third, that the Hill would imreale, beyond all bounds, ih< Iiiilm in e 
'df the Crown. Mr. St<"t was not of opinion thai Parliainent ought nor, or i oald not, os 
jhiy cafe whatever, viohitc a Charter. '1 he fal'ety ol the coiniiiuinry, at i oi ding to 1 1,.> 
gaaisitnffvilui fiefiuli fufrtna I.tXj might render it the duty of P.nlia.'jicnt to ii.U rlere m 
. certain cafes. Hut this was none ot them. Neither did hi think, that ironi the pr<-a 
ient interferencepf Government in the atfairs of the EaO-india Company, iheotlier 
ChafteredSocieties in the kingdom had any rc.afon to loiiieive any a,prehen<'i ii..- 
jTlu’rt: was an >nWifenr> of nature and citeumjfunce which ellablill.ed a very elTunt.al 
' ehfferencc between she P.aif Jndia Company and every other Clmrlcrcd Society. Th.'l 
ditcunuftance was their Ttiritorial I’ropcrty, and their lnipc‘ri.il Pua tr. But Hill, he 
' corfteoded^ 4hrt no necelUJy h.id been Ihcwn for violating the C” arn r of the Coin- 
l>anyin the jircfent fituation <>f atlairs. 'ihe Conij'any wi.e n'>r rJa.ikiupr. 'Jhe 
OTeafiires propofed were no ot'ser than a disfranchsl’cmcnt of the Cnnipaus, and a 
Conlifcaticn of their goods in the hands of feven Commiiiioiu r*'. Here Mr. Scott/ 
after .a proper ajotogy for alluding to any thing recorded In fa<r«d writ, read foine' 

, Vjin^s in ditjircnt chapters of the book of wliiih feemed to exjutfs the 

^lendediniuivaitons in the affairs of the Hnglilh Isa(l-In.li.i Company. “ And I, 
ilrwd upon the fand of the Tea, and Jaw a bcall'rife uji out cf tic lei, having /rtof 
and iot h/nn'tf and upoA his horns h» ir'nuns. And they worniipi-ed the 
yliich gavefower unto thebeaJl-j* and they worlhipped the heaJt, l3» !pg/ 
.'vr^'». liitc unto the beaiil > Who is able to make 'ear with liioi } And there was 
given onto him a mouth k vkir^ gieat things ; ant! pdflft.'v. as giten unto him to' 
con’niue fdtry and twoiiicnths. [ Merc, laid Mr. Si otr, 1 bduwc tluieis a uiifiake 
«f fix iriouth'.^ And he caufeth all, both fmali and g eit, rich and poor, to receive 
• mark in th^ /’Httdt 't'jfir fordvad. 

^Hefe |i«tccs, pcnlions, and preragoj, z" clearly marked oei.J 
.And ifevHed'mightily with .1 titong'voin-, faying, Babylon the Gre.ii ['jdainl'^ 
Uie Eaftiklndia CompanyJ Is iVlIeu, is fallen/ and i,> nc th>' habitato,>i nl devils, 
and thehold of every toai fpiru, and ihe cage of every uncl< an b ru. And the 
mercbttica of the ftiall wtjep and moarn over her, for no uan b’-ythhermer- 
« handixe uny meretKemt^rcbandiae of.go'ld, and filver, and prcc.ons rtonds, and of 
pfar^, fUtd^ttellnen,, aiBfpmpbe, and£]k/'aBdfcarieL, and all mamirr of'.'eirds df 
iTom'Jioredottjt wood; and cumdpHAfi,' and odours, and olntincn-r., and 
' ffiltiiKiACr^e, knroil, and fiour, and wheat, ard braAs, and fheep, and hoi fs, 
.'.jltfcharUits, and ibves, atid fouls of niCQ. And the fruits ciiat thy fbul lulled after 
•laiikfftttd from thee, aj|d 'all hings which were dainty andgoolly arc depaned 
Aud thou Ihaft-Hod thorn no mots M ail. -The me-chants of rhefe things, 
made liolrU;.- her, ll.all Haad Mv'tdfi forthe tear of hec torment, wcq*- 



i 'll! V. .ilrii'r;, r.iid /living, Alas, al 4 i ’ tLat groat city^ that 
]i. <.., i;: and liaii.'t, and dockod \uch gi/ld and }^reciuQS ftoott, llftd pcarisT 

t<.r 1 i>iu hi>i..r lo gro.ii iitin-;. is cornc to noagh:. And every thip>fna'%;r^ aod 
t'l - l' ; a-'.y :n lhi{>s, and l.tiliirs, and as many as trade by fca, ftood afAT Ana 

> , V. !ic:i tlioy l.i'v :h'* li:vjNf oF her burning, lasing. What eitj is llke.U^oj^S • 
y. a; i.:> ; Anti ilvr i. alt tli.ii ontluir heads, and irit-d^ ’weeping aixi waili^ nij;* * 
ii;,, Alas, J'as' that greai tityi, wlur. Inwcrc made rich all tluit had IfatpS.'W tht^ 
Is’.., nvivaieioth r cnjld.ni iL ' fui in nrie houi is Ihe made defolate.” ' ■ ’ 

'I 'o reading ot tlis a!’i>v., as may bs imagined, kept the Houfc in a toii. MiJ.' 
St at all:., in ihf tu-n '.s ot his fpcccli, liuotfd the fpeech nf Brutus, who, ipcaking of 
Catiar, lav s, ■ ^ 

■——— lie would be imwn’d --■■«—— 
llowth.it might ih.inge his natuie, there’s rhequeftion. 

Mr. S.nln'nt'.l, the sndfme with whn h Miniltry attacked 4 he JRights ojf 
tl.'; t’f.n, I'.v, V. i gr.'dier than that of General Warrants, whiih were happily got thfe 
b-tt.p i 1. ttv , .Its ago. For ihife nib'dged A canfe of violence, filit the 

the C'>’i..’aii\ ..ili'dgid not any fpciial .ad of delinqufeuty,' Hefaid thac adii 
Of >i.aer ag.iiwll la., had Ler-n bf>rne, and might be expeded to be yet borne, ib this 
« oan.r/ : a'l. < t e* ..i i igainll law, Aij’jioried bV the judgments of la’wycrs and ' 

i..i;e^, the e«. ii>rry n.-ver would kar. On this fubjv'’l heqnrrtcd a padagc from thdr 
j-..lii-icjn, and pi.ifotiinl Tlmcyduif'f who remaiiis, that sitjujlice is more irkforac to 
, I n ih.in vio'ti.te: li(;c,'nl'e iiijuftice, feeniing to come fronv equals, provokes inciig> 
uat-on ; bat Isenduied ici a mailer of inevitable late or iicccflity. He te¬ 

ll -.led lieic on the < on,aid of the Parliatnei.i about the middle of laft century, when 
: 1 k y wen .an\it>ub tog t ng iiie Charters irotn ilu Burghs.—He alfo reflc£led on.the 
Fail;,ime.it taking rln’ command,of ihemlliti.-i out of the hands of the Crown, whick ', 
w.i. a prelude t>] a ’.ar of twenty years. Ic had been faid, that matters had'been 
rrolidy ir.iftn.tr.aged, and that many ei'iormltiea had been committed in India. Buc 
whofr fault Vas th.ii—the fault of the l^nedors, or of their. Servants in india ^ 
'■{’he Diredfo.s, ;i'. w.vj confelTcd, had always tranfinitted for the dirtdion.of thctlfl];., 
fervam". abro.id, the pureft fyflem of ethics*^ Why was not that lyftera carried in^i' 
tsei’.Klon?—1 h.:. w.r <iwi:ig to the wiekedrefs of their fervants, not to any ditfed ' 
III the conllitiui’iu (;’C 1. ercmcr.t. The accemplices in the imprifonment, and tnil^ ' 
fciiutu-. of Lord r’501, had liccn b-.oughi tojultice b/ the Proptiotors, before the' 
Court of King's h. h ; and fj might oth'^r delinquents. But if tile power of the ' 
D.i.-ciois be loo liiKill, giv*' them more.' He delired that it mi^hc be conlidcred^ 
that ilirii- was no al-iaiion in the law^, of thedegiec of power poflcired over the f(:if.*\ 
vaots ril tiu’C'.'iiii'auy, hut only of ihe pi?rfuiis Who were to mfpedl their Conauftl. ' 
'.f !’i’ iil'coi Ilf ihis .11 \v indiiailon of aOoiut <i* Dir'xMors w'as yet doubtful} e^en.tKffJp' 
m ght be t'jund iiiadequati- to tl'.c dillaUl ge’vcrnmcni of India. De te fubul/t 
no: even w’f/or I The b.inkrup'.i y of the Coinjdinv was A Matter ivliich 

al l ad doiihfful, an.l time ought to he gi.anted for enquiring iu% it. Herepeat^*^ 
that p.*lT'.i(r<' !u (.):hello, where l^fdeniona tnes,—“ Kilt me not to night, rny Lord f 

Let mi 1 'vi; hut one d.jy,—one liour- 1 his prayer ’was rejefted, And repentance'' 

fut ■.ft-,., il the f.si.il il«*ed.— - It h.is bei.n faid, th.at the anairs of the Kail Indi« 

Crimp:.;iy are fife, Iving ciitrulieJ to the c.ire of refj’cdlable Commilfioncrti. 1 liktt ' 
rill tn.' nil,*, fit their being refponlible ro men that’apfjoinied them, and the rather^ 
that th. fe nil n aiv tl'.emfelves i'cfp nibble for 1 heir condudl. The refponfibilitjr'of the 
former will fet tire the latter, and plat e them beyond all rcfponlibility. If It was' 
right, eontiiiucd Mr. Scott, to veil the power of nominating the CommiHioacrs in 
ihe Crown, why not velt that power in the Crown ah iuUie.^ , If it was right that ic 
Ihonld be jdaced in Parliament, why not continue'ii ? It had been obfcfi'ed, that the 
Clown had in reality enjoyed the power of diredking India affairs, through the'medi¬ 
um of the J’rnprietors. It lu, why Ihould not tbq Mimftas of the Cri^wj) 'UiKe a/hqw 
ef the blame for the inifi unduA of thofe afiairs. ItWAA a iiewthit%, Mr%'j^tt oh-'' 
f> i ved, to fee the very perfons who had objofled to the Aft of T773 as'a premCot for 
riicroaclung on the Rights ofCharlered Companies, now quoting that very Aftf 
realon for fupporting the Bill under cqnlideratiom It was-thus *that One pw^iSdcnc' 
begot anriih.’r, and that the beginning of evil was as the letting out of water. TKe' 
great ,.1-M f.ir taking the power out of the hands of both the Proprietors anc(Direftot;s'^ 
was, that they dallied w.th one another. But would it be laid, that when two ca.-. 

M z opecating 



t 85 J 


left from fo fiful an attack upon tiit ^>^l^^3c-til‘n^, tfi« 
VtCtwl ittc'lf ihould I'oun b-.: tincc'd in fum-ii'ic-i terms not (lie iimft lii>not)r' 

a^le to the nation. Tobc|;h:i., he thnm^lu iheiMJ ^^a 1 founded on puii< iples oi the 
jg^b^dagrant injufticr,and that it gave allab luthc c.tal^of the Knglilh Conflitmion^ 
3^ when he conlidfied who ti w.i.i that gavi. t’lU wmsp.d, he was ready to ci\ (eit. 
Unite/ oTf to change c la'he a I l'>r f ri}< i.iul grniiiid, Itc co,.Id not help e.illing 
to niind the conduit of Joab to Ainjl'i, v hen lie took him iiy tlie heard wjili one 
hand, whilft with theothef he thruft a dag-'/r mio hii heait, 'fhe faued penman 
addedf But .-/nafa laus not awiire of the jw^iJ ;n !' ,r.d.'' Sir Bichard faiu^ 

that after an -Honourable fientlenui., who had lately ipoki, ! .id protluccd fo niucU 
fenpture, he hoped he ihojid be (MKluiud I >.' ha\J:ig quoted a few fentenres Ironi 
that c\cellent oidhook called the it.bk,.ind thov.j^ht nwa.s no bad wilhiotlic Iloufe, 
tltatthey might he better a>.qua nied '.Mih it in th- -.i y and , M“iiie. Ih- w Hied 
not to britvg ac. illations agaiini .my n jU ; but he ventured to 'ij'j-e.i! to evei y JVlembiT 
in that Allemblv, wluthi-i, if the Kill h.id Iven brotiehi t<i by aiiv Aiiutiiiiil ration, 
Vfhercof-the Right Ilt.iiour.iblc Scoietary of the sVii,g P-imUiiuiK dnl not m.ike a 
part, he Would not, before thib time, have been c.-llnig out lor iini-eachiTiCMt:,, nbe.s^ 
and haliers^ And svheilu-i he would not h.isc ni.ide V\ illmintler-? l.il!, C’ovent- 
Garden, th<’ Sliakefpeare 'I'avc:!!, aiul, ai’cci. all, tue walls of tbai Home, to ting .md 
«tJio with the liin .,'1 of ihai j ower whit ii he lilinti lf wj-, no'v .iboui to | ut n<io the 
Miutfters liauds' llul w ho w a < I'fiss lite iVliiulter '—Ob ' tint ',i •trit.n-i .y, &e. &.e. 

SirRichaid faid, th.il lor him i<> oftcr a gdi to ore who h-id lie whole patronagi of 
th*; liafi at his t a d who by this Ilill. was ni.id' gre.ircr, not than this or 

that NaboI>,-biir fhan ail lb- Of' il Naiv-iis togeincr, would be pii limij'tion indeed; 
hnt it till' Right Hoiii ura'.'! S(. relaiy would .n-i-ept lo (nail a i'"'-,! a* a new motto at 
his haoilc, it Ihould be ih. lollowing; ,Vecj./w yii.r.''t fisr he wa''- fure that 

neithrr fa'nc fant rt’irr, nor<mi'^.#«( fiure, were at ail 3 ul'cabje ta the Right Ho- 
ntiurahie tJeiitb-rnan in the prefrui mft.n-f e, a' he ('Ti'vailcci .i-. well intlu I'.ijueKiio Ziiha 
in tbo a^eTsJo; fothat in nm', both Ajax and I Isltcb wife umicd; and that il might 
ever be laid of him as it waj ol the divine poet, Milior, 

'* Since Nature i'/Jdr.'t f>i)th:r ro, 

. ‘-t. 


** '2'')fnaki a tbrrdyj^'e join’d tttc n^ci izw.' 


Knt if, as a vnirtby Gentb-man had h.nted In a former debate, the Right llnnrmr- 
aylc Sette:a,iv' tfiould indud lole the I'lnne of tbe \utn../ tf t I'- r*-thought thp 
Cxieen new Pirecloi'), uiiu tlicir Subs, might pvr-perly allutne that oi Pto/'/e if tkt 


A 


tie did not W'lh to tlie the Hn’jfe witli a fceond dili'ertation on 0['ties ; bin lie, i-milil 
help rHcntie'iii'g a c ire urn ft ante which llrvck liini a Icw d .'s ar. ,, h. w.ts walk- 
^5*88 Pafio-g by a ijiathemarieal inftnihient ih«i’, In !a'.v ihi-pelere of a dil- 

'tJufU'd vifagf, wliitii he could barely make out ; ilc thought, howrser, it might re- 
' prefciu Ktit.initta wttf.no > He had the corioftry to 'Icp into the th 'p, and csaiiiined 
ir rikiT»#gh another glaf', v.l.cil, to his Itirpri'/e, he feund il to k'i lai^hing-tuau, 
. He thought with hirnf-if, 'hat wh.lil L’nijnuia tifjtj' rliole will 

He dul »p>r deny K t I'siive lerned;. w .i ■ wani'ng for ' h ■ clifoi^i' s whith prevailed in 
b ir India Aft-nrs ; but he tbuuglu toireciiont and ahft.itKus thnuld be tried liefore iiw- 
put.{ty,n had been fo liiiddenfy' determined 'ti; an^he much que'liomd, whether Orr- 
J’riptioni of the I^giit tlonourable f»«r/e« and his ijeaVly beloved l>ioilier Doffor San~ 
£' .,d 1 , -wot Id be ctnvarioUS tow^irds a ; though he «i- .v‘e.d lua both the one and the 
o-ber woiild pocket fornefor ibeJr mujtotis diiiuf^he, whii h w.is fion cxj'«cfc4 
xo operate by aiTuU violeiit evacuafiuit on the whole Court of Dnecttirii. JBefides, it 
w,is agrc'-d on all haAds (he /poke with./iibini/Hon to the F.'i''i!lryy that witcre (even 
Pb'yfieians and r.irte Apothecaries were called-iu, as a worthy Member of that Uoiife 
btrfoli'e ftilcd the new and thdit Sab-, the (hath of tire patient was at 

h.itod. US'xneatif hot at all irdfe^ on the Ri'ght Honomablo Secrclavy’s Cea^t 
efr/iitf Icfj pn the Klwors iH'bo wtir; nominated by virtue nf that C>.if‘e 

J'FIifji of* the contrard|||r the h'ill»iu/i [lafs, Le congratulated the Houfe on ibe 
c/mkci'a^lie kwew there ^rc among llieiujinen of iniegriiy, men of fvnfe, ainl nnm 
cf Uirfiriefi. He/ho'i.ld, !. I’A-wer, be iispitfieht to he-rr how them We l.ord at the 
head of thcNiru; Dii'eclioo Ruard would reconeik this Bill, with hi» agamft a 

* lunilar 
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onr* in iV vi'ni’ as lx* lUwughl; that it the noble hori ftstfjttdifffM/i 


t-< It, ll’ Illuli .lljjllllt ihlb. 

Sii Jlniiiiij ilicii iaul^ lu- mull bi’i^ to take a leap bii-k to tlie title of the B ill^ 
Ms Itulh, that i! is “ j-/ Ihll J;} ve/hn^ tbt j'ijfjths of the Jutji IttAet C 4 ^ 

i» the Ih-tadi of trilut'i Coi‘!irttlj'''tiin i, jot the Ben ft if the tuti 

I’ui'l'L ."—“ J.i'i us now l 4 ;c(laid birKicbard) howthis fpacioustitle agrees widh 

th.- ri jl 

The I’artics I’upfmr. d to be bendited are the B^tbbc and the Bmprittori t But as itio 
Cojit i>r Direclors bige.eJ by their Connll-l, tlui they uaght be accufed, lb both the 
I’uLil.c and the Pi-Hpru-tnis have intreated, that they might not ht htnfited. 

IVih.ips tliey c»n!dn(t t'-mn a better judgon-nt of the htneft, whieh the fmhlit 
think ihe^, are to derive fiuin ihi'^ Hili, than by i unhdering that tHeCity ofLunduA 
had adi.ally pi-titionej, iliai they ii'..i’,ht be escluded from any ^Ltbcfc btKeftu 
And \Mih legard to the t'ox ftbfiu.'t, or ihe ].ubiit in general, we eovtflpot look witiv>, 

out iloois, without hearing tlic- liill, and the authora ot it, ewciateflon every fide 

a-.ii this, n'liwichdaiuhi'j a tribe ot I'.irehng iwnfpaper fi-ribblera endeavoured, fo 
the W'lilcl into a bdn f, that the H.ll was both popular and,I'alutary. One Fr«> 
j'.i'tor lit pattii. ular, is npiight, a.s honeil, as independent a man as ever dignihed a 
1! ill i:i St. Siephi n’» Cliapil, and no man tilled it with a better giaei*, was I'o fearful 
• .1 I'u' wiiiih might accrue to his 4 cXjo 1. Indi i lluck fioni this Rill, that he- 

H..’dr'Lied ill/' Houle ag.ii..il it, nith a I'k ling and a pirlu's, which Sir Richard laid, he 


i 'Ij.ed, Would h.lSi 
A', ih. ri lore ihi- 


g.it a dt<Ki n \ote» that it might not pal’s, 
ii.'/r.ind the />iiV were at inch nr'-c.uiclk'abh 


vsrtanef, that 


rhi 1 l w as ..i> 
tl: It .IS !'i( at 
m' '1', ih.il 


t'li'in.n!-' a ".alit'.jn helween tbein, rih'iii'di Irime (Tenll!'.ll'..n nr''!.' 
eonirantles in naiuie b.nl .'Miire’iinc ir.tUj rtl) he ihould beg Ic. 
if the Bill I'alUd tlun Houle, it might be printed with the foil 


.. !-J 'J itic : 


lit ink;, 
iVIt tw 


*• 


“ A lliil tor moll unjuAly, violently, and forcibly wrtiling the AHVIrs of the 
Jsail- India C'>mp.in/out oi the hands of the jireteiit twenty-tour Directors, ai.d 


'• Iwr j lacing them Ml tin* bands or Lfitain ne-.v Directors mrd their Sub',- lib for 
“ llrt'ngthen.iip the Iiiuu.'i'n-e of his .Vlajellypiei-cnt Minifters; and for deari'ig 
“ the v.ay f(.c iln total abolition of I'everal nji ! *l‘s C’haiters yet exiltinp, in thi.> kin*^ 
dom ; 3 ud toi atlorning a fjx-edy piostiion r<« lever.il refpetlable tnend-, ;obbers. 


“ and adhtreuts (d !.; M.»|City'.'pieleut M 'n’icis ; vshich ti'iCiuh, jobbcis, and ad- 


** hi tents, arc n<>.v labouinnr nm; r the m ’it lie-..editous circumllance-:, and ^ery 

inipurtun.'itc to be ieluvcu.‘‘ 

He had only to add, ili.it if the Right If' iiourahh* Secretary ssouW conlcnt to thin 
* rifling ii'f.tfiUintnt in the Title cl tti? iSiil, which he tliought qirtc iutficier.t to inak.f 
it peiL-'.’tl.' < oatidcnl isiih tiie pr!:ii'[ U'Ot the Bill itlelt, that he w.nild not 'Mily di¬ 
vide ss ih him that ese.img upon me i^jcllion, but thould feel the higiicll ransfaciioti 
til making one ul his iuitc, when he carried it up to the Lords Spiritual and i 
'J'emporal. , '1" 

Mr. Anrefuted what R|r. Hill had faiJ about Icrihblers, at\d made a very 
.tie fpcech in dcLeiice of the Bill, which had 'tiore rcafoning and argumsnt in it th m 
aoy fpeeth that has bun fpoken in fl»pi>ort vt ihc B.ll, c.-tccpt thole by Air. Secretary 
Fox, Mr. liilkir.c, and Sir Orey Cooper. 

Lord Mut.ck.ss L oppofedthe R.lt, and contendedchieily agair.fl It on the ground, 
that the new powers mtrs'duced by the Bill, in the form of-inilut'i^c'e delivered inia 
the keeping of the .M'r.iflcr, ihrcaitoed the utiAoll datiger to the Conlntiiibn. Mi« 
I.ordihi, faid, it wa-. agreru by all good writer:., lhai if ever the Coriillfatloi) vva;; 
mined, it would he hy the i".tr»duitiOn of new powers, that did not naturally belor.g^ 
ro it. His Loidfliip [uili'-d hU arg>'tnenr fo I'ai, at to declare it ttenched upon the 
prerogative fo much, as to render it not improbable, chat upon iirnilar grounds the 
Crown might be declared ufelefs, [A cry of Order, OrderJ Lord Mulgruve afleftei 
fhai he wa.s not out of Order; he had a right to urge the extremeft pdGble wfile- 
qiienccs, in fc.ppoi t of his argnmeiit. Hi| LoriUhip laid Lome fevere things .utgainil 
Mr. Fox, but declared he did not dilliketha Coalition ] he thou^t the Jituation ofVh'e 
Country lequircd a juiictioii of talents; he willjed their balls, however, had been 
kro.tder ; thii no body had been preferibed, but tliat men of Abilities from all quarter^ 
h.sd been taken in to lerve their Country, at a in'-»rneii.t when it Rood to m'ceh in need'* 
•f great alluUacc. With regard to .^r. Fo.r, tie f»Id, hc ought always to be in power;' 
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Ikjji fopcrlor talents fnt'ulfd him To fuLn a ftitauun,—ar If ail, 1.; was ffniihli!*, thit 
.liii^aQUt of power, he iiid lohn ir in.f' hirl. 

^ ijjsti:. Powvs would hardly [.ike .i,. iln- .itifniioii i.f th • lloiifc, fanh-r jliriM i ). m-r 
j^rtrtcib againd tlie rncataie nlii. h (reuth :iu n ai". lo inLoi.'idt laii i\, 

4KKt at lb great a hazard. Miuiilei ■, he i<i..iii|, M.ie lioch.ng more ihaii lom- 

aMpn men,, and they needed to Ik \v.ui, hed * l- U i'. 'I i:>' i u 1. 11 had fully e'K.- 
linccd him of the expediency 01 Im h ^ r. .uni, i cm ni. Hi ix-l.vj.i, witli loiri-vv, ihe 
^sl'ranchlU'nieDtol the Chartc-iid R ul hi. i I•l'ntlyl1l01.; 1 c fju'taMi the ai'-iiLiri" 
•nd uiifery inio which the iiui;- i wa" i icli-iuly t.j 1 ) ■ ylungej ;—And nlmt 
jkbrmcd and diitrclTed him lieinud .ill il.nn, r'ile ".as, he iri.*.,ed t hat he and 
many of the independent Mctnher •'>1 1 ii.i'. i l.iiifi, v. m- <|ii.iiu'd .tu.l tianipled unacr 
loot. But he thoui^ht that wa-. bin .1 {•>.'1 ir". m;'!'. .>> iii. ii .iji'-rliiie*. tie could 
JUit fubmit to fitch irtMllIu .n W.lhoaj I'ptcl';:, . d.iyialn ; joil li ..at njiutoUid 
by thecoaiiiUHIion, th.iC thole who lulUi.d nic 41 di.;n.t‘(M n;cli liiin, Weic 

Gciulcmen orlhc Hrll leputaMon, tor uiu.-j.iv .u .i He .».l\,iied 10 ih- 

term whicJi had been vou d loi the c •ri.ni' iii im 01 ibe p-.K' 1 "f ili,- i,» w itirerlor. 
To that period h" hi'd no obi. rtior, ; imi iu-bi., 1 n ov i . b .in r.i-i'i^wu oi r. j> 
toinati^ig v.'ai ilifrcairei to biloii;; - --He hcbi 'u. the i.ir as iiuclled 

with mure j.'iwer .nid aiithoiiiy ilj.in ihey knew imw to oh ; .oui me 'iileimr Dir<clotk 
sure bent.ith .ill cotilidi rril'on, 1 heir aiiihoniy v.as i oiiiei.!, i.l Ic : it w.is but the 
fli.ide of the departed lionoui'of 1 ne l.i=e J)iiei*tori, and niriii j I'-Ipeci Jo lulii'ni'i- 
cant, APcl lair. in;, ib'o e'.v.th it Inch I'.gnatuu''. of i.ii.un^ .in.t i!il_,iaie, th.il no out 
e£iii.:t 'JcKviption va , in his ojiiii;')n,.i piopci jK-rfim mr b-mp, admiited to tli'" hi>- 
ilor nf a r.irli.nru'iitaiV f. at. j\Ir. Fo'., In* ln:d, iiad il.'..i\cd linn i m. eilin;^)), —• 
his prot'i'lliiiiii ofdilnt.'reilcdn'!’. and zeal for llic puiblu goo.l, h.id inclined luni i» 
hope for me iti.res th.« '.lould il.fy his ; rofe iions ; Init he l.ati hoped in vain. Th4 
* Honourable (F;;-itlcman ftill toniinued to .ivuvr liic pi.iity of hi:. princij>lrs, and to 
hid hijilclud.d i-ountrMTieii triUfto his fimcniv; but for his part, he w.as not tube 
caught by his fair prcr.mft:!. it was a'm'.N'im with bini to judge by nicajures, not by 
and by that juk hr iiieanr to try all the abettors of the prefent enormous Bill. 
This Bill ann. d .a mortal blo.e at rh< tndrjcndcr.cc of thr Repreletitatlvrs of the fub- 
jects of G eat Britain : they mlp,hl Hill rct.ain their feats, but fieedoin of fentirnent 
and fpt'icli, the glorj' of Englubineti, and ut Englilli Metnbv.rs of Parliament, were 
no mure. 

Mr- I'o.T Tofe, not f.> much to remove the unfavomable opiiii.ni'. (i.-nilemcn had 
ef his conduct as .» Minilfer, as to wipe oil' tlie infamy and reproach thc_\ l.dd, in the 
cmirtie of that deb.ate, bc’eii pleafed to call upon his rcput.itloi. j , j. jn.m. Me thought 
hi’ had lie . cety vnhandtoriiely treated—It was not iii.jugh that (lenileiiK'n hadt 
allowed li.fri ro piotlnr-f, no v,rtue, no iiieilt w In’iceer; they had aliribcd to him 
inany paheive dcfcel«;, ai'd.had eapivfltd ihcirm.alicc ; for he would i.!;! it nothing 
. butntalite, with all^ihe virulence and all the m.iliguily winch fancy could Invent. 
There w.>s one circemfiancc of crimination which he look e^cefidingly ill. An Ho* 
jr>urahlc Gentleman (Mr. Powys) had charged him with a fpccies of deliiApu ncy 
which tc'uehcil his fee l ugs more llian any tithu, bcc.sufc the only puneiph-froiii 
which it lOi’ld '.low, 'las a printipk* the m.rft oppoi'te of .sH oihcis to ihok iiy which 
lie wax aiK..stod. Thu (5ent!.-inaii had faid, fh?' in conliduii.- of the rjtnl inajo- 
lity which Mintllry had in that Hoafe, he had m '.''.ted the wt.ikcr party—in hi« 
©w!’. wotJs, orlomcthitig like his own words, cvt> ibe •ii.josence of in- 

di^icudcnt Members. It was,, he Paid, a cruel infiunat.on ; and it w ,is as unjuil as 
it was cruel—It /uppoled h«tn-guilty of a crime win h he ucser was capable of con¬ 
ceiving t and it plainly decIaYcu, ih.st .ill hi, profelhons of candi ur, ef difmtordled- 
nefs, a id of .Vitachnicnt to the Uored pghis of mankind, were rothmg, tot words^ 
dejulivc words, framed for foiue other porpofe.- He defired, that the Honourable 
Gentleman who .had fpokenof htm with k much freedom, might be slTured, that ixoi 
exprd^ons that had ever falleii from him, ever were meant to him. He did not 
J^utvy, that ever .he had faid any thing perlbnal ,■ if ever he had, it was aimed a( 
noht. iit^'nant Members, vhonre fb fond of their own conceits, and «Iio clunk 
^ery cWo^they utter iLonld be receivt d as a law. Me was not ccrum that he h.sd 
99 t'fuiite time or Other fpoken with that inteniion; but tj blame thr Hot'OuraMc 
’CfOileiTian who frt-med fomueh chagrlne^, w jidd have been among the lafl thinga 
liuAUlvuld baveftruck bitn< His viiiue|.iu* pattiotifrn, hif coinniei,dable rrd, alt 

^ ^ coQij-iml 
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;eftrrrrirpcl to fnrMd any fnch Imi'fachmrnt. The Honewrahle Stcvettrykefe 
ietMj, that Gcmlrmen had that night Uilcovercd unL-ommun warmth tn the caui* 
they nerr engaged in. They had been very earncll to thwart and oj^ie hi# 
wilh.'s—They had alfi Jhewn tkill in the inode of iheir attack on him : They bad' 
placed a learned and eloquent Member (Mr. Scott) in the front j and he had ceva> 
:tain!y aci'^iiittid himfclf abJy. Hut Ire was nut yet overthrown ; he truAed to the 
{oodncls of his * .mfe, and the fiipjiorl uf his friends, for I'uoccfs. 

A noble Lord ^Lrud Mnlgravr) had faid much on the Imminent danger that 
had horn broaglu ujK<n the llatc, by the acceliion of intlucnce which the Crown was 
about lu receive. I hat noble Lord, ainl almoll evc-ry other Uentliinan that had 
ijw’kcn, had Jc|ii* i at< *1 that iiillucnce, and at the fame time had beheld with allo- 
•jii'.liiiicnt, tilt change of iiriniiiiles whti h fciilibly aj’peared tti him (Mr. Fox) in all 
his Jail- jMciedings ; blithe would ealily fatis'fy them, if they woQd be Utished, 
tf ilu* grouinliefs nature of ineir tear^ in the tiift inllance, and of their deception in 
tbr oilur. i he inilucin e they fo (luicli div.nl, he laid, is not an inAtUUicc that wdj 
level r to tliv Crow 11; it iiuy revert to the Crown ; that is not inipofllblc ; but it is 
iriore likely M return to r/c h:Jt[>t»dint Mtmlfin rf t!n<Ujuf \ to thole very Mctn- 
Ftrs, ofgr.ifi'ing at wholejiidiljiulablt rights 1 am now acculed—but falfcly actufed, 
Jtel]vcfinif the change of my prim.pies, 1 decl.uc that I am llnfiblt of no Tit 4 l 
ih.inge; ihere is none fui h taken plaec: At this ciiy moment 1 poffefs the larnii 
^.il.),,lies of tin Right:, of the Parliament, and of the Kople; and I watub with tl^e 
Tone V iiLuiiilpeiition that e\ei 1 d.d, every degree of undue patronage or iiiAuencc 
which tl.e Crown may acquire. When I went into oiHce, the power of the C&.iwti 
had Sivn dim'unihed; the rliiVe."cnt powers in the State wen; pretty equally poifed ; 
that was a llate 1 wifhed to li-i them tit, and it is a ifatr that they lhall alw'ays con- 
lindcin, if my belt < \criions can eli'cct tltat delirabk objedt. With regard to the 
bankruptcy of the Company, the learned Geutleinan (Mr. Sceti) who has fiid ib 
much, has t«id us that the llateineiu of another learned Gtriuleiiian, who is now abfent, 
wss fucb and fuch, and that he had advanced fnch Aubborn fadl®, that nothing could 
xeliA them. Is it fair thus tofombat one, with the opinions of a man who is nqt 
here to give his rcalons? But this is the way, the unfair way by which 1 am ar- 
tickcd—■. very Gentleman on the oppofite lide of the Fbnife has lent his terrors in 
.11 ray before me; but 1 am nor to be terrified. I uiulcrlland their terror’; and if 
J give it us j roj'i r appell.ition, it is nothing but envenomed malice. Mr. Fox ob- 
a’-rved, th.;: Ins Bill had been viohntly oppofed in all its llages; but h.Aood on A> 
I'curc a bal'-., and, wK.it ibinc Gentlemen might wonder to hear him fay, it was I'o 
populir, that he wn'..ld r.ot be afiaid to trull ita.ill‘ue to the deeifion of the Public.-— 
it hau beer, .ibuirdly faid, that the prciciu Bill both increafed and decreafqd the 
jv)W(.r of tbi Crown. In (bid's u.irue,'laid he, what power of inAuence dues my 
Rtll take fr nit the Cro'vn, that ir poileAcd before ? Or what power does it ad<^ that 
it did not poll'efi before r Tii^ Bill takes no iiiAuence from the Crown ; but it .adds 
a gjod'deal to Parliament; and if it be doubtful in any of its tendencies, it is p.ar- 
liarnentary duty to felecl it tarefully, and to try to correit its defeels. The Right 
llono'jr.iblc Seeretaiy mncludcd with alletting the rights of the indej'endent Mem¬ 
bers ; and with declaring, that to deprive them of any, ihould be the laA artion of 
bis life. 

Ml. Pow'-.-s reminded Mr.Fox of I'ome of his former declarations; which feenieii 
to conv-y the idea of imonlillcncy in fome of his aAions. 

Mr. Scott dt'lired to know' by wdtst authority he .was fo fuhjeiVrd to the con'* 
troul of Mr. Fox, that he could not deliver his fentitaents.at the beginning or eu4 
i.f the debate, as he himfclf ihould think proper. 

Mr. Fins KING delired to -know of Mr.Scon^ in what part of Mr. Fox’s fpeech 
shat Honourable Gentleman had atiatnptdlxo impofe any fuch controul pn him. 

Mr. W. Pi T T made Ibine remark* oC the •ftrfmal ebara/ier and politieal cuf 
tif^lions of Mr. Pox. He faid, the Right'Hon. Secretary made liis .powerful and 
generous connedlions refpoiiAble for aH his actions. He Aiewedlo Mr. Powys the 
manner in whirh he fuppuled Mr. Fox wilhed to .treat tho wde^iendenc Members of 
Parliament. He liewailcd in very lofty Arains the deviation, ibe very remarkable 
deviation, the partizansjof a late noble*Marquis had made from his upright prln-- 
ciples; and he pitied a noble Lord, and fome others, who had been fo inconAderate ' 
AS to cutbuk in the perilous ocean of politics^ with men who were likely to cor- 
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fH|« Adou ffc Iiftd i fr^ touch at the Coalition ; and pi’ophHied, in virf po(i« 
:fMf»tCRti8f of the difatfraus events which the event of that nighrt debate wai 
■ dotK t« precipitate on the nation. 

'^Th»-A ttoRMcy Gemerax. reprehended Mr. Pitt for his pcrfonality 3 defended 
'^fce Bill Ateavoutlyy and argued it on its feveral grounds, ncccihiy, infiuente, and 
Wpedieiicy. He declared he was as' much an enemy to the Influence of the Crown 
h» ever, and ftid> if the new influence To much complained of in the rreienc Bill, 
had been ^veii to the'Crown, heihould have been againft it. |ie palled an cul(» 
«um on Me. Fox; laid that he did not care a ruth for his ofScc, and that Mr. 
Arden Ihoold have it the next day, if it were not that his holding it were neceflaty 
for the fQ]>porr of his Right Honourable Friend. He urged the folly of talking of 
fhe facrednefs'of Chartered Rights, when fo great an oWjefl depended on their Mu¬ 
tation 3 and aiked, what was the confideration of a ^in of oarchment, with a waxed 
feal at the corner, compared to the happinefs of thirty uiilltons of fubjcfls, and ihc 
^refervation of a mighty empire } 

Mr. Arden retorted on the Attorney General fo^’his reprehenlion of Mr. Pitt 
' ^or perfonahty, and reminded his learned Friend of his having faid within thofe 
ttralk, within a very few months )>all, that the man would feal his own damnation^ 
whofluMiId give a vote for a particula^f queftion, before the Houfe at that time. Mr. 
Arden declared, he had given his vote, notwithllanding his learned Fritiul's ana¬ 
thema, but he did not beheve he had incurred the perilous predicament alludtd 10. 
Mr. Arden toldtiis learned Friend alfo, of the (Irong and |x>iatcd language In uhich 
he had been ulid p fpeak of the Earl of Shelburne. After this Mr. Arden went 
into a recapitulation of arguments againd the Bill, and produced ap entry of a de¬ 
bate upon the inllitution of a Milhia'in former tunes, to Ihew how analogous the 
language about the Influepce of the Crown^ then held by the King’s Solicitor, w'as 
to that now held .an the other fide of the Houfe. 

Mr. Ank-n talked of the vaft ctl'cA the new influence might have on Mr. Fox, 
(o Whom he was at prefent ready to fubferibe, as a man of unmoved integrity. He 
fuot^ again the rwo lines cited firom Shakefpeare’s Julius Catfar, by Mr. Sootr, 
•admeant to have added the fifteen following, but quoted them raihec impcrf^rfllyil 
^ey are as follow 4 


» ■■ '■ . ' '■ ■ He vnould be ctwiti d ' —— 

jHaCtf ihxi utifit ebantv bis mitut e—~tbere’^ •suf/lusk 

it ~ii the bright day that brings Jortb the add-'t ; 

• jtsd that troves wary walking 3 crown bius-^tbat-^ 
afmd then I grant we pttt a Jttng in him, 

^ That at bis will te may do danger with, 
yh’ ahufe oj greatneft iSf when »r disjoins 
■ Xentorf- from Power } and, to truth of C,ejarf 

f baite not known when Idt a^eflions fituayil 
JMere than &i$ s eftJon—^But 'tts a common 
yttat fowhnep young ambition's ladderf 
iybenta tie climOer upwards turns bis face j 
But when be once attains the sttm^ round^ 

He then unite the ladder tumt his bmekf 
I Leeks M the clouds, /coming tie haje -degreet 
^ which h did ajeend'j So Cajar ntay^ 
ybtn hfi be may, 

• Mf* ^TLE«ilvoiic4E -oppofed the Bill, and otiackad Mr. FoX| charging 
with h|sving ltdkthr confidence of the couatry by joining ^he noble Lord in thr Blu# 
Ribbotti Mr. WilberfoKC cssqcluded his tprech with a quotation from Milton 3 

' ihac paBage hi whi’ek the faUhs-fjjiirit is addrrfled. 

Mr. Rtcev faid, he had neither fumilhed-bimielf with » quotation from Milton, 
far a auotbtion from Shakefpeare, which he bad not rxpefled to have met with iq 
khnt day’s debate; nor,'wbat was more •extraordinary, had he expeded to have 
'^iMrard a quotation from Scripture through the mouth of a lawyer i but yet he hne^ 
domHhed himfelf with a Tew arguments iit defiance of thr Bill. Mr. Rigby then, 
in hit ufttsl) plaini maply> ctmunph fenfe mode of rexfoning^ proved chu Ute Bill 
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titery Way juflititbie. Ke iildi hehMi bees on tComnuttVb «f j 

iwng Kguaft the ycar.1772 t that at that tihle they fawenougjhtofnakcthcm I 
and that a Bill ot Regulation wal brought iil iad pafled next jitw* H* 
vas a little furprizetl how thofe who luppottch thatBiU»conM hhye tho i 
bppofe thtl. With tegard to all that had bcjUi Cud al»^t 
Con&lcawon of Property* it might ikrve tor the 
fenfes ihUll regard it as a mere bugbear* to frighten cbUdi«Q» mc Chhftfr of 
Qompany was violated .in 1773* &a’d To it muft ba agaiai or hll pretence to re^ijltt 
louft be abandoned. Mr. Rigby decUTcdi hb had rather hare wiiM, tbb new 
Once which he acknowledged ttiull indiCpenfably be created* had been given to the 
Crown, but he was perfuaded it was fife* where it yruto bb lodged j and he a^gniA 

various reafons for entertaining this fcntilnent. ^ ‘ 

Mr. Jf.>kinson ftarted his old objedtioo Of the BtU's erbating a new Execuct'lrW 
Govenunent wtthin the toalni* independeiit of the Crown, ffe aifo lepunlled cto 
H iufc, that the Bill would comihit this Country for all the debts drat now werb «r 
might become due in the £aft> 

Mr. Du M DAS rofe torefeue his Sill of the lalb yedr Rrom the tharge alledgett 
agamlt it, of giving Earl Cornwallis defpotic power, hecdufe the Cioivnhad, unde 
that Hill, a power of recall at its pleafurc. Mr. Dunilas faid, the Bill had brought 
him up 400 miles, as well as the Honourable General oyer the way* hut hs 
fcamV* determined lo oppolc it as highly uncouftitutional | having faid this* he wtAC 
ovf-r his obl'crvations of laft week again, and Inlillcd upon it, that the appointment: 
ol a Set rctary ot State for the Ealt Indies would have been more eligible. 

Mr. SuEKiDAN, in an animated and pointed fpeecb* replied to the Lord Advo* 
cate ; went through the principal parts ot his Bill of lalt year with him, and provedt 
tliac the defpotifm it cloaihed Lord Camwallis with was fo plain and palpable, that he 
declared, he wondered now the learned Gentleman could keep his countenance, when 
lie feriouily infilled upon it* that his Bill was not equally dangerous in point of 
t r< ating Influence and Arbitrary Power, and in regard to invalion of Chattered 
Rights, with that of his Right Honourable Friend. It was in fail, Mr. Sheridan 
fanl, ten times more fo; and that if it had not^ been folate an hour of the nighty he' 
would then hove proceeded to prove it was lo. This ferious part of his argument over* 
Mr. Sheridan came to rhe more pleafant part, and took up tho leveral quotations o£ 
Mr. Wilberforcc* Mr. Arden, and Mr. Scott, foiling thm each at their own wet* 
pons, and citing with the moll happy eafe and correclnels, paflages from almbtl ths 
fame pages, that controverted their quotations, and told llrdngly for the BUI. He 
qu(»u'd three more verl'cs Irum ihe Revclaiions, by which lie tnctamorphqfed the 
-head with feven heads, with crewns on them* into feven Artels, cleathed m pure drill 
white Jineii. One lide of the Houfe were extremely entertained with the turns Mr, 
Sheridan gave what he quoted. . 

Sir Geouqb How ah o, faid, he ihculd vote igainft the Bill, but declared* as he 
Wa&a man of honour, from no other motive, than frdia not being able to reconcile 
himfqif to the principle of the Bill. 

Sir Orbit. Wray gave a few ihort rcafons, in hi.s plain way* againfi; tht BilL 
lioi'etUy declaring he could not vote for a Bill* which he conceived tobefouAdatt 
«n injuihce and opprefliou at heme, under pretence of holding oucpevtcAion to the 
hnfo;lunate in India, 


The Houfe growing extremely clamorous* and calling fot the quellion fo rod* 
fetauily, that Sir Watkin Lewes, who was upon his legs* could Icftrcely be beard, 

A! Icrman Towns and rofe, and fpoke to Order, .m called upon tlte SpaHhwto 
dnfoivc icgularity ; and declared, if he had not authority cnoi^h to keep the Affemh 
hly in order, fo that every Member mi^t be beaid* that I^u(s would hd^jsob^ 
4iod nor i Parliament. 

The Sp.aAicr.R roiatodefire the Houfe Would be ord^sly* And d^olared* tliatif 
Gentlemen imagined* by creating a confuflon and clathounng for the <|iKtlion* they 
Wo’ild thorren the debate, his long ca^ienee in Parliament^ and b» Kquaintance 
with the effedl fuuh endeavours generally ptoduedd* enabled him to afure them* tbat 
they took the moft unlikely way in the world to attain thsir end. 

Sir Watkiv was then heard for a few HioaeBts i(ftiii£U.y* but the cry for the 
^ueltion becomirg again prevalenti 
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Mrl Alderman TownsE» fn «rc'* morf rofe up to irfift on orJfr. ffc filJ^ tliS* 
^dlHon was one of the inofl iinportaitt to thr- btatc thnt '-mt cai>u: lioticr their 
cbgnizancci and that the mode of endeavouring to iVnotlu r u na'. worthy of the iiu a- 
ilire t but'that the pur)>ofe of the other fide of the Houle ihould not l-c anlwcrcd that 
^7!! for he would fit there till that day fortnight, looner than luhinitto inch an at- 
tM^Irtto defeat difeufton. He added, that fevcral very relpt talilc Oenclemcn wilhed 
to oner their opinions upon the Kill,, and they ought tvi be heaid. 

'Sir Watkis then proceeded to Ifatr his uhjeclioin. to the bill, and declared, that 
his conllituents in Conunon-Hall afletnbled had infirudrd him to oppote it. Ho 
fhould therefore not diichargc his duty to them, it he did not give his negative to the - 
tnotion for reading it a third time. 

Mr. Alderman Tow^sF,^p hlmlVlf oppofed it very firenunufly. Hecontend- 
rtl, that firtec the Bill came into th<- Houle the grounds of it h.:d been llnfud re¬ 
peatedly. That one dav it was the uank.ru|'tcy of the liatl-lndia Company; .snotlicr 
day it was their tnnporary diAiffs ; another day again it was loim tiling lift, and 
thus the grrii.nd w .IS r.iNi'ii and ahaiidi ned, chaiigi d and ehangeil .igain ; iioa here,- 
now there ; at Oi.e time in fight, at .mother S»ehiad‘the h.’i!g», ullat Jalt it was not 
to be tiMced any wliero. It w/s fan!, that thi y.oil-I.i'lia Company .iwi'd t^.iveriw 
anent money, and then-fore thi Ir Charter was ni he Iviaed mi; was that 4 lu'hiient 
plea ? Had not Ginriiiinent abiinilaiitly more than the laluc of the debt under 
lock and key? Woulil not a pawn-broker lend the rti'.ney the Cmup'iiiy ov. iJ aiid' 
wanted, on the fame or 4 werfe I'cLuritv* Who was it prayed tor the imerfcieine of 
Parliament,—-the Pri-pnelors of Kafl-lnd.a lli’cjk? No. They dvfiicd no aid oii- 
fitch conditions. Was it the credi'ors ot the Company? Nu. 'i'iny had rnui ii 
tather lease their feeuniy in the hands of the Coiiip.tny. Cixm thefc ij.nll ons he 
built fevcral argnmens agairftihe Kill, and ritlie 0 h-d the idea of breakiur, through 
Clnirtirs fo wantonlv, doi hiring, that if the prefent Bill pafled, he thoiild not- 
wo::d«T to fci' a prnpolitimi brought forward nest year to put the Crown in commif- 
fi’for .1 eomiriiiiiun of tlnit tort would not be more unLonliiiutioiial than the oiher. 
The Alderman w-as extremely le\ere on the Attorney Gener.il,-lor having talked- 
lightly about Ch-irtcis, and laid that a pine ol pauhment was not to he regarded as 
a nutter (he more fatred, lAerely bnaufe it h«d a large feal hanging to it, in cafes 
where Stsrte necellity requiikd th.it it Ihould iic abrogated, huch language, he fald, 
frnn a Law Other r of the Crow, , i-, to (hv la(l degne ilarin'i'g. 'I •> wli.it foiiri* 

or f.-turiry werethey to 1 lok, n v'harters, hdeinnly granted and latil'f-d, were to be 
thus tri .‘•ted, and iiy his M.ijeily'' Atloniey Gfrcr.il. 

He alfo took m-tii .. of :he Lor.ls Pisjicll"!, declaring, that the Supiri<>r lluufc ut 
Parliament had rreoni. d tlie.r eymiou ot all fmh Bills as me prelent. 

He waScahid to*order, for nfixg rhe Wotd_/.v^>ii'/j, and informed from the C.'hair, 
that it wa' e.stnm.ly iliibrdtrlv tor any iMuiiber ■>*' that Ikiile lo llatc either of 
the three bf-m'-l-tS f-t tht J.egSlIrturc as fupcrlor to the "thi rs.^ l'f>on this he re- 
ilimed hiS argument, and lai<l,- he only meant to Ipeak Ins .sj.ir.ion r,t the privi-* 
leges ei’ioj-'d hv the oilier Ho’ife, of reeording their feniimcni-. upon any imjafiire 
to polleniy, -lud deilared; th r islling the Brbtclls s. the Liids on the Bill of 1773, 
Politiral Libehs, was^ h, 'ih mind, a very indecent ■ ‘efiuTiptioii. 

Mr. AidermaO S', *. v .tiid, he had gis-en two votes in fnppnrt of the Bill, 
bccaufe he in his vo* .'Li-.i.n, ajii lovtd of ih ■ incafure iiehad^fiiiL.* iiei n inflrufied by 
his eonllituentc to '-^-pofe it, ai.d .is he always thought it lu-> dmvo^-y their 
infirucLons, be fiionld do it in thr .I'lame, and vote in a min.icr dirtcrenC 
from that in wliich he h.id hemre voi.-d. A \ his conifitnents, huwever, hao nut at 
the ftane time fifrmthrd him with my .iigamruts ig.il. i rhe Bill, or thrown any 
new* I'lglKs upon it, fo as to lud r e him to alter his op.niou ot it, be thould fay 
notb'ng in -ts lav lur. A file, t vote thercior-* was t!! 'hat could be ekpe^led of iiim^ 
ahd that hr fiu.ddv in obedience to the inllruelioris of his cuAilicuciiU, certainly 
give -sg*ir.i1 it hi 4 ng read a third time. 

1 he cry o: Qgjeftian, Qucfiionf was now again extremely lou 4 , when 

Sir Rog t a r {{iin?.ii & rolV, and begged to be heard, as he w ithed to fia«e a few 
teatoos for thr vctu hr neant to give. Sir Robert faid^ his reafons were four* 
£jld. rritl, Ik: would Aate th-'m as a Proprietoi of India Sio^k, and what was more 
uiitortctate for h'm, a-, an old Proprietor; next, ai a Menhaur; .and, laft of all, as a 
Politi. i.ar, for every min in this coimt-at' was, and had a right, to be a Pohtinan. 
Bii'Rvbtri.tlien iUtVJ, th.jj he had bought 'India Stuck in 1772 , and appealed to the 
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IwUc Lori iM the Blue Rilibon^ whether he had not at tliat tim^ beeit fUtie'ularl^ 
engaged in the concerns ot the Company. From thib^ he proteeJed to complant oif" 
the til eonilicuted AdminiAration ut'the Company’s aAairs, as it had ftoud hitheft.Oj^ 
«ud \Aas giimgimieli at large into that cnnlideration, when the Honfe again loudly 
c'.preliing ihcir impatience for the i^uelliun^ Sir Robert faid, though he had* 
ticar dune, he would lit duwn togratily their deAre to end the debate. 

TheSpsAKLK was proceeding to put the (|uelHon, when 

Sir Robeht Smith rufe, and obtained the attention of the HouA*, upon his d«« 
clartng that he would take up but a few muiuents of their time. Sir Robert then 
Went into a Aatemeiit of his reafons fur diiapproving of the Bill. Among others, he 
declared that the dell roving the Charter of the Rall-lndia Company, and abohlhing 
tJic Court of Dinclois, upon the alledged delinquency of C<nic ot the Company's 
lervants abroad, llruckhim to be full as picpoiterous a incafure, as if that lloure, 
inllead of a late expullion of one of their Members^ had proceeded to diifrani hilc 
the Borough of Hcyduii, on account ot the criminal condu<il of its reprefentative. 
Sir Riibcit added a variety rd argumeiiis to juAify his opjnAiion to the Bill; but 
hnding the iinpatienee ot the fioufe for the queAiun to incrcale, he clufed hi> 
fpcech with lunve eiiipliatieal expreliionv of the cunlccpicnLcs of the Bill, and of the 
dilgr.ue it would entail on the Right Honourable Secretary who introdured it, and- 
on that lloulc, for having blindly iiclopied it. 

I'lie Si'KAKi K was again prcxeeding to put the queAion, and the gallery was 
»^^l>allv cleared of Arangers, when 

Ml. Flood rote, and in coinpl'invcnt to him as a new Member, and ai a fpeakcr 
«[ great e\|>crl.atioo, profound liiencc obtained dirc^lv, and he was liiUiicd c.i for « 
t ■uiiderable tmu' with the uinncFll at^tion. 

lliis Honourable Houlv \.iU forgiw me, I hoj'e, for calling rlu'ir attention at lo 
late a per.od of the debate, which nothing but a full convltlioii of th-* vaA im|ioit,in(.e 
r,l tilt bufincfs before us, and a fenfe t>f the duty I owe to this < ountry, a-, a Mem¬ 
ber of Farl'amcnt, could have incluci'd me to do. 1 conlider this Bill a:> one, the 
general lendctic tet of which .ire of the molt iutcreAIng nature. It gave me com cm 
to think, that it w.as likely to pafs before I could have an opportunity of ottering my 
opinion on its merits ; .md (Jcntlemen mull give me credit for wliat 1 I’ac', when I 
mfe^rm them, that on lalt Wednefday 1 was Ailing in ilic Irilh Huufe of Coiiimrjn... 
ir.id I not been anxiou. to pjjn my voice with ihof'e whom 1 lielieVed to .bu .i.:iurUL-d 
by the wifcil and moA equii.ihlc naatives, 1 ilnuild r.ot •lave made fuih halle to .nji- 

р. 'ar wh’Tc 1 no.v Aai.d. 1 h.ive no t. amn in cioiibc, hut (renclcmen w'ili believe, 
tiiat what Tam to fa> mull Aow irnman iinpi tlal and unprejudiced miiid. I am ai- 
lachod to no ; i am mllueticcd by no kind of fac'lion; I have not {irumifed rriy 
vote to any lee of men, but thae.which Ih.'ill ap(var to be the moA virtuous ; nor to 
any incaAires but thofe v.'h: h thall piomifc the greatcll bencAt to the community. 
1 know, however, man) Centh men on both Ades of the Houle; and there are many 
• i both, whofe fohlical talents and views I both approve and admire.—It is maur-r 
«t tegrec,to me, that 1 appear heie fo badly qualiAed to dlAharge my dury, as 1 hi.d 
nyfelftobe. Having livcil at a dillance from the centre of {Militical oiHTatiu.n in 
XI IS country ; having had little opp.utunity of bccuining acquainted with the AA'.iirj 
of the India Company, l>"th from my Atujtion and the multipliciry of my other oc¬ 
cupations; .and what is Ulll more agatnA me, having never {lerufed the I\c,<orts of the 
India Companv, 1 perceive there is nothing that 1 fliall fay that can induce any 
Gs-iulem,im.-> alter iii* r), ir.iMn. Kune then can be difappointed, if I Aiy nothing dc- 

с. iive on the fubjecl of debate ; and 1 am determined, that what 1 A 1 . 1 II l.iy Ihall carry 
ni.thing pcrfou.sl in it.—>'1 he ArA objcAion 1 have to the Bill is it> necri/v. lunova- 
ti'.n*- in Government are always precarious, and very often dangerous. I will n.^ 
venrure to pronoonce pofitively, that the Bill is in every refpcdl a had one, bt caufc 1 
have not fully conAdered all the Atparatc clauks of it with the attention they deferve; 
but I will fay, that the ArA appearance of the Bill 1* unfavouruhlf, and that it i:, the 
p.iblic cl.imours have made very evident. I think 1 may alfo venture to fay, that 
tlif tendforits of the Bill are tii^igirous; and I mny airumc the violence that haa been 
ufed tocAabliih it, and which is likely to prevail In the e-seriife of it, as a proof of 
what I allcrt. The next objeition I have to the Bill, is the precipitation with which 
K has been carried to its prefenc Aate Its being f<> violently pulhed on, demi mil rates 
riclier a per.''.tciout ralhnefs In tlie promotera of it, or a dlAruft of tire reillliudc* of its 

principles; 
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fsr tf it Wfre • |(ao;t onr^ it furcly coutJ not Be too tong> tni too fullj^ 
vfAiifed; anti- it» bad >Joe, it v. ill furely pals into a lavr too Toon. 1 am of opioioa# 
A^'Miniftcrb have not adted fa openly its this impoRant alfair as they might liavd 
jkrae. They ouahi io have declared their piirpofe ot properfing this Bill before the 

g )clulioa.'ofUil Seflio;i> anvi thereby allowed Gentlcmcii to conse forward with their 
as fully coUt^ed, and well digcHed. Gentlemen tnoft have obferved^ that the iii» 
lerfeteiKc of Parliament was the firft caufc of conhifion in the Company’s AlTairs. 
The Bill of 1771 was intended to regulate the Company’s eandudl; It was ver^ 
Badly received} and bccalioncd much difalledhou a^id macn diAurbifice. Why theff 
Aould ParLanient ralhly interiiole now ? One would have expected thac- the tale of 
the Bill n> 177t would have made them more cautious. If it were indubitaUtc that 
tills Bill would anfwer all the good ends which a wife Bill might anfweT} tland 
Would be Icfs improprirty In making this experiment: But as many Gentlemen of the 
greateft wifdoiTi, and the bcB undi rllanding, believe ii to b* unconAitutional, 1 can* 
jsot help diiapi'iovMig of it. This Bill lias ueeit reprobated as being a violation of 
Chartered Rigilts. Such violsrtons are certainly matters of ferious cotifideration} itt 
A Country in whuh To many iinpinrant pns'iiegcs are held by Charter} and in whiell 
l&erc exift filch liberal notions of freedom. Charters may often be improved and 
Atw-modcUed ; but very feldotn is it pioper to diminilh their power, and never at aU 
rt^iHahle to annihilate them. For my pan, 1 fee not any neccliicy For treating th< 
)ndia Comp'any in the manner that this Bill propofes. It has been laid, they arc in- 
^pable ot dircAingihc extenfive concerns of India. I am lure this dees not appeaf 
irom the condudl of Parliament: They l-.ave dilplaciti the twenty-two Genlh men 
who governed beAirr, and they have Icittcd liMiS'ii otiiers in their places. And wh# 
.^eihcferutecn ? V^iTiy, cloven of them ar-'thol^vhogovcrned formerly ; chofenagatiig 
it* doubt, beuanfe they know' better th.in anyPothcr lot of men how to conduct tlid 
AB'airs of In«'i.i. Is it likely, then, that thefe lixteen Gentlemen will ait mors 
wllcly thait the twc'nty-two ? *1 hey who are heft i^ualif.cd, aflcd when all the grieva 
hnecs comjilamed of were generatrd ; the others want c:;pciic:i'. C; it is therefore tiOt 
likely that matters wilt lueceed bt-icer in future titan they did before. It may be 
Ibid that the late Diredtors were not fucsePful: Perhaps they ^yere not; but that 
cannot be looked upon as a juA plea for depriving them of their moA valuablepria 
yileges. The Parli.iment of this country has not been fofocccfsful in fomeof ita 
ctlbrts as that ot Ireland; but it does not from thence follow, that the EngKib Par- 
iiamont Ihould n»t go on to adf. It i.s a maxim with me, and it would be v/ell it the 
fame maxims were adopted by colh^^tive bodies of men, I'hat all public Companies 
ought to be treated with the greateA sefpcdt, and that their Rights ought to Lc hal# 
Tured. It is poifible to conceive a ihuation of atFairs which might juAify the feta 
tingafide of this maxim. Such a rnuaiiw of aA'aivs would be a fituation of ntktjity f 
But the prefenc is not. The conduA of Parliament towards the India Company k 
inuclt more a fubjeft of juA complimt and remoaArance to them than the BoAua 
3 Port Bill was to the Americans. Property is o-riainly the firA principle of Legilla* 
lion. The Proprietors, therefore, enc would think, had a title to fuperintend theif 
«wo Affairs. 1 do nutdehy that Parliament m .v fomet'mes aft wifely, and not una 
juAfy, in intcrferii.g with inferior Board*; b. that interference IJiouId betoaffift 
'Mid regulate their condufl, not to deit.oy their 1 ights. It is a great, and I think aa 
‘•bylms truth, that all conAitotlonai ends may be obtained by conitlcutional means ; 
Ami were this truth ufed as a guide in Legiilation, oppre^cn and 'dUTatisfaclioii 
vok Id ceaA* «it mcc-. The InBuence of Parliament is eerialnly Aipretne in this coun- 
try, and 1 have 1 o wifli to Ac it diminilhed: I would only have it to acl with mode* 
xai dcf^iot k- mmai'ch can cemtnand the lives and property of his lubjofls at will s 

'B- cm is always in proportion to his clemency .and' bounty. He can alfib 

^cl ‘gate his ; ower; but tlicn, ifiie h.s3 any wIlBom at all, be will be eitretnei^' cau^ 
ti'> IS to whom he delegai''s his jy.wer; for both his onvn fafety, and that of his peo-' 
,H a-end u{ioa the conduct of thole whom he entruAs. This may easily be applied 
'cn theo.hcers now a^^'Miied by Parlurnent. It has been gfatitedy that the iDircdludI 
'diiall continue In ofi.cc f-'jr yr.sp. I Ihould be gLid to hear from the Rij^ht Honour- 
Genthmian wh.o moved this Bill, whether he .ntends that this mode of Govern^ 
'Acnt Ihdll be perinanent, or if .risto expire with the term metitinned. If it is to be 

E mixnent, it i-. very told :r. GcRilemen to publilh u fn haAih : For can the Riglrt 
aiS. Becictary, or any other Honoanblc Geh’.leman in t^> Houie, fay That ft 
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«riU infaUlMy anf^er all the ends prt^ofed by it ? If they cannot fay ioi 1 am 41^ 
pniiccl to think} that they have been rather inconfideratr ( and 1 have reaJbn to 
that die remedy will he more intolerable than the grievance they fonght to redre£»» 
If, on the other hand| the povernment of India be to return to ParhanMn^ 
end of four yean, there ‘!s not ib much danger to be apprehauM< , An experimenlc 
fhall then have been made, and there will be an opportunity given for Improvement 
the fyftem. With regaro to Mr. Haftiuga, to whom it is faid t^is countiy is iiiclebt« 
cd for the exchange that i» about to take place, 1 have always been accoftonied ^ 
liear a very high character of that Gentleman; I have heard the benevolence of hik 

J eatt> and the vigour qf his underftanding highly extolled, and I never heard him re» 
refented as being given to rapacity. I might not, perhaps, hear all the truth told of 
im; my iituation at that time was unfavourable for receiving fuch infurmationj. 
!&ut I did hear thefe, and many other favourable things faid of him; and I ronfeii^ 
that they have made an imprclfion upon my mind, which inclines me to blame thp 
motives that led to the Bill before us.~Thc prefent Dirci^ors Z hare a very hig|i 
opinion of. 1 believe them to be men of honour, integrity, and ability ; but aftey 
all, 1 cannot but think the government of a' whole nation too vail a charge to have 
given to them. The conduct of Parliamentj in this inHance, reminds me of the 
man Pecemviri. Laws were wanting at Ron^e : The Stmaiurs acknowledged chra 
were wanting; but, infiead of enacting them as they ought to have done, they leA 
all tc> the Dcceniviri. 'Plic Decemviri made laws^ but they foon threw the State int^ 
confu(i<>n. The Roard of the feven Directors does not appear to me to be a well ai* 
lilted one. 'I'hc principal direction is in the hands of the three (landing Hrll upon the 
i)(t; four is a quorum; tliercfure in^his cafe four will be lubjcct to the eoncmul o£ 
three. This apMars to mean inconfiltency; fuch a Board muft be unltable; they 
will quickly difagree, and the diredtion will devolve upon one man; fo that in the 
f nd, this Board will be like the Admiralty or the 'Freafury Board, or like the Board 
I'rade, where one perfon precidcs, and all the rcA axec^ihers. 

1 mutl here apologtar again to the Houfc fur taking up (o much of their time, and 
lb late an hour. Had 1 been fully prepared to meet the quedion, I (hould have 
had lefs^ncrd for pl< ading forgivencls. The chief knowledge 1 have of the bufiueis^ 
has been gathered from what 1 have heard in the courfe of this night's debate; and ail 
fhar can be got m the courfe of a debate fo curfory, nn a fubje« fo amply dilcuflrd^ 
j(s 1 undcritand this to have bren on f^inc former occalions, muft be acknowledged 
io be but incofiiideraMe. Before I lit down, I have only to fay, that the Bill wa<t- 
mg the decifion of the Houfe appears to me in fuch a point of view, that I cannot vot|i 
fur another reading of it. 

Mi.Courtenav faid, he was aftcfled beyond mcafure, when the Honourable 
Gentleman rofc up to fpeak, as he had ofien admired the allonilhing eifefh of his 
rapid and inipetiious eloquence. Like Felix, when Paul pleached, he trembled, and 
was ap^rehenlive, the Honourable Gentleman would have perfuaded him to give his 
vote in oppoiitioh to the Bill, notwitliftanding his deteimmation to the contrary. 
But his terrors foon fub(idcd,'whcn the Honourable Gentleman candidly declared he 
knew nuthi^ of the important fubjefl of debate; and indeed he proved the (inccrity 
of his profeflions by the very jet of his argument. The Honourable GeniU‘in.ia 
owned, that lie had been in the Zr^i lloufc ol Commons laft VVednefday, difplayiug 
([no douot) his^elocution in Bis itfual manner, and rccci.^g the applauks ol !.is 
l^ftonilhed audiencehUd then crofted the Teas and mountains with precip-ta- 
|ioo, took his (eat, confefted his ignorance of the fubjcfl, and then accul'cd the 
Houfe of precipitation, far having pulhed on a Bill to the third reading, rafhly, un^ 
jcoiiftlcutimally, and uiuulyiledly,l after a fonniebt’a debate ; when every polfible 
argument on fides of the queftion had been difeufled with all the acumen, fuh> 
nlty, and abUitiiM of that Ifiiufe: But as the Hoiu>orabie Gentleman ftodioofty 
^voided entering into particulars, he difpJayed his political fagacity by general apho» 
yifros; and they derived confolatlon and improvement by hearing truths (which no 
tnan could difputCj and which they heard every day) foleinnly fanftioned by lb great 
and yefpefhible an authority. The Honourable ^ntleraiii had and-truly fau^ 

the Houfe ihould proceed with diferetion, otherwife they could not aft dilctetely; 
hut as thewprd Juferttitn (night not have all the defiled efieft, ^ bad added W 
llilcretien, which epithet no do doubt gave it—a legal and woti^rfit! Parliamentary 
j^race and chgnity. After this exordium; IhU*. Courtenay j(at4i he tt(pefted to have 
’ heard 
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warifomf rfsfim* to proVe tbeHoufe h«ti not proceeded with dircrction* Wim loBtiJ 
tfifcKtion. But the Honourable Gentleman had not chofc to gratify his ciiriofity, 
ffowever, h« begged leave to return him thanks, for ni^ overpowering him by the 
JbliditjF of'hh argunieflls, and enchanttng him by the hriliiancjiMif his imagination; 



Bantc of inconfiftcncyi by furrrndering to the oratory of the Honooraljle Gentleman, 
Ihouidi he had intteptdJv heU out againft the graceful and elegant elocution o^ne 
'Righillnnourablc Gc«»tfen»n, and the energy and logic of another, whofr elMiii^ 
lAurmured along, both with the rapidity and clearne's of the rivet Tweed. The 
Honoutabk Gentleman had aJfo boalled of hiJ being im^iendcnt, and connafted with 
Mr. l.’ourtenav obferved, he was not acquainted with the Honourable 
€ei)tftman*3 political coancaions; He gaye his own definitl-n> to the word 
e«t. For iiiflance, whenever he heard •» Sibber- of that Houle fpcak without any 
Icnowledp^ «f the fubji.'if, without any previous infonriatlon of fails, and without 
■«ny! found or frlid argument, he denominated fuch a Gentlewan an indiftndtnt 
'Member ofVarltBTBent—as he certainly fpoke itidcptndatt of jHiints and ctreum- 
fiances, which thacklc and confine other Mcmlxrs of a more abjeel and lefs-cntep- 
prKing fpir.t: At the fame time he. muft obf*”rvf, that the Hon. Gentleman was not 
SnguUr in that rrlp.-fl; for fince he had the honour of a feat in that Houfe, he had 
*fard many Briti'h Senators exprefs their feniimenis in the fame indfperjent manner, 
ThcHon.G»llemai\alfo,witlt profound learning and ingenuity, alluded to the celebrated 
and unha. krieved iVity of the Detciavirs; andleeni d leaiful, left l<»ne of the young 
Pirctlurs ihonW, like Ap-pins, oomnut k rape on Virginia; or, to fpcak a more i onfti- 
tutlonal language atiblate the purity of that immaculate H<wfc ,• hut he was under 
no fiKh. 
our 

manly ^ ^ 

<hJng have indi^rd Irm 

totroobkiheftraf that late hour. Bcr^tlitatjjht hmifelf particularly called on by 
<he Hoofdrtahle Gentleman, the •tcbmmodatmg eccentricity of whole arguftienfs 
ilemeitfbeiaftlv calculated to hiscapacitj^ He appealed to the Honfc, whether he 
'isa.i n»* given ih'ein their full force ; indeed it had not piuzled him how to anfwcr 
^hem, hot where to find tb«n. He longraMilated the Houle on the Honoutable 
Gentleman's dvcltri.ir (for reafons he had ci.’lained at the beginning of his fpeetb, 
■viz. hiS ahlnlute ignorance of ih? fubjefi) to enter into the argument at large, mi the 
priuc ipkv rc'licv, and rsjwdiencY of the Bill. If the Honourable Gentleman hail 
4>n« lo, he'murt have foUQ-.^>im, and Wig the changes on legillativc and tir 
■^ecuriVe i>uwcr; with which'lhe.^oufe liad*he«n cditicd aiwl cBtcKaincd. . 

• Mf. Fiooti- fartl a wo«I ettftaw io exp^tteUro. 

Tlie Hvnfcjiiow d.vuiitf, op the third . 

■Aye*' 



V Mr. Aroe,?i faid, hcKad not the ImaUeft objcMwr »r ft 

■dedais'di but ifomtered not at ks having efcaped the HeimuC^e Owtletfiikii, fince 
everybody had cMifidcred the BilUs la private job. . ’ . i 

• OjWoctwov«h*l Aawjvdmcnts were rtcitiropofcd, and ttttivfied; »fl»# which 
4Ji« ahered, and then^^Bill palfed, antf was ordered to bd 

Mr. Secretary Pox. , ^ - 

by accident, locked out on the divifion, anfi 

thtis 

The Ho^ joteNA ih $hc morning. 



